Professional Hair Color Conversion Chart

Professional Hair Color Conversion Chart: Your Ultimate Guide for Salon Success In the world of
professional hair coloring, precision and consistency are key. Whether you're a seasoned stylist or a
budding apprentice, understanding the nuances of hair color conversion is essential to delivering flawless
results. A professional hair color conversion chart serves as an invaluable tool, helping stylists navigate the
complex relationships between natural hair tones, developer strengths, and various dye formulations. By
mastering this chart, you can ensure predictable outcomes, reduce mistakes, and enhance client
satisfaction.

What Is a Professional Hair Color Conversion Chart?

A professional hair color conversion chart is a visual guide that maps out how different hair colors and
shades relate to one another, especially when transitioning between brands, formulations, or levels. It
provides quick reference points for: - Converting colors from one brand to another - Adjusting formulas
based on hair level and desired tone - Understanding how developer strength impacts color results -
Anticipating how hair will respond to different processing times and products Using this chart effectively
allows stylists to recreate consistent shades, troubleshoot color mishaps, and customize color formulations
to meet individual client needs.

Understanding Hair Color Levels and Tones

Before diving into the conversion chart specifics, it's crucial to understand the basics of hair color levels
and tones.

Hair Color Levels
Hair levels range from 1 to 10, with each number representing a different lightness or darkness:

Level 1: Black

Level 2: Dark Brown

Level 3: Brown

Level 4: Dark Blonde

Level 5: Light Brown

Level 6: Dark Blonde / Dark Blonde
Level 7: Blonde

Level 8: Light Blonde

Level 9: Very Light Blonde

Level 10: Lightest Blonde (Platinum)

oo N U e wWwN e

=
e

Hair Tone (Hue)

Tones describe the underlying hue of the hair color:
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Ash (cool, smoky)

Beige (neutral)

Gold (warm, yellow)
Copper (reddish-orange)

ik wh e

Mahogany (rich reddish-brown)

Understanding these fundamentals is essential for interpreting the conversion chart accurately.
Components of a Hair Color Conversion Chart
A comprehensive professional hair color conversion chart typically includes the following elements:

Color Levels and Shades

Visual representations of different levels and shades for easy comparison across brands.

Brand-to-Brand Conversion

Guidelines on how to match shades from one brand (e.g., Wella, L'Oréal, Schwarzkopf) to another,
considering formulation differences.

Developer Strengths and Their Effects

Information on how 10, 20, 30, or 40-volume developers influence the lifting or depositing process.

Processing Times and Results

Details on how varying processing times can alter the final shade, especially when converting colors.

Formulation Ratios

Recommended mixing ratios for different formulations to achieve consistent results.

How to Use a Professional Hair Color Conversion Chart
Effectively

Maximizing the utility of a professional hair color conversion chart involves understanding and applying
several best practices.

Identify the Starting Shade

Assess the current hair color level and tone accurately before selecting a conversion pathway.

Match the Desired Result

Determine the target shade and note its corresponding level and tone on the chart.



Choose the Correct Brand and Formula

Use the chart to find equivalent shades across brands, considering formulation differences and developer
strengths.

Adjust for Hair Condition and Porosity

Factor in the client's hair health, as damaged or porous hair may process differently, requiring formula
adjustments.

Perform Strand Tests

Always perform patch and strand tests to verify how hair responds to the chosen formula before full
application.

Common Scenarios and Conversion Tips

Understanding practical applications enhances your proficiency with the conversion chart.

Converting from Dark Brown to Light Blonde

- Use the chart to find the equivalent lightening shade. - Typically, you'll need a higher-volume developer
(20 or 30) and multiple processes. - Adjust processing times to prevent over-processing.

Matching Shades Across Brands

- For example, Wella's 6/0 (Dark Blonde Ash) may correspond to L'Oréal’s 6A. - Confirm the underlying
tones to avoid unwanted warmth or coolness.

Correcting Color Mistakes

- If a client’s hair turns out too warm, consult the chart to find a cooler equivalent or a toner match. - For
overly dark results, select a lighter shade and appropriate developer for re-lightening.

Creating Custom Colors

- Combine shades based on the conversion chart’s guidance to achieve unique hues. - Mix shades from
different brands carefully, considering their base tones and formulations.

