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Plot Summary Of The Marriage Of
Anansewa

Plot summary of the marriage of Anansewa The play The Marriage of Anansewa by Efua Sutherland is
a vibrant Ghanaian dramatic comedy that explores themes of love, greed, tradition, and social
expectations. At its core, the story revolves around Anansewa, a young woman caught in a web of her
father's schemes to secure a wealthy suitor for her. The plot masterfully combines humor and social
critique, making it a compelling narrative about family dynamics and societal pressures. This article
provides a detailed plot summary of The Marriage of Anansewa, highlighting key events, character
developments, and the play’s underlying messages.

Introduction to the Main Characters and Setting

Before delving into the plot, it’s important to understand the main characters and the setting of the play.

Main Characters

Anansewa: The protagonist, a young woman whose marriage prospects are manipulated by her father.1.
Okofo Ananse: Anansewa’s father, a shrewd and somewhat greedy man determined to marry her off2.
to a wealthy suitor.
Kwesi: A poor young man who secretly loves Anansewa and wishes to marry her.3.
Kwame: A wealthy and influential businessman who becomes a target for Anansewa’s father’s4.
schemes.
Other suitors: Various men who are considered as potential matches arranged by Anansewa’s father.5.

Setting

The play is set in a typical Ghanaian household, reflecting the cultural and social environment of Ghana in
the mid-20th century. The setting emphasizes traditional values, social status, and the importance placed
on marriage.

The Beginning: Anansewa’s Predicament

The story opens with Anansewa’s father, Okofo Ananse, expressing his desire to marry her off to a wealthy
suitor to improve their family’s social standing. He is motivated by greed and the desire for material
wealth, often disregarding Anansewa’s own feelings and wishes.

Okofo Ananse’s Schemes

He begins to search for a wealthy groom who can elevate their family’s status.1.
He considers various suitors, including businesspeople and influential figures, and begins negotiations2.
behind his daughter’s back.



He plans to present Anansewa as a desirable bride to these suitors, emphasizing her beauty and3.
virtues, but mainly focusing on the financial benefits.

The audience quickly recognizes the disparity between Anansewa’s personal desires and her father’s
materialistic ambitions.

The Introduction of Suitors and Manipulation

Okofo Ananse’s manipulative tactics come to the fore as he arranges multiple marriage proposals without
Anansewa’s consent.

Multiple Suitors and Deception

Okofo Ananse invites several wealthy suitors, each believing they are in a serious courtship.1.
He tries to impress them with Anansewa’s virtues, but in reality, he aims to secure the highest bidder2.
rather than genuine love or compatibility.
Meanwhile, Anansewa’s feelings remain suppressed; she feels trapped and desires a marriage based on3.
love rather than money.

Despite the manipulations, Anansewa secretly confesses her love to Kwesi, a humble young man who
works in her household.

The Conflict: Anansewa’s Love vs. Her Father’s Plans

As the plot unfolds, Anansewa’s internal conflict intensifies. She is torn between obeying her father’s
wishes and her own desire for love and happiness.

Secret Romance with Kwesi

Anansewa and Kwesi share a clandestine romance, expressing their love and dreams of a future1.
together.
They plan to marry secretly, but their plans are threatened by her father’s schemes.2.
Okofo Ananse remains unaware of their relationship, focusing instead on his social ambitions.3.

Meanwhile, the other suitors continue their pursuit, unaware of Anansewa’s true feelings.

Revelations and Climax

The turning point in the play occurs when Anansewa’s secret love is revealed, leading to chaos and comic
moments.

Discovery of the Love Affair

One of the suitors, suspicious of Okofo Ananse’s intentions, uncovers the romantic relationship between1.
Anansewa and Kwesi.
This revelation causes a scandal, embarrassing her father and complicating his plans.2.
Okofo Ananse is furious and feels betrayed, but he also begins to realize the depth of his daughter’s3.
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feelings.

The climax builds as the characters confront their desires and societal expectations.

The Resolution: Love Triumphs or Fails?

In the resolution, the characters face the consequences of their choices, leading to either a happy ending
based on love or a tragic fulfillment of greed.

The Outcomes

Okofo Ananse, after much persuasion, begins to accept Anansewa’s choice to marry Kwesi, recognizing1.
true love’s importance.
Alternatively, the play ends with Anansewa’s marriage to a wealthy suitor, fulfilling her father’s greed-2.
driven ambitions but at the cost of her personal happiness.
The play often emphasizes the importance of genuine love and the dangers of materialism.3.

In many versions, a moral lesson is imparted, highlighting the need for honesty, love, and respect in
marriage.

Themes and Messages in the Plot

The plot of The Marriage of Anansewa is rich with themes that resonate across cultures and generations.

Key Themes

Love vs. Materialism: The play critiques societal emphasis on wealth over genuine affection.1.
Family and Social Expectations: It explores how family pressures influence personal choices.2.
Deception and Manipulation: Okofo Ananse’s schemes highlight the dangers of greed and3.
dishonesty.
Tradition vs. Modernity: The play questions traditional values surrounding marriage and social4.
status.

