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88 Books Of The Ethiopian Bible

88 books of the Ethiopian Bible represent a unique and rich collection of sacred scriptures
that distinguish the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church from other Christian traditions. This
canon encompasses a broader array of texts, including books that are considered apocryphal
or deuterocanonical in other traditions. Understanding the structure, content, and significance
of these 88 books provides insight into Ethiopia’s deep-rooted Christian heritage and
theological worldview.

The Composition of the 88 Books of the Ethiopian Bible

The Ethiopian Bible is notable for its extensive canon, comprising 88 books that span various
genres such as history, prophecy, wisdom literature, and apocalyptic writings. This canon
reflects the ancient Christian traditions of Ethiopia, which have preserved texts that have been
lost or considered non-canonical elsewhere.

Categories of the Books

The 88 books are typically divided into several categories to facilitate understanding:

Old Testament Books (46 books)1.
New Testament Books (42 books)2.

Each category contains texts that serve different theological and liturgical purposes within the
Ethiopian Orthodox tradition.

Old Testament Books in the Ethiopian Bible

The Old Testament in the Ethiopian canon is more extensive than the commonly accepted
versions in Protestant or Catholic traditions. It includes several books that are unique to the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

Key Old Testament Texts

Some of the notable books include:

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy – The foundational books of the1.
Torah, recounting creation, early history, and the Law.
Book of Enoch (1 Enoch) – An influential apocalyptic text that elaborates on the fallen2.
angels and the coming judgment.
Book of Jubilees – Also known as the Little Genesis, it offers a detailed chronological3.
account of biblical history.
1, 2, 3 Kings and 1, 2 Chronicles – Historical books chronicling the history of Israel and4.
Judah.
Wisdom of Solomon and Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) – Wisdom literature emphasizing5.



righteousness and divine understanding.
Book of Ezra and Nehemiah – Covering the return from exile and rebuilding Jerusalem.6.
Book of Baruch – A deuterocanonical text emphasizing repentance and hope.7.

These books form the theological backbone of Ethiopian Christianity, emphasizing themes of
righteousness, divine justice, and prophecy.

New Testament Books in the Ethiopian Bible

The New Testament in the Ethiopian canon contains 42 books, including four Gospels, Acts,
Pauline and other epistles, and apocalyptic writings. Some texts are similar to those in other
Christian traditions, while others are unique or included in apocryphal collections.

Essential New Testament Texts

The core texts include:

Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – The primary accounts of Jesus Christ’s life,1.
teachings, death, and resurrection.
Acts of the Apostles – Chronicles the early church and the missionary journeys of Paul.2.
Pauline Epistles – Including Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,3.
Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon, and Hebrews.
General Epistles – Such as James, Peter, John, and Jude.4.
Revelation – An apocalyptic prophecy detailing the end times and the ultimate victory of5.
Christ.

The Ethiopian New Testament emphasizes the teachings of Christ, the importance of faith and
righteousness, and the hope of eternal life.

Unique Texts and Their Significance

The Ethiopian canon includes several texts that are not found in most other Christian Bibles,
reflecting Ethiopia’s unique religious history and theological perspective.

Key Unique Books

Book of Enoch (1 Enoch) – A detailed account of angelic rebellion, the coming of the1.
Messiah, and final judgment, influential in Ethiopian Christian thought.
Book of Jubilees – Offers a chronological retelling of biblical history, emphasizing the2.
importance of the lunar calendar and festivals.
Book of Baruch and 1, 2 Esdras – Providing additional insights into exile, repentance,3.
and divine justice.
Odes and Psalms (including the Psalms of Solomon) – Used in liturgical settings and4.
personal devotion.

These texts enrich the Ethiopian biblical tradition, providing theological depth and historical
context that shape the Ethiopian Orthodox faith.
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Significance of the 88 Books in Ethiopian Christianity

The inclusion of these books demonstrates Ethiopia’s longstanding Christian heritage, which
predates many other Christian communities. The Ethiopian Church’s canon was formalized
centuries ago, preserving texts that reflect early Christian theology and Ethiopian cultural
identity.

Importance in Worship and Theology

The 88 books influence:

Liturgy and Worship – Many texts are read or referenced during religious services.1.
Theology and Doctrine – The books shape beliefs about salvation, divine justice, angels,2.
and the end times.
Historical Identity – They affirm Ethiopia’s ancient Christian roots and its role as one of3.
the earliest Christian nations.

The canon’s breadth allows for a diverse and profound spiritual life rooted in scriptures that
have been treasured for centuries.

Preservation and Access to the Ethiopian Bible

Historically, the Ethiopian Bible was handwritten on parchment, often illustrated and richly
decorated. Today, the texts are preserved in various formats:

Printed Bibles – Translations into Amharic and other languages are widely available.1.
Digital Collections – Many texts are accessible online, allowing scholars and believers2.
worldwide to study them.
Manuscripts and Ceremonial Use – Religious institutions hold ancient manuscripts used3.
in liturgical contexts.

