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Complete Jewish Study Bible

The Complete Jewish Study Bible is a comprehensive and scholarly resource that offers a unique
perspective on the Scriptures by integrating Jewish traditions, customs, and insights into the translation and
interpretation of the Bible. It is designed for readers who seek to deepen their understanding of the Jewish
roots of Christianity and the original context of biblical texts. This study Bible serves as a bridge connecting
the Old and New Testaments, emphasizing their interconnectedness and the continuity of God's covenant
with His people. Its blend of traditional Jewish thought and modern biblical scholarship makes it an
invaluable resource for students, theologians, pastors, and lay readers alike.

Origins and Development of the Complete Jewish Study Bible

Historical Background

The Complete Jewish Study Bible was developed by a team of Jewish and Christian scholars committed to
presenting the Scriptures from a Messianic Jewish perspective. Its roots trace back to the desire to recover
the Jewish context of the Bible, which is often obscured in traditional Christian translations.

Key Contributors

Dr. David H. Stern, a renowned Messianic Jewish scholar, played a pivotal role in the development of the1.
original Complete Jewish Bible.
The project involved scholars from diverse backgrounds, including Jewish rabbis, Christian theologians,2.
and biblical linguists, ensuring a balanced and authentic presentation.

Publication and Editions

The first edition of the Complete Jewish Study Bible was published in 2016 by Jewish Publication Society in
collaboration with Messianic Jewish organizations. Since then, it has become a widely respected resource,
with subsequent editions refining and expanding its content.

Unique Features of the Complete Jewish Study Bible

Translation Philosophy

The translation in the Complete Jewish Study Bible aims to:

Reflect the original Hebrew and Aramaic texts as accurately as possible.1.
Incorporate Jewish idioms, customs, and cultural nuances.2.
Present the text in a way that is accessible to both Jewish and Christian readers.3.

This approach ensures that the reader gains insight into the original intent and cultural background of biblical



passages.

Messianic Jewish Perspective

Unlike many traditional Bible translations, this study Bible:

Recognizes Jesus (Yeshua) as the Messiah within a Jewish context.1.
Highlights Messianic prophecies and their fulfillment in the New Testament.2.
Bridges the theological gap between Judaism and Christianity.3.

Extensive Commentary and Notes

The Complete Jewish Study Bible features:

Detailed footnotes explaining cultural, linguistic, and historical aspects.1.
Commentary on Jewish festivals, customs, and laws mentioned in the text.2.
Cross-references linking related passages across both Testaments.3.

Inclusion of Jewish Texts and Traditions

Quotes from Jewish sages and rabbis.1.
Explanations of traditional Jewish practices relevant to biblical narratives.2.
Insights into Hebrew words and phrases, often presented with transliterations and definitions.3.

Structure and Organization

Book Introductions

Each biblical book begins with an introduction that covers:

Historical background1.
Authorship and date2.
Literary structure3.
Key themes and messages4.
Relevance to both Jewish and Christian readers5.

Reading Plans and Study Aids

The Bible includes:

Reading plans tailored for different study goals1.
Maps illustrating biblical geography2.
Timelines of biblical events3.
Glossaries of Hebrew terms4.

Appendices and Additional Resources
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The appendix sections provide:

Charts comparing Jewish and Christian interpretations1.
Lists of Messianic prophecies and their New Testament fulfillments2.
Articles on Jewish festivals and customs3.

Significance of the Complete Jewish Study Bible

Promoting Understanding and Dialogue

By emphasizing the Jewish roots of Christianity, the Complete Jewish Study Bible fosters:

Greater appreciation for the cultural and historical context of Scripture.1.
Dialogue between Jewish and Christian communities.2.
A more holistic understanding of God's covenant history.3.

Educational Value

Students and scholars benefit from:

In-depth analysis rooted in original languages.1.
Exposure to Jewish traditions that influence biblical interpretation.2.
A balanced approach that respects both faith perspectives.3.

