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The Night Of The Long Knives

The night of the long knives refers to a pivotal event in German history that profoundly shaped the course
of the Nazi regime and the broader landscape of 20th-century politics. This clandestine purge, carried out over
a span of several days in June 1934, targeted political rivals, perceived threats within the Nazi Party, and
consolidating Adolf Hitler’s power. Understanding this event is crucial for appreciating how the Nazi dictatorship
solidified its grip on Germany and set the stage for the atrocities that would follow.

Background and Context of the Night of the Long Knives

The Rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party

Adolf Hitler’s ascent to power was marked by strategic political maneuvering, propaganda, and violent
suppression of opposition. By the early 1930s, the Nazi Party had become a formidable political force,
capitalizing on economic instability, national humiliation from the Treaty of Versailles, and widespread
resentment.

The Role of the Sturmabteilung (SA)

The SA, also known as the Brownshirts, was the Nazi Party's paramilitary organization. Led by Ernst Röhm, the
SA played a significant role in intimidating political opponents and rallying support. However, as the Nazi
movement grew, tensions arose within the party regarding the SA’s increasing size and Röhm’s radical views.



Concerns Within the German Military and Conservative Circles

The German military (Reichswehr) and conservative political leaders viewed the SA’s radicalism and Röhm’s
push for a “second revolution” as threats to stability. They feared the SA’s influence and Röhm’s calls for a
“second revolution” that would threaten the existing military hierarchy and conservative order.

The Events of the Night of the Long Knives

Timing and Planning

The purge officially began on June 30, 1934, and continued into July 2. Hitler and his inner circle orchestrated
the operation, aiming to eliminate perceived enemies within the Nazi movement and beyond.

Main Targets and Key Figures

The primary targets included:

Ernst Röhm and other SA leaders1.
Political opponents such as Gregor Strasser and former Chancellor Kurt von Schleicher2.
Conservative critics and potential rivals3.

Notably, Röhm was arrested and executed, marking the culmination of the purge.

Sequence of Events

- June 30, 1934: The operation began with a series of arrests and executions of SA leaders and political rivals. -
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Knives remains one of the most significant and controversial episodes in 20th-century history. Often depicted
as a brutal purge orchestrated by Adolf Hitler, this event marked a decisive turning point in the consolidation of
Nazi power and the transformation of Germany's political landscape. In this comprehensive review, we will
explore the origins, execution, and aftermath of this infamous purge, providing a nuanced understanding of its
impact and legacy.

Introduction: Setting the Stage for the Night of the Long Knives

The early 1930s in Germany were characterized by political instability, economic turmoil, and societal
upheaval. The Weimar Republic was struggling to maintain stability amid rising extremism from both the left
and right. Among the emerging right-wing factions, the Nazi Party, led by Adolf Hitler, was rapidly gaining
influence, appealing to nationalistic sentiments, anti-communist fears, and dissatisfaction with the Treaty of
Versailles. Key Factors Leading to the Purge: - Power Consolidation: Hitler aimed to secure absolute control over
the Nazi Party and eliminate rivals within. - Protection of the Party's Image: The SA (Sturmabteilung or
Brownshirts), led by Ernst Röhm, was instrumental in Hitler's rise but became increasingly problematic due to
its radicalism and Röhm's ambitions. - Political Threats: The Nazi Party's growth attracted attention from
conservative elites and the German Army, who viewed the SA's radicalism as a threat to stability. - Internal
Struggles: Tensions between different factions within the Nazi movement created a volatile environment.
Understanding these dynamics is crucial to appreciating why the Night of the Long Knives was not merely a
random act of violence, but a calculated move to secure Hitler’s grip on power.

What Was the Night of the Long Knives?

The term “Night of the Long Knives” (German: Nacht der langen Messer) refers to a series of political
extrajudicial executions carried out between June 30 and July 2, 1934. These targeted primarily the



Sturmabteilung (SA), the Nazi paramilitary organization, along with other political adversaries and rivals. Main
Objectives of the Purge: - Eliminate the Radical Left and the SA's Leadership: Röhm and other SA leaders posed
a threat by advocating for a "second revolution" and pushing for a more radical socialist agenda. - Reassure the
German Army and Conservative Elites: To gain their support, Hitler needed to mitigate the SA’s influence, which
alarmed traditional military and political figures. - Consolidate Personal Power: The purge was a means for
Hitler to remove dissent within the Nazi movement and establish a more centralized authority. Scope of the
Event: - The operation involved covert arrests, executions, and public show trials. - It was carried out over a
span of a few days but had lasting repercussions on the Nazi regime's structure.

Key Players and Targets

Adolf Hitler: The mastermind behind the purge, aiming to eliminate threats and solidify his dictatorship. Ernst
Röhm: The head of the SA and a close ally of Hitler in the early days. His increasing radicalism and ambitions
made him a prime target. Heinrich Himmler: Leader of the SS, who played a crucial role in executing the purge.
Reinhard Heydrich: Head of the SD (Sicherheitsdienst), involved in intelligence and security operations.
Conservative Elites and the Military: Including President Paul von Hindenburg and the German Army leadership,
who viewed the SA as a liability. Other Victims: - Political Opponents: Such as former Chancellor Kurt von
Schleicher and Gregor Strasser, a prominent Nazi who had fallen out of favor. - Potential Rivals: Various SA
leaders and extremist factions seen as obstacles to Hitler’s consolidation of power.

The Execution of the Purge

June 30, 1934 – The Beginning: The operation was launched unexpectedly during the night, initiated by Hitler
and his close advisers. It involved: - Covert Operations: SS units, under Himmler and Heydrich, arrested and
executed SA leaders and political enemies. - Public Show Trials: Some victims were publicly tried and executed,
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serving as warnings to others. Major Incidents During the Night: - The murder of Ernst Röhm, who was shot in
his cell after being detained. - The killing of Gre

Questions & Answers About the night of the long knives

No Question Answer

1 What was the Night of the Long
Knives?

The Night of the Long Knives was a purge that took place in Nazi
Germany from June 30 to July 2, 1934, during which Adolf Hitler's
regime carried out a series of political extrajudicial executions
targeting the Sturmabteilung (SA) leadership and other political
opponents.

2 Why did Adolf Hitler order the
executions during the Night of the
Long Knives?

Hitler ordered the purge to eliminate the leadership of the SA,
particularly its leader Ernst Röhm, who posed a potential threat
to Hitler's power, and to appease the German Army, which saw
the SA's growing influence as a threat to their own authority.

3 How many people were killed during
the Night of the Long Knives?

It is estimated that approximately 85 to 200 people were killed
during the purge, including SA leaders, political adversaries, and
other perceived enemies of the Nazi regime.

4 What was the political significance of
the Night of the Long Knives?

The event solidified Hitler's control over the Nazi Party and
German government, eliminated potential rivals, and gained the
loyalty of the German Army, which viewed the purge as a
necessary step to stabilize the regime.

5 How did the public and international
community react to the Night of the
Long Knives?

The Nazi propaganda portrayed the purge as a necessary action
to protect Germany from chaos, and initially, the event was kept
somewhat secret, but over time, it became known as a brutal
consolidation of Hitler's power, drawing mixed reactions both
domestically and abroad.



6 What are the historical lessons
learned from the Night of the Long
Knives?

The event highlights the dangers of political purges, the use of
violence to consolidate power, and the importance of checks and
balances in preventing authoritarian regimes from becoming
violent and oppressive.

Nazi Germany, purge, SA, Ernst Röhm, Adolf Hitler, Hitler's rise, political violence, Nazi purge, Gestapo, 1934
events
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