Preserving these texts is vital for maintaining Ethiopia’s religious heritage and for promoting
understanding of its unique biblical canon.

Conclusion

The 88 books of the Ethiopian Bible represent a rich tapestry of faith, history, and theology
that has sustained Ethiopian Christianity for centuries. From the unique apocryphal texts like
Enoch and Jubilees to the canonical Gospels and Epistles, these scriptures embody Ethiopia’s
deep spiritual heritage. They continue to inspire worship, theological reflection, and cultural
identity among Ethiopian Orthodox Christians today. Exploring these texts offers a window
into one of the world’s oldest Christian traditions, emphasizing the importance of diversity and
historical continuity within Christianity. If you want to delve deeper into each of these books or
explore their historical and theological contexts, numerous scholarly resources and
translations are available, making the Ethiopian Bible a fascinating subject for study and faith.

Ethiopian Bible: An In-Depth Exploration of Its 88 Books The Ethiopian Bible stands out as one



of the most unique and comprehensive biblical canons in the world. Comprising 88 books, it
reflects a rich theological tradition, historical depth, and cultural significance that distinguish
it from other Christian Bibles. This article aims to provide an expert review and detailed
overview of these 88 books, shedding light on their origins, contents, and importance within
the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church and beyond.

Introduction to the Ethiopian Bible

The Ethiopian Bible is not merely a translation but an extensive collection of texts that embody
centuries of religious thought, biblical interpretation, and ecclesiastical tradition. Its canon
includes books that are considered apocryphal or deuterocanonical by other Christian
denominations, highlighting its distinctiveness. Historically, the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church has preserved its biblical canon since the 4th century, making it one of the oldest and
most complete biblical collections globally. The language of the original texts primarily
includes Ge'ez, an ancient South Semitic language, which remains liturgical even today. The
Ethiopian Bible’s 88 books are divided into several categories, reflecting its comprehensive
approach to scripture, tradition, and theological reflection.

The Structure of the Ethiopian Bible

The 88 books of the Ethiopian Bible are organized into four main sections: 1. The Old
Testament (46 books) 2. The New Testament (27 books) 3. The broader collection of writings
and additional texts (15 books), which include books considered apocryphal or used in
liturgical contexts. 4. The Psalms and other poetic writings (not counted separately in the total
but significant) This structure reflects a holistic approach, combining canonical texts with
other important writings, showcasing the Ethiopian Church's theological emphasis on tradition
and scripture.

Detailed Overview of the 88 Books

Old Testament (46 Books)

The Ethiopian Old Testament is similar to the Septuagint but also includes additional texts. Its
books can be grouped into historical, prophetic, wisdom, and apocalyptic writings. Key Books
Include: - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy – The foundational books of the
Torah, describing creation, early history, and the Law. - Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1
& 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles – Chronicles of Israel’s history. - Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther – Post-
exilic narratives. - Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs – Wisdom literature
emphasizing moral and spiritual insights. - Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel –
Major prophetic writings, including visions, judgments, and consolation. - The Twelve Minor
Prophets (Hosea through Malachi) – Shorter prophetic books with vital messages. Additional
Texts Unique to the Ethiopian Canon: - 1 Enoch (Ethiopian Orthodox includes the Book of
Enoch as canonical) - Jubilees – Expanding on Genesis and Exodus with chronological details. -
Enoch’s Book of the Watchers – Focused on fallen angels and apocalyptic themes. - The Book
of Adam and Eve – Early biblical characters’ narratives. - The Book of the Covenant and other
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writings expanding biblical history and law.

New Testament (27 Books)

The Ethiopian New Testament aligns closely with the Western canon but includes some
additional texts considered canonical in the Ethiopian tradition. Standard Gospels: - Matthew,
Mark, Luke, John – The primary accounts of Jesus Christ's life and teachings. Apostolic
Writings: - Acts of the Apostles - Pauline Epistles (Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians,
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon) -
Catholic Epistles (James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2 & 3 John, Jude) Additional Texts: - The Book of the
Ascension of Isaiah – An apocalyptic text with theological insights. - The Epistle of Barnabas –
An early Christian writing emphasizing allegorical interpretation. - The Shepherd of Hermas –
A Christian allegorical text.

Additional Writings and Apocryphal Texts (15 Books)

This category is where the Ethiopian canon diverges most significantly from other traditions.
Notable Books Include: - The Book of Enoch (1 Enoch) – Considered canonical, especially for
angelology and eschatology. - Jubilees – Rewritten biblical history emphasizing chronological
details. - The Book of the Covenant – Expanding on biblical laws. - The Book of the Mysteries of
Heaven and Earth – Texts on cosmology and divine mysteries. - The Ascension of Moses – An
apocryphal story about Moses’ death and ascension.