Personal Spiritual Growth

For individual readers, the study Bible:

Enhances spiritual insight by connecting biblical teachings to Jewish faith and practice.1.
Encourages a deeper relationship with the Scriptures.2.
Provides a fresh perspective on familiar passages.3.

How to Use the Complete Jewish Study Bible Effectively

Approach with an Open Mind

Recognize the unique perspective it offers.1.
Be open to learning about Jewish customs and traditions.2.

Leverage the Study Notes

Use footnotes to clarify difficult passages.1.
Explore cross-references to deepen understanding.2.

Incorporate Additional Resources

Combine with commentaries and books on Jewish history.1.
Attend group studies or classes focusing on biblical roots.2.



Personal Reflection and Application

Reflect on how the Jewish context enriches your understanding of the Messiah.1.
Apply insights to prayer, worship, and daily life.2.

Criticisms and Considerations

While highly valued, the Complete Jewish Study Bible has faced some critique, including:

Perceived bias toward Messianic Jewish interpretations.1.
Potential for theological disagreements between Jewish and Christian doctrines.2.
The challenge of balancing scholarly rigor with accessibility.3.

However, proponents argue that its unique perspective is precisely what makes it a valuable tool for biblical
study.

Conclusion

The Complete Jewish Study Bible stands out as a remarkable resource that combines rigorous scholarship
with a dedication to uncovering the Jewish roots of Scripture. Its translation approach, along with extensive
commentary and insights, offers readers a richer understanding of the Bible's historical, cultural, and
theological dimensions. Whether used for personal study, teaching, or interfaith dialogue, this study Bible
bridges the gap between Judaism and Christianity, fostering a deeper appreciation for the continuity and
fulfillment of God's promises throughout biblical history. As a guide to exploring the Scriptures through a
Jewish lens, it continues to inspire and inform believers seeking to grasp the full richness of God's Word.

Complete Jewish Study Bible: An In-Depth Review The Complete Jewish Study Bible stands as a significant
contribution to biblical scholarship, especially for readers interested in exploring the Jewish roots of the
Christian faith. This comprehensive resource offers a unique perspective by blending traditional Jewish
insights with modern biblical scholarship, making it an invaluable tool for students, clergy, and lay readers
alike. Below, we delve into the various facets of this study Bible, examining its features, strengths, and areas
for consideration.

Introduction to the Complete Jewish Study Bible

The Complete Jewish Study Bible (CJSB) is an extensive edition that combines the text of the Tanakh
(Hebrew Bible) and the New Covenant writings (New Testament) with detailed notes, commentary, and
contextual explanations rooted in Jewish tradition and scholarship. Edited by David H. Stern, a Messianic
Jewish theologian and scholar, the Bible aims to bridge the gap between Jewish heritage and Christian faith,
emphasizing the continuity of the biblical narrative. Key Features: - Dual translation approach: Incorporates
the Complete Jewish Bible (CJB) translation alongside traditional versions. - Rich commentary: Provides
historical, cultural, and theological insights. - Extensive footnotes and articles: Deep dives into topics like
Jewish festivals, law, prophecy, and Messianic expectations. - Emphasis on original language nuances:
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Highlights Hebrew words and idioms to deepen understanding.

Translation Philosophy and Language

The backbone of the CJSB is the Complete Jewish Bible translation, which seeks to present the Scriptures
in a way that reflects Jewish idioms, idiomatic expressions, and cultural contexts. Unlike more traditional
translations, the CJB aims for a balance between readability and conveying the Jewish flavor of the original
texts. Highlights: - Jewish terminology: Uses terms like "Torah" instead of "Law," "HaShem" instead of "the
Lord," and "Yeshua" instead of "Jesus." - Messianic emphasis: Highlights references to the Messiah
throughout the text. - Literal yet accessible: Strives for a translation that remains faithful to the Hebrew text
while being understandable to contemporary readers. Considerations: - Some readers might find the
translation style less formal or traditional, which could affect their preference depending on their background.
- The frequent use of Hebrew terms may require a learning curve for some readers unfamiliar with Jewish
terminology.

