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How To Teach Grammar Scott Thornbury
how to teach grammar scott thornbury is a question that many language educators and teachers ask when seeking
effective methods to improve their students' understanding of grammatical structures. Scott Thornbury, a renowned figure
in the field of language education, has contributed significantly to our understanding of how grammar can be taught in
engaging and meaningful ways. His approaches emphasize not just the mechanical aspects of grammar but also the
contextual and functional use of language, making lessons more relevant and memorable for learners. In this article, we will
explore how to incorporate Scott Thornbury’s principles into your grammar teaching practices, providing practical strategies,
activities, and insights to enhance your effectiveness as an educator.

Understanding Thornbury’s Approach to Grammar Teaching

Theoretical Foundations
Scott Thornbury advocates a communicative approach to grammar teaching, emphasizing that grammar should be taught as
a tool for meaningful communication rather than isolated rules to memorize. His philosophy aligns with the idea that
language is best learned through use and interaction, and that grammar instruction should be integrated into real-life
language use. Key principles include: - Contextualization: Grammar should be taught within authentic or simulated contexts.
- Focus on Meaning: Prioritize understanding and conveying meaning before form. - Learner-Centeredness: Engage students
actively in discovering and practicing grammar. - Use of Tasks: Incorporate task-based learning that encourages students to
use grammar functionally.

Contrasting Traditional and Thornbury’s Methods
Traditional grammar teaching often involves explicit rule instruction, drills, and correction. Thornbury challenges this by
promoting: - Inductive learning, where students infer rules through exposure. - Less emphasis on rote memorization. -
Greater focus on communication and fluency. - Use of authentic language and real-world tasks. Understanding these
differences provides a foundation for applying Thornbury’s methods effectively in your classroom.

Practical Strategies for Teaching Grammar Inspired by Scott
Thornbury

1. Use Meaningful Contexts
Teaching grammar in isolation can be ineffective. Instead, embed grammatical structures within meaningful contexts: - Use
authentic materials such as articles, videos, or dialogues. - Design activities that mirror real-life situations, e.g., ordering
food, making requests, or giving directions. - Encourage students to notice patterns and structures as they engage with
these materials.

2. Focus on Communication First
Prioritize understanding and conveying meaning: - Incorporate tasks that require students to negotiate meaning, such as
role-plays or problem-solving tasks. - Use elicitation techniques to draw out students’ existing knowledge before explaining
rules. - Avoid over-correcting; instead, gently highlight grammatical errors within a communicative context.



3. Promote Discovery and Inductive Learning
Help students uncover grammatical rules themselves: - Present examples and ask students to notice similarities and
differences. - Use guided discovery activities, such as sorting sentences or completing gaps. - Encourage peer discussion
about language patterns.

4. Use Task-Based Learning
Design tasks that naturally elicit specific grammatical forms: - For example, a storytelling task to practice past tense. - Use
information-gap activities where students have different pieces of information requiring specific grammatical structures to
complete. - Focus on fluency first, then highlight and analyze the grammar used.

5. Foster Learner Autonomy
Encourage students to take responsibility for their learning: - Provide tools and resources for self-study, such as grammar
notebooks or online exercises. - Assign reflective tasks where students analyze their own errors and progress. - Create
opportunities for peer teaching and collaborative learning.

Activities and Techniques for Teaching Grammar in the Style
of Scott Thornbury

1. The Grammar Discovery Cycle
A structured approach where students: - Engage with authentic language data. - Notice grammatical patterns. - Form
hypotheses about rules. - Test these hypotheses through practice activities. - Reflect on their learning process.

2. The Noticing Activity
Encourage students to focus on specific grammatical features within texts: - Provide a short passage containing target
structures. - Ask students to underline or highlight these structures. - Facilitate a discussion about their form and function
before explaining the rules.

3. Using Authentic Materials
Incorporate real-world language sources: - News articles, podcasts, videos, or conversations. - Tasks like summarizing,
paraphrasing, or reacting to the material naturally involve grammar use. - Highlight grammatical features as they appear in
context.

4. Error Analysis and Correction
Rather than immediate correction, adopt a formative approach: - Note errors during communicative activities. - Use gentle
prompts or questions to lead students to self-correct. - Discuss common errors as a class to deepen understanding.

Assessing and Reflecting on Your Grammar Teaching

Self-Evaluation and Feedback
Regularly reflect on your teaching practices: - Are your activities contextually rich and meaningful? - Do students appear
engaged and able to use structures communicatively? - Adjust based on student feedback and observed difficulties.
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Student Progress Monitoring
Use formative assessments: - Observation of student participation. - Short quizzes embedded in communicative tasks. -
Portfolios of student work demonstrating their evolving grammatical competence.