Lessons and Moral Messages

Genuine happiness in marriage comes from love and mutual respect.1.
Material wealth should not be the primary reason for marriage decisions.2.
Honesty and sincerity are crucial in relationships and family dealings.3.
Society should prioritize human values over materialistic pursuits.4.

Conclusion

The Marriage of Anansewa offers a humorous yet insightful portrayal of Ghanaian societal norms, family
dynamics, and the importance of love over materialism. The plot’s development—from Okofo Ananse’s
schemes to Anansewa’s internal struggles—provides a compelling narrative that encourages reflection on
values, integrity, and the true meaning of happiness. Whether it ends with a celebration of love or a



cautionary tale about greed, the play remains a timeless piece that highlights the enduring relevance of
authentic human relationships.

Plot Summary of The Marriage of Anansewa: A Deep Dive into Ghanaian Theatre

The plot summary of The Marriage of Anansewa offers a fascinating glimpse into a vibrant Ghanaian
theatrical masterpiece that combines humor, social commentary, and cultural insights. Written by
renowned playwright Efua Sutherland, this play explores themes of family dynamics, societal expectations,
gender roles, and the influence of tradition within contemporary Ghanaian society. Set against a lively,
comedic backdrop, the story revolves around Anansewa, a young woman caught in a web of familial
ambitions and societal pressures, ultimately revealing the intricate dance between personal desires and
societal duties. This article provides a detailed, reader-friendly analysis of the plot, examining its key
characters, pivotal scenes, and underlying messages.

Introduction: Context and Significance of the Play

Before delving into the plot, it is essential to understand the cultural and theatrical significance of The
Marriage of Anansewa. Efua Sutherland’s work is celebrated for its ability to blend traditional African
storytelling with modern theatrical techniques, making it accessible to diverse audiences. The play is set in
Ghana and employs local dialects, proverbs, and customs, providing an authentic portrayal of Ghanaian
life. Its humor and satire serve as tools for social critique, challenging societal norms while entertaining
audiences.

The central plot centers on Anansewa, a young woman whose marriage prospects are manipulated by her
father, Wowo, a wealthy and ambitious man. The narrative explores the complex interplay of family
loyalty, societal expectations, and individual choice, making it a timeless reflection of Ghanaian societal
values.

Main Characters and Their Roles

Understanding the plot requires familiarity with the key characters:

Anansewa: The protagonist, a young woman of marriageable age, caught between her personal desires1.
and her father's ambitions.
Wowo: Anansewa’s father, a wealthy and cunning man who seeks advantageous marriages for his2.
daughter.
Odewale: A suitor, initially interested in Anansewa but ultimately manipulated by Wowo.3.
Swanzy: Anansewa’s suitor, representing a more genuine love interest.4.
Maa Wowo: Wowo’s wife, who often questions her husband's motives.5.
Other suitors and elders: Various characters who embody societal pressures and traditional customs.6.

The Beginning: Wowo’s Ambition and the Marriage Plot

The play opens with Wowo, a prosperous merchant, planning to marry his daughter, Anansewa, off to the
highest bidder. His ambition is driven by a desire to enhance his social standing and financial strength.
Wowo’s manipulative nature is evident as he seeks to orchestrate a marriage that benefits his personal
interests rather than his daughter’s happiness.

He employs cunning tactics, including:
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Deception: Wowo fabricates stories about Anansewa’s virtues to attract suitors.1.
Manipulation: He persuades suitors that Anansewa is a desirable bride, even when she may not be2.
interested.
Use of tradition: Wowo invokes cultural norms to justify his actions, emphasizing the importance of3.
marriage alliances.

Anansewa, the young woman, finds herself ensnared in her father’s plans, feeling torn between obedience
and her own aspirations.

The Role of Suitors and the Web of Deception

As Wowo’s schemes unfold, several suitors express interest in marrying Anansewa. Among them are:

Odewale: Wowo’s preferred choice, whose interest is more superficial and opportunistic.1.
Swanzy: A suitor genuinely interested in Anansewa, representing sincerity and love.2.
Other suitors: Various characters who symbolize societal expectations and economic considerations.3.

Wowo’s manipulations involve:

Hosting pretend engagements to impress suitors.1.
Fabricating stories about Anansewa’s virtues and virtues.2.
Playing suitors against each other to secure the best deal for his family.3.

This web of deception highlights the absurdity and humor present in the play, as characters navigate a
maze of lies and pretenses. The suitors’ varying motivations reflect societal attitudes towards
marriage—ranging from genuine love to economic gain.

Anansewa’s Dilemma: Personal Desires vs. Societal Expectations

As the plot progresses, Anansewa begins to grapple with her own feelings. While her father’s plans
dominate her life, she secretly harbors a different desire—she wishes to marry Swanzy, the suitor who
shows genuine affection for her.

