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New Scofield Reference Bible 1967
Edition

New Scofield Reference Bible 1967 Edition The New Scofield Reference Bible 1967 Edition remains
one of the most influential and widely respected study Bibles in Christian circles. Renowned for its meticulous
cross-references, comprehensive annotations, and theological insights, this edition continues to serve as a vital
resource for pastors, scholars, students, and lay readers alike. Whether you're delving into biblical history,
theology, or seeking guidance for personal study, the 1967 edition of Scofield's work provides a rich, detailed
foundation rooted in biblical scholarship and faith.

Overview of the New Scofield Reference Bible 1967
Edition
The 1967 edition of the Scofield Reference Bible is a revision and update of the classic 1909 original,
incorporating scholarly advancements and clearer presentation while maintaining the original’s core features.
It is distinguished by its extensive system of cross-references, comprehensive footnotes, and theological
commentary rooted in dispensationalism. Key Features Include: - Complete Text of the King James Version
(KJV): The Bible text used throughout is the authoritative 1611 King James Version, ensuring traditional
language and poetic cadence. - Extensive Cross-References: Over 100,000 cross-references connect verses,
themes, and prophecies, facilitating deeper Bible study. - Dispensationalist Annotations: The notes reflect
Scofield's dispensationalist framework, emphasizing the distinction between different biblical dispensations
and God's plan of salvation. - Introduction and Outline to Each Book: Provides context and thematic overviews
to aid understanding. - Topical and Chronological Charts: Visual aids to help readers grasp biblical timelines
and key doctrines.

Historical Background and Significance
The Scofield Reference Bible was first published in 1909 under the guidance of C.I. Scofield, an American
theologian and Presbyterian minister. Its purpose was to provide a comprehensive study Bible that emphasized
dispensationalist theology, a view that interprets biblical history as divided into distinct periods or
"dispensations" in which God interacts with humanity in different ways. The 1967 edition was a significant
revision, aiming to improve readability and incorporate contemporary biblical scholarship. While maintaining
the original's essential features, the 1967 version reflected updated scholarship, clearer maps, and revised
footnotes, making it more accessible to modern readers. This edition has played a pivotal role in shaping
evangelical thought, especially among those who adhere to a dispensationalist understanding of prophecy and
salvation history. Its influence is evident in various theological discussions, teaching, and sermons.

Detailed Features of the 1967 Edition

Textual Integrity and Language
The Bible text in this edition remains the classic King James Version, known for its poetic beauty and historical
significance. The language, while archaic by modern standards, maintains the traditional style cherished by
many readers.



Annotations and Commentary
One of the most distinctive aspects of the Scofield Bible is its extensive footnotes and annotations, which
provide: - Dispensational Explanations: Clarify the different dispensations and their significance in biblical
history. - Prophecy Interpretations: Offer insights into prophetic passages, especially concerning Israel and the
Second Coming. - Theological Clarifications: Address doctrinal issues such as salvation, grace, and the role of
Israel.

Cross-References and Study Aids
The Bible includes over 100,000 cross-references, allowing readers to connect related passages across the
scriptures. Additional study aids include: - Topical Indexes: Help locate passages related to specific themes or
doctrines. - Charts and Maps: Visual representations of biblical events, timelines, and geographical locations
aid comprehension. - Book Introductions: Provide background, authorship, date, and key themes for each
book.

Design and Layout
The 1967 edition features a durable binding, clear typeface, and well-organized layout, making it suitable for
both personal study and teaching. The reference system is designed to be user-friendly, encouraging active
engagement with the text.

Dispensationalist Theology in the 1967 Edition
The Scofield Bible is particularly known for its dispensationalist approach, which divides biblical history into
distinct dispensations or periods, each characterized by specific divine tests and responsibilities. The main
dispensations highlighted include: - Innocence (before the Fall) - Conscience (from the Fall to Noah) - Human
Government (Noah to Abraham) - Promise (Abraham to Moses) - Law (Moses to Christ) - Grace (Church Age) -
Kingdom (Millennial Reign of Christ) This framework influences the footnotes and exegesis throughout the
Bible, especially in interpreting prophetic passages related to Israel and the end times.