Significance and Unique Features of the Ethiopian
Canon

Inclusivity of Apocryphal and Pseudepigraphal Texts

Unlike Western Christian traditions that often exclude apocryphal books, the Ethiopian canon
embraces a broad collection of texts, viewing them as spiritually and theologically valuable.
This inclusivity reflects a different approach to biblical authority, emphasizing tradition and
the spiritual insights of early Christian and Jewish writings.

Role of Ge'ez Manuscripts

Most Ethiopian biblical texts are preserved in Ge'ez manuscripts, many of which date back
centuries. These manuscripts are treasured as sacred artifacts, embodying the theological,
liturgical, and cultural heritage of Ethiopia.

Impact on Ethiopian Theology and Liturgical Practice

The 88 books are central to Ethiopian liturgy and religious education. They influence sermons,
rituals, and church teachings, embedding biblical narratives deeply into Ethiopian identity.



Comparison with Other Christian Canons

| Aspect | Ethiopian Canon | Catholic Canon | Protestant Canon | Eastern Orthodox Canon |
|||||| | Total Books | 88 | 73 | 66 | 76 | | Inclusion of Enoch | Yes | No | No | No | | Inclusion of
Jubilees | Yes | No | No | No | | Use of Ge'ez Manuscripts | Central | Limited | Not used | Not
used | | Emphasis | Tradition, Apocrypha | Canonical texts | Texts in Hebrew/Greek | Greek
texts | The Ethiopian canon’s broader scope underscores its theological emphasis on tradition,
prophecy, and divine mysteries.

Conclusion: A Treasure Trove of Faith and History

The 88 books of the Ethiopian Bible represent a profound spiritual heritage, blending biblical
narratives, apocryphal writings, and mystical texts into a coherent canon. It reflects Ethiopia’s
unique theological perspective, emphasizing tradition, prophecy, and divine mysteries that
have shaped Ethiopian Christianity for centuries. For scholars, theologians, and lay believers
alike, the Ethiopian Bible offers a rich tapestry of spiritual insight, historical depth, and
cultural pride. Its expansive canon challenges Western paradigms, inviting a broader
understanding of what constitutes sacred scripture and how faith traditions interpret divine
revelation. Whether approached as a religious text or a historical artifact, the Ethiopian Bible
remains a testament to Ethiopia’s enduring faith and its vital role in the wider Christian world.
In summary, the Ethiopian Bible's 88 books are a comprehensive collection that encapsulates
centuries of theological development, cultural identity, and spiritual practice. Its unique canon
continues to inspire and influence millions, making it a remarkable treasure within global
Christianity.

Questions & Answers About 88 books of the ethiopian
bible

N
o

Question Answer

1 What are the 88 books of the
Ethiopian Bible?

The 88 books of the Ethiopian Bible include both the
standard biblical texts found in other Christian Bibles
and additional texts unique to the Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church, such as Enoch, Jubilees, and the
Ascension of Isaiah.

2 How does the Ethiopian Bible
differ from the Catholic and
Protestant Bibles?

The Ethiopian Bible contains 88 books, including
several deuterocanonical and extra-canonical texts not
found in Catholic or Protestant Bibles, making it more
extensive and unique in its canon.

3 Why does the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church include these
additional books?

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church considers these texts
sacred and historically significant, viewing them as
inspired scripture that provides deeper spiritual
insights and historical context.
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4 Are the 88 books of the
Ethiopian Bible available in
translation for non-Ethiopian
readers?

Some of the texts are available in translation, but many
are still primarily accessible in Ge'ez, the liturgical
language of Ethiopia. Efforts are ongoing to translate
these texts into other languages.

5 What is the significance of the
Book of Enoch in the Ethiopian
Bible?

The Book of Enoch is highly regarded and considered
canonical in the Ethiopian Orthodox tradition, offering
unique apocalyptic and angelological perspectives not
found in other biblical canons.

6 How was the canon of the
Ethiopian Bible established?

The canon was developed over centuries, influenced by
early Christian traditions in Ethiopia, church councils,
and the preservation of ancient texts deemed
spiritually and doctrinally important.

7 Are the additional books in the
Ethiopian Bible considered
scripture by other Christian
denominations?

No, most other Christian denominations do not
recognize these books as canonical; they are specific to
the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church and a few
other Eastern Christian traditions.

8 What role do the extra books
play in the spiritual life of
Ethiopian Orthodox Christians?

These books are used in liturgy, religious education,
and spiritual practice, providing guidance, history, and
theological insights that enrich the faith and traditions
of Ethiopian Orthodox Christians.

Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Bible, Ethiopian biblical canon, 88 books, Ethiopian scripture,
Ethiopian Christian Bible, Orthodox Bible, Ethiopian religious texts, Ethiopian biblical
tradition, Ethiopian biblical studies, Ethiopian biblical manuscripts
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