Her internal conflict illustrates the tension between:

Personal happiness: Her desire for love and autonomy.1.
Family and societal duties: Respect for her father’s wishes and societal norms dictating marriage2.
arrangements.

This dilemma underscores a core theme of the play: the individual's struggle within traditional societal
structures, a common issue in many African communities.

Key Scenes and Turning Points

Several scenes serve as pivotal moments in the play’s narrative:

The Marriage Negotiation Scene: Wowo’s elaborate negotiations with suitors reveal his cunning and1.
greed, as well as the absurdity of the marriage market.
Anansewa’s Secret Confession: Anansewa confesses her love for Swanzy to her maid, highlighting her2.
inner conflict.
The Revelation of Deception: When the truth about Wowo’s manipulations comes to light, chaos ensues,3.
exposing the folly of societal pretenses.



The Final Decision: Anansewa asserts her independence by choosing her true love, Swanzy, over her4.
father’s schemes.

These scenes underscore the play’s comedic yet thought-provoking tone, illustrating how deception and
societal pressures can distort personal happiness.

Themes and Social Commentary

The Marriage of Anansewa is rich with themes that reflect Ghanaian society and beyond:

Marriage and Social Status: The play critiques the emphasis on marriage as a tool for social mobility and1.
economic gain.
Tradition vs. Modernity: It questions traditional customs that may suppress individual choice.2.
Deception and Truth: The play uses satire to expose the absurdities of social pretenses.3.
Gender Roles: Anansewa’s limited agency highlights gender dynamics and societal expectations of4.
women.

Efua Sutherland employs humor and satire to challenge audiences to reflect on these issues, making the
play both entertaining and educational.

Conclusion: A Reflection on Society and Individual Choice

The plot summary of The Marriage of Anansewa reveals a story that is as humorous as it is insightful.
Through the antics of Wowo, the genuine love of Swanzy, and the resilience of Anansewa, the play
explores the tension between societal expectations and personal desires. Its portrayal of deception,
ambition, and authenticity resonates across cultures, emphasizing the importance of individual agency in
the face of tradition.

Efua Sutherland’s work remains a cornerstone of Ghanaian theatre, illustrating the power of drama to
critique social norms while celebrating cultural identity. The play’s enduring relevance lies in its universal
themes—how societal pressures shape personal choices, and the courage required to forge one’s own
path.

In summary, The Marriage of Anansewa is not just a comedic play but a mirror reflecting the complexities
of life, love, and societal expectation. Its rich plot, colorful characters, and poignant messages continue to
captivate audiences and inspire discussions about tradition, modernity, and the pursuit of happiness.

Questions & Answers About plot summary of the marriage of
anansewa

No Question Answer

1 What is the main plot of 'The
Marriage of Anansewa'?

'The Marriage of Anansewa' is a comedic play that centers
around Anansewa, a young girl who is eager to get married.
Her father, Okomfo Ananse, tries to arrange her marriage
with wealthy suitors to boost his status, leading to humorous
and satirical situations as Anansewa navigates her desires
and societal expectations.
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2 Who are the main characters in
'The Marriage of Anansewa'?

The main characters include Anansewa, the young girl eager
to marry; her father Okomfo Ananse, who arranges her
marriage; and her suitors, such as Nana Kwaku and others,
who are vying for her hand. The play also features other
family members and community figures that contribute to the
humorous and satirical tone.

3 What themes are explored in 'The
Marriage of Anansewa'?

The play explores themes such as marriage and societal
expectations, greed and materialism, deception, family
dynamics, and the satirical critique of traditional customs and
the obsession with wealth and status.

4 How does 'The Marriage of
Anansewa' use humor and satire?

The play employs humor through exaggerated characters and
humorous situations, while satire is used to critique societal
norms, the obsession with wealth, and the foolishness of blind
conformity to tradition, highlighting the absurdity of certain
customs.

5 What is the significance of the title
'The Marriage of Anansewa'?

The title signifies the central focus on Anansewa's marriage
and her father's manipulative role in arranging it. It also
alludes to the traditional storytelling character 'Ananse,'
symbolizing cunning and wit, which reflects the play's satirical
tone.

6 What role does traditional
Ghanaian culture play in the play?

Traditional Ghanaian cultural practices, especially those
related to marriage, social status, and family honor, are
central to the plot. The play critiques these customs by
highlighting their absurdities and the lengths people go to
uphold societal expectations.

7 Is 'The Marriage of Anansewa'
based on any cultural or historical
context?

Yes, the play is rooted in Ghanaian culture and society, and it
reflects the traditional practices, social hierarchies, and
values related to marriage and community life. It also offers
social commentary on the influence of materialism and the
importance placed on wealth.

8 What is the overall message or
moral of 'The Marriage of
Anansewa'?

The play conveys a satirical critique of societal obsession with
wealth and traditional customs, encouraging viewers to
question blind adherence to tradition and to value genuine
love and integrity over material gain.

Anansewa, Ghanaian drama, marriage themes, family relationships, social commentary, African literature,
comedic play, cultural traditions, gender roles, narrative analysis
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