Conclusion: Embracing Thornbury’s Philosophy for Effective
Grammar Teaching
Teaching grammar effectively requires more than imparting rules; it involves creating a learning environment where
students can discover, practice, and internalize grammatical structures through meaningful interaction. Scott Thornbury’s
approach encourages teachers to make grammar an integral part of communicative language use, fostering autonomy and
confidence among learners. By embedding grammar within authentic contexts, promoting inductive learning, and designing
engaging, task-based activities, educators can make grammar lessons more productive and enjoyable. Ultimately, the goal
is to help students not just memorize rules but to use grammar flexibly and accurately in real-life communication, aligning
with Thornbury’s core teaching principles. References & Further Reading: - Thornbury, Scott. How to Teach Grammar.
Pearson Education Limited, 2006. - Thornbury, Scott. The CELTA Course. Cambridge University Press, 2009. - Richards, Jack
C., and Rodgers, Theodore S. Approaches and Methods in Language Teaching. Cambridge University Press, 2014.
Remember: Effective grammar teaching is a dynamic process that benefits from creativity, patience, and a focus on
meaningful communication. Incorporate Thornbury’s insights into your practice, and watch your students develop greater
confidence and competence in using English.

Mastering Grammar Instruction with Scott Thornbury: A Comprehensive Guide Teaching grammar effectively remains a
cornerstone of language education, and Scott Thornbury’s insights and methodologies offer invaluable guidance for
educators seeking to elevate their practice. Thornbury’s approach emphasizes contextualization, learner engagement, and a
nuanced understanding of grammar as a dynamic system. This detailed review explores how to teach grammar inspired by
Scott Thornbury’s principles, strategies, and pedagogical philosophies, providing educators with practical tools and deep
theoretical insights.

Understanding Thornbury’s Philosophy on Grammar Teaching

1. Grammar as a Dynamic System
Scott Thornbury advocates viewing grammar not merely as a set of rules but as a living, evolving system that functions
within communication. This perspective shifts the focus from rote memorization to understanding how grammatical
structures operate in authentic language use. Key points: - Grammar should be taught in context, emphasizing real-world
usage. - Focus on patterns and systems, rather than isolated rules. - Recognize that language learners acquire grammar
inductively through exposure and interaction.

2. The Importance of Context and Meaning
Thornbury stresses that grammar instruction must be embedded within meaningful communication. Learners are more
motivated and retain information better when they see how grammar functions to convey messages effectively. Implications
for teaching: - Use authentic texts and real-life materials. - Design tasks that require learners to use grammatical structures
to achieve communicative goals. - Prioritize functions and meanings over abstract rules.

3. Learner-Centered and Discovery-Based Approaches
Thornbury champions learner autonomy and discovery learning, where students explore grammatical patterns actively
rather than passively receiving rules. Strategies include: - Eliciting learners’ existing knowledge before introducing new
structures. - Guiding learners to notice grammatical features in texts. - Encouraging hypothesis formation about language



patterns.

Practical Strategies for Teaching Grammar Inspired by
Thornbury

1. Use of Authentic and Contextualized Materials
Rather than relying solely on textbooks or decontextualized exercises, Thornbury recommends integrating authentic
materials such as newspapers, dialogues, videos, and real-life conversations. Implementation tips: - Select texts that
naturally contain target grammatical forms. - Use excerpts from authentic sources to highlight how structures function in
context. - Design tasks where learners manipulate or interpret authentic texts to reinforce understanding.

2. Focus on Form in Meaningful Contexts
Thornbury advocates a “focus on form” approach, where grammar is revisited during communicative practice, rather than in
isolated drills. Approach: - Conduct activities that require meaningful communication, then draw attention to specific form as
needed. - Use techniques like recasts, reformulations, or explicit highlighting at moments when learners produce errors. -
Balance fluency and accuracy by alternating between communicative tasks and focused grammar work.

3. Elicitation and Discovery Techniques
Instead of explicitly presenting rules first, encourage learners to notice patterns themselves. Methods include: - Asking
guiding questions to elicit grammatical features. - Using gap-fill or matching activities that prompt learners to identify
structures. - Presenting a sentence or dialogue and prompting students to analyze its components.

4. Inductive and Deductive Approaches
Thornbury advocates for a flexible use of both methods: - Inductive: Learners infer rules from examples. - Deductive:
Teachers present rules explicitly when appropriate. Best practices: - Start with inductive tasks to stimulate discovery. -
Follow up with deductive explanations for clarity and consolidation. - Adjust approach based on learner level and learning
context.

5. Incorporating Task-Based Learning (TBL) and Communicative
Activities
Grammar is best taught through tasks that mimic real-life language use. Examples include: - Role-plays requiring specific
grammatical structures. - Information gap activities where learners need to use targeted forms. - Storytelling or peer
interviews emphasizing tense and aspect.