Benefits of Using a Professional Hair Color Conversion Chart

Incorporating a professional hair color conversion chart into your practice offers numerous advantages:

1. Consistency: Achieve predictable results across different brands and formulations.

2. Efficiency: Save time by quickly referencing appropriate shades and formulas.

3. Cost-Effectiveness: Minimize waste by using accurate conversions and formulations.

4. Client Satisfaction: Deliver the exact shade clients desire, boosting confidence and loyalty.
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5. Professional Growth: Enhance your technical knowledge and stay current with industry standards.

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Hair Color Conversion

A professional hair color conversion chart is an indispensable resource for any hairstylist aiming to elevate
their craft. By understanding how to interpret and apply the chart’s information, you can confidently
navigate the complex landscape of hair coloring. From converting shades across brands to adjusting
formulas for individual hair types, mastery of this tool ensures consistent, high-quality results that keep
clients coming back. Remember, while charts provide excellent guidance, always supplement their use
with professional judgment, strand tests, and ongoing education. As the industry evolves with new brands
and formulations, staying informed and adaptable will ensure your success as a professional stylist.
Embrace the power of your professional hair color conversion chart—your key to limitless creativity,
precision, and client satisfaction in the art of hair coloring.

Professional Hair Color Conversion Chart: The Ultimate Guide for Stylists and Color Enthusiasts

In the world of professional hair coloring, precision and consistency are paramount. Whether you're a
seasoned stylist or a dedicated enthusiast, understanding the professional hair color conversion chart is
essential for achieving flawless results every time. This invaluable resource bridges the gap between
different color brands, formulations, and techniques, ensuring that your desired shade is accurately
replicated across various products. In this comprehensive guide, we'll explore the importance of color
conversion, how to interpret a professional hair color conversion chart, and practical tips for seamless color
transformations.

What Is a Professional Hair Color Conversion Chart?

A professional hair color conversion chart is a detailed reference tool used by hairstylists and colorists to
translate hair color formulations from one brand or system to another. Since different manufacturers often
have their own color lines, numbering systems, and formulations, it can be challenging to replicate a
specific shade when switching brands or upgrading techniques.

Why Is It Important?

1. Consistency: Ensures clients receive predictable, uniform results regardless of the product used.

2. Efficiency: Saves time during consultations and application by providing quick reference points.

3. Flexibility: Allows stylists to work with a variety of brands without compromising the desired outcome.

4. Cost-Effectiveness: Helps in choosing the most suitable products for specific shades, reducing trial-and-
error.

Understanding the Components of a Hair Color Conversion Chart

A typical professional hair color conversion chart includes several key elements designed to facilitate
accurate conversions:

1. Base or Level System

Most color charts categorize shades by levels (lightness to darkness), typically numbered from 1 (Black) to
10 (Light Blonde). Understanding your client’s current level is crucial before selecting the new shade.

1. Tone or Undertone Indicators



Colors also have undertones such as ash, gold, copper, or neutral. The chart indicates how these tones
translate across brands.

1. Color Formulation Equivalents

This section shows how to adjust formulas when switching brands—e.q., if a formula calls for a 7N (light
neutral blonde) in one system, what corresponds to that in another.

1. Developer Compatibility

The chart often specifies suitable developer volumes for achieving certain shades, ensuring optimal
deposit and lift.

1. Shade Names and Numberings

Different brands may use different naming conventions—some use numbers, others use descriptive
names. The chart aligns these for easy cross-reference.

How to Use a Professional Hair Color Conversion Chart
Step 1: Determine the Client’s Current Level and Tone

1. Use a hair level guide or perform a test strand to identify the current shade.
2. Note the undertone (ash, gold, copper, neutral).

Step 2: Identify the Desired Shade

1. Clarify the target shade, including level and tone.
2. Decide if the color is a lift, deposit, or a combination.

Step 3: Find the Corresponding Shade

1. Locate the current and target shades on the conversion chart.
2. Follow the suggested equivalents for the brand you plan to use.

Step 4: Adjust Formulation Accordingly

1. Use the chart’s guidance to modify the formula—adding or reducing certain hues or intensities.
2. Consider the underlying pigment and how it may influence the final result.

Step 5: Choose the Appropriate Developer

1. Refer to developer recommendations to ensure proper lift and deposit.

2. Keep in mind that different brands may require different developer volumes to achieve similar results.

Step 6: Perform a Strand Test

1. Always perform a strand test before full application to verify the outcome.
2. Adjust the formula if necessary based on test results.