Content and Structure

The Complete Jewish Study Bible is structured to facilitate both casual reading and in-depth study. It
includes the full text of the Tanakh and the New Testament, supplemented with comprehensive notes and
commentary, making it akin to a study Bible with scholarly depth. Main Components: 1. Biblical Texts: -
Tanakh (Old Testament) with Hebrew roots emphasized. - New Testament writings, presented within their
Jewish context. 2. Introductory Essays: - Provide historical background, theological themes, and cultural
insights. - Cover topics such as Jewish festivals, biblical law, and messianic prophecies. 3. Study Notes and
Commentary: - Clarify difficult passages. - Explain idiomatic expressions. - Highlight Hebrew words and their
significance. 4. Articles and Appendices: - Offer deeper dives into specific topics like the Jewish calendar,
the significance of the Temple, or the Jewish understanding of the Messiah. 5. Maps and Charts: - Visual
aids to understand biblical geography and timelines. 6. Glossary: - Definitions of Hebrew terms, concepts,
and customs.

Strengths of the Complete Jewish Study Bible

1. Rich Jewish Context and Heritage One of the standout features of the CJSB is its emphasis on Jewish
tradition and culture. It helps readers understand the Bible not just as a set of religious texts but as a product
of ancient Jewish life, customs, and beliefs. - Insights into Jewish festivals like Passover, Sukkot, and Yom
Kippur. - Explanation of Jewish law (Halakha) and its influence on biblical narratives. - Clarification of
Hebrew idioms and idiomatic expressions that are often lost in translation. 2. Messianic Focus The
translation and commentary consistently point toward the Jewish expectation of the Messiah, Yeshua
(Jesus), making it especially valuable for Messianic Jews and Christian readers interested in biblical
prophecy and fulfillment. - Highlights messianic prophecies, such as Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22. - Presents



Yeshua as the Jewish Messiah within the Jewish context, emphasizing continuity rather than discontinuity. 3.
Comprehensive Study Notes The notes are detailed, providing historical, linguistic, and theological
explanations that deepen understanding. - Clarify complex passages, such as those involving sacrifices, law,
or prophecy. - Offer cross-references and insights into related passages. 4. Accessibility and Readability
While scholarly, the translation remains accessible to a broad audience, making it suitable for both personal
devotions and academic study. 5. Visual and Educational Aids Maps, charts, and diagrams help readers
visualize biblical geography and timelines, enhancing comprehension.

Potential Limitations and Considerations

While the Complete Jewish Study Bible offers many strengths, some aspects may be less suitable for certain
audiences. 1. Language and Terminology - The frequent use of Hebrew terms and Jewish concepts may be
unfamiliar to some readers, requiring additional study or glossary consultation. - The translation's style may
not appeal to those seeking a more traditional or formal translation. 2. Messianic Perspective Bias - The
emphasis on Yeshua as the Messiah reflects a Messianic Jewish viewpoint. - Readers from strictly
traditional Christian or Jewish backgrounds might find this perspective too focused or interpretive. 3.
Academic Depth - Though accessible, some notes are quite scholarly, which may be overwhelming for
casual readers seeking simple devotional reading. 4. Limited Non-Jewish Context - The focus on Jewish
culture might underrepresent non-Jewish historical and cultural perspectives on the biblical texts.

Comparison with Other Study Bibles

When evaluating the Complete Jewish Study Bible, it’s helpful to compare it with other popular editions: -
NIV Study Bible: More traditional Christian perspective, broader audience, less emphasis on Jewish roots. -
ESV Study Bible: Focuses on theological depth within a Reformed tradition. - Jewish Study Bibles (e.g.,
Jewish Publication Society): More aligned with Jewish scholarly traditions, often without Messianic
emphasis. Unique Selling Points of CJSB: - Its integration of Jewish heritage directly into the translation. -
The Messianic focus that bridges Jewish and Christian interpretations. - The detailed commentary rooted in
Jewish thought and tradition.