Designing Effective Grammar Lessons Based on Thornbury’s
Principles

1. Lesson Planning with a Focus on Meaning, Form, and Use
Thornbury emphasizes a balanced approach: - Meaning: What does the structure do? (e.g., express possibility, obligation) -
Form: How is it constructed? (e.g., modal + base verb) - Use: When and why do we use it? (e.g., polite requests, hypothetical
situations) Lesson steps: - Introduce a communicative task. - Highlight the grammatical structures involved. - Elicit or guide
discovery of rules. - Practice through controlled and freer activities.
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2. Use of Metalinguistic and Non-Metalinguistic Techniques
- Metalinguistic: Grammar explanations, charts, and rules. - Non-metalinguistic: Gestures, visual aids, and realia to illustrate
structures. Balance is key: Use explicit explanations sparingly, especially with adult learners, and rely more on
contextualized discovery and practice.

3. Incorporating Form-Focused and Meaning-Focused Activities
- Form-focused: Drills, conjugation practice, correction exercises. - Meaning-focused: Discussions, storytelling, problem-
solving tasks. Integrative approach: Design lessons where learners naturally encounter and practice structures in meaningful
contexts, then refine accuracy through targeted activities.

Assessing and Providing Feedback on Grammar

1. Formative Assessment
Continuous assessment helps monitor progress and adapt instruction. - Use observation during tasks. - Incorporate peer and
self-assessment. - Use elicitation and correction techniques that promote noticing and understanding.

2. Error Correction Strategies
Thornbury emphasizes gentle correction that aids learning without discouraging learners. - Use recasts or reformulations to
correct errors indirectly. - Highlight errors in context and encourage self-correction. - Focus on recurrent or major errors that
hinder communication.

3. Encouraging Metacognition
Guide learners to reflect on their grammatical choices. - Ask questions like “Why did you choose this form?” - Promote
awareness of grammatical patterns and their communicative functions.

Integrating Technology and Resources in Grammar Teaching

1. Digital Tools and Platforms
- Use online corpora for authentic examples. - Incorporate grammar apps and interactive exercises. - Utilize video and audio
resources for contextualized practice.

2. Creating a Learner-Centered Environment
- Encourage learners to explore grammatical patterns independently. - Use social media, forums, or blogs for authentic
communication.

3. Continuous Professional Development
- Engage with Thornbury’s writings and workshops. - Stay updated with latest research and methodologies. - Collaborate
with peers to share best practices.



Conclusion: Embracing Thornbury’s Holistic View of Grammar
Teaching
Teaching grammar through the lens of Scott Thornbury requires a shift from traditional, rule-based paradigms to a more
nuanced, learner-centered, and contextualized approach. By emphasizing authenticity, discovery, meaningful
communication, and flexible methodology, educators can foster deeper understanding and more effective language
acquisition. Implementing Thornbury’s principles involves: - Designing activities that integrate form and meaning. -
Encouraging learners to notice and discover patterns. - Using authentic materials and real-life tasks. - Balancing explicit
instruction with implicit learning. - Creating a supportive environment for experimentation and reflection. Ultimately,
Thornbury’s approach offers a sustainable, engaging, and effective way to teach grammar, empowering learners to use
language confidently and accurately in real-world situations. By adopting these strategies, educators can transform their
grammar lessons into dynamic, meaningful experiences that resonate with learners and promote lasting language mastery.

Questions & Answers About how to teach grammar scott
thornbury

No Question Answer

1 What are Scott Thornbury's key
principles for teaching grammar
effectively?

Scott Thornbury emphasizes the importance of contextualized,
meaningful use of grammar, promoting student-centered activities, and
integrating grammar instruction seamlessly into communicative
practice rather than isolated drills.

2 How can I incorporate Thornbury's
'Dogme' approach into teaching
grammar?

Thornbury's 'Dogme' approach advocates for teaching through real,
student-generated language. To teach grammar with this method, focus
on authentic conversations, observe students' linguistic needs, and
introduce grammar points naturally as they emerge during meaningful
interactions.

3 What are some practical activities
recommended by Scott Thornbury to
teach grammar effectively?

Thornbury suggests activities like inductive discovery tasks,
reformulation exercises, and communicative tasks that encourage
students to notice and use grammatical structures in context, fostering
deeper understanding and retention.

4 How does Scott Thornbury view the role
of explicit grammar instruction in
language learning?

Thornbury advocates for a balanced approach, where explicit grammar
instruction is used judiciously to clarify structures that students find
challenging, but always integrated within meaningful, communicative
contexts to enhance real-life language use.

5 What resources or materials does Scott
Thornbury recommend for teachers
aiming to improve their grammar
teaching skills?

Thornbury recommends exploring his books like 'About Language' and
'How to Teach Grammar,' as well as attending workshops and
professional development courses that focus on communicative and
student-centered grammar teaching methods.

grammar instruction, Scott Thornbury teaching methods, language teaching techniques, grammar pedagogy,
communicative approach, teaching English grammar, Thornbury grammar tips, ESL grammar instruction, language learning
strategies, effective grammar teaching
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