Practical Tips for Seamless Hair Color Conversion

1. Always verify undertones: Different brands may have subtle variations in tone, so always confirm
undertones when converting shades.
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2. Understand the underlying pigment: Be aware of the natural hair's undertones and how they may
influence the final color.

3. Consider the formulation differences: Some brands have more pigment deposit or lift power; adjust
formulas accordingly.

4. Maintain records: Keep detailed notes of formulas and conversions used for future reference.

5. Stay updated: Color lines evolve, and new products or formulations may alter conversion standards.

Common Examples of Color Conversion

Here are a few typical conversions to illustrate how a professional hair color conversion chart might be
used:

Example 1: From Wella Koleston to L'Oréal Professionnel

1. Current shade: Wella 7N (Light Blonde Neutral)

2. Target brand: L'Oréal Majirel

3. Conversion: L'Oréal Majirel 7N or 7.1 (depending on undertone match)
4. Developer: 20 or 30 volume, depending on lift needed

Example 2: From Schwarzkopf Igora to Goldwell

1. Current shade: Igora 8A (Light Blonde Ash)

2. Target brand: Goldwell Topchic

3. Conversion: Goldwell 8A or 8A Natural Ash

4. Notes: Adjust with a small amount of ash toning if undertones differ

Limitations and Considerations
While a professional hair color conversion chart is a valuable resource, it's important to remember:

1. Variability in hair: Porosity, previous treatments, and natural hair color can influence results.

2. Brand formulations: Different brands may have unique pigment strengths, so conversions are
approximate.

3. Personal expertise: Experience and judgment are vital; charts serve as guides, not absolutes.

Final Thoughts: Mastering Color Conversions for Professional Excellence

A thorough understanding of the professional hair color conversion chart empowers stylists to deliver
consistent, predictable, and personalized results for their clients. By mastering how to interpret and utilize
these charts effectively, you can confidently navigate between brands, formulations, and
techniques—enhancing your versatility and professionalism in the salon.

Remember, the key to successful hair coloring lies not only in the tools and charts but also in your skill,
judgment, and attention to detail. Continually update your knowledge, perform test strands, and keep
detailed records to refine your craft. With practice and precision, mastering hair color conversions
becomes an invaluable part of your toolkit for creating stunning, customized hair colors that leave clients
thrilled.

Stay inspired and keep experimenting—beautiful results are just a conversion away!



Questions & Answers About professional hair color conversion

chart
No Question Answer
1 What is a professional hair color A professional hair color conversion chart is a tool that helps

conversion chart and why is it
important?

stylists accurately translate hair color formulations from one
brand or system to another, ensuring consistent results. It is
important for maintaining color accuracy and achieving
desired shades across different products.

professional hair color conversion
charts?

2 How do | use a hair color To use a hair color conversion chart for color correction,
conversion chart for color identify the current hair color, find the corresponding shade
correction? on the chart, and then select the recommended formula or

equivalent shade in your preferred brand to achieve the
desired correction.

3 Can a hair color conversion chart Yes, a professional hair color conversion chart can assist in
help with mixing colors for vivid or | mixing shades by providing equivalents and formulas,
pastel shades? especially when combining colors for vibrant or pastel effects,

ensuring predictable and consistent results.

4 | Are hair color conversion charts While conversion charts provide valuable guidance, their
applicable to all hair types and recommendations are primarily based on color formulations
textures? and may need adjustments depending on hair type, texture,

and condition. Consulting a professional stylist is advised for
personalized results.

5 How often should | update or refer | It's recommended to update and reference your hair color
to a hair color conversion chart in conversion chart regularly, especially when new brands or
my salon practice? products are introduced, to ensure accuracy and stay current

with industry trends and formulations.

6 What are common mistakes to Common mistakes include misidentifying the current hair
avoid when using a professional color, ignoring hair condition, not considering underlying
hair color conversion chart? pigments, and blindly following the chart without adjusting for

hair texture or porosity. Always test a small section first.

7 Where can | find reliable Reliable conversion charts can be found through professional

brand websites, industry trade resources, salon training
materials, and reputable online platforms dedicated to hair
coloring education. Always choose charts from trusted
sources.

hair color conversion, hair color chart, professional hair coloring, hair dye guide, color matching chart, hair

color palette, salon hair color, hair color formula, hair coloring guide, hair tint conversion
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