Who Should Use the Complete Jewish Study Bible?

Ideal for: - Messianic Jewish believers seeking to deepen their understanding of the Scriptures. - Christians
interested in exploring the Jewish roots of their faith. - Students and scholars studying biblical history,
theology, and culture. - Anyone looking for a translation that emphasizes the continuity between the Old and
New Testaments. Less suitable for: - Readers seeking a purely traditional Christian translation without
Jewish contextual emphasis. - Those unfamiliar with Hebrew or Jewish customs who may find the
terminology and commentary challenging without supplementary resources.
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Conclusion: An Essential Resource for Exploring Biblical Roots

The Complete Jewish Study Bible stands out as a comprehensive, insightful, and culturally rich resource that
emphasizes the Jewish roots of biblical faith. Its translation and commentary provide a nuanced
understanding of Scripture, making it especially valuable for Messianic believers, students of theology, and
anyone interested in the Jewish context of the Bible. While it presents a specific interpretive lens
emphasizing Messianic fulfillment and Jewish tradition, its scholarly depth and practical features make it a
worthwhile addition to any biblical library. Whether used for personal devotion, academic study, or as a
bridge between faith communities, the Complete Jewish Study Bible offers a unique and profound way to
engage with the biblical text. In short, if you're seeking a Bible that marries traditional Jewish insights with
modern scholarship and offers a fresh perspective on Scripture, the Complete Jewish Study Bible is an
excellent choice that enriches understanding and fosters a deeper appreciation of the biblical narrative’s
cultural and theological roots.

Questions & Answers About complete jewish study bible

No Question Answer

1 What is the Complete Jewish Study
Bible?

The Complete Jewish Study Bible is a comprehensive Bible
translation that integrates Jewish traditions, commentary, and
perspectives, aiming to provide a Messianic Jewish
understanding of the Scriptures.

2 How does the Complete Jewish
Study Bible differ from other Bible
translations?

It combines a modern English translation with extensive
commentary rooted in Jewish culture, history, and Messianic
faith, emphasizing the Jewish roots of Christianity and
including Hebrew terminology and notes.

3 Who is the target audience for the
Complete Jewish Study Bible?

The Bible is designed for Messianic Jews, Jewish believers,
and Christians interested in understanding the Jewish context
of the Scriptures and exploring the Jewish roots of their faith.

4 What kind of supplementary
features are included in the
Complete Jewish Study Bible?

It features detailed commentary, articles on Jewish festivals
and customs, explanations of Hebrew words, and insights into
biblical history and geography to enhance understanding.

5 Is the Complete Jewish Study Bible
suitable for studying the New
Testament?

Yes, its emphasis on Jewish context makes it particularly
valuable for studying the New Testament, highlighting its
Jewish roots and connections to Old Testament traditions.

6 Can the Complete Jewish Study
Bible be used for academic biblical
research?

While it offers valuable insights and cultural context, it is
primarily a study Bible for devotional and theological study
rather than an academic resource; however, its commentary
can complement scholarly research.

7 What editions of the Complete
Jewish Study Bible are available?

It is available in various editions, including hardcover, leather-
bound, and digital formats, often with study notes, maps, and
additional resources for in-depth study.



8 Is the Complete Jewish Study Bible
available in different languages?

Currently, it is primarily available in English, but there are plans
or ongoing efforts to translate it into other languages to reach a
wider audience.

9 Where can I purchase the
Complete Jewish Study Bible?

It can be purchased through major Christian and Jewish
bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and the publisher’s
website, often with options for both physical and digital copies.

Jewish Study Bible, Tanakh, Hebrew Bible, Jewish scriptures, Old Testament, Torah, Tanach, Jewish
commentary, biblical studies, Jewish learning
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