How the 1967 Edition Compares to Other Versions
While many study Bibles exist today, the New Scofield Reference Bible 1967 Edition stands out for its: -
Historical Significance: As a revision of the original 1909 edition, it reflects mid-20th-century biblical
scholarship. - Dispensationalist Perspective: Unique among many study Bibles, emphasizing prophecy and
Israel's role in God's plan. - Integration of Notes and Scripture: Its extensive annotations are designed to
complement and deepen understanding of the biblical text. However, it is important to note that some critics
argue that Scofield's dispensationalist approach reflects a specific theological bias. Nevertheless, it remains a
foundational resource for those studying from a dispensationalist viewpoint.

Why Choose the New Scofield Reference Bible 1967
Edition?
For Personal Study: Its detailed annotations and cross-references make it an invaluable tool for in-depth Bible
study. For Teaching and Preaching: The notes provide clear explanations and interpretive insights, aiding
sermon preparation. For Theological Education: The dispensationalist framework offers a comprehensive
understanding of biblical prophecy and God's plan. For Historical Insight: The 1967 edition captures a
significant period in evangelical biblical scholarship, reflecting the theological perspectives of its time.
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Where to Find the 1967 Edition
Due to its age, the New Scofield Reference Bible 1967 Edition is often available through: - Online Rare
Book Sellers: Websites specializing in vintage or rare Bibles. - Christian Bookstores: Some stores carry older
editions or reprints. - Digital Archives: Certain platforms may offer digital scans or PDFs for study purposes.
When purchasing, verify the edition to ensure it matches the 1967 revision, especially if you seek the specific
annotations and features of this version.

Conclusion
The New Scofield Reference Bible 1967 Edition continues to serve as a cornerstone in biblical study within
dispensationalist circles. Its combination of authoritative scripture text, detailed cross-references, and
theological annotations makes it a comprehensive resource for anyone seeking to deepen their understanding
of the Bible. Whether for personal edification, scholarly research, or teaching, this edition offers a rich
tapestry of insights that connect the Old and New Testaments, illuminate prophecy, and affirm the central
themes of God's divine plan. Its enduring legacy underscores the importance of thoughtful study grounded in
tradition and scholarship, making it a timeless tool for believers and students of Scripture. Keywords for SEO
Optimization: New Scofield Reference Bible 1967 Edition, Scofield Bible, dispensationalist study Bible, Bible
commentary, cross-references, biblical prophecy, King James Version, biblical study tools, classic Bible
editions, evangelical study Bible

New Scofield Reference Bible 1967 Edition: A Comprehensive Review and Analysis The New Scofield
Reference Bible 1967 Edition stands as a significant milestone in the history of biblical study tools, merging
the authoritative text of the King James Version with a comprehensive system of references, annotations, and
theological insights. This edition has garnered both praise and critique over decades, serving as an essential
resource for pastors, scholars, and lay readers alike. Its enduring influence underscores its importance in
biblical scholarship and spiritual growth, making it a focal point for study and discussion even today.

Overview and Historical Context

The Origins of the Scofield Reference Bible
The original Scofield Reference Bible was first published in 1909 under the editorship of C.I. Scofield, an
American theologian and preacher. Designed to aid laypeople and clergy in understanding the Bible’s
interconnected themes and prophecies, it combined the text with extensive cross-references, explanatory
notes, and theological commentary rooted primarily in dispensationalist theology. Its innovative approach
helped popularize dispensationalism—a theological framework emphasizing the different ages or
"dispensations" of God's plan.

The 1967 Edition: A Milestone
The 1967 edition of the New Scofield Reference Bible arrived during a period of significant cultural and
theological shifts in America and around the world. Coming over half a century after the original, this edition
aimed to modernize language, improve readability, and refine the notes, while remaining faithful to Scofield’s
original dispensationalist perspective. It was published by Oxford University Press, a notable shift from earlier
editions that were often associated with more conservative publishers. This edition sought to serve a new
generation of readers, balancing traditional theological insights with the linguistic and contextual sensitivity
demanded by the mid-20th century. The 1967 edition remains one of the most widely circulated editions of the
Scofield Bible, with a lasting legacy in biblical studies and evangelical circles.



Content and Structure of the 1967 Edition

Textual Foundation: The King James Version
At its core, the 1967 Scofield Bible retains the classic King James Version (KJV), renowned for its poetic
language and historical significance. The choice of the KJV reflects Scofield’s desire to align with a translation
widely respected for its literary beauty and doctrinal influence. The biblical text is presented in a single-
column format, facilitating reading and study.

Cross-References and Marginal Notes
One of the hallmark features of the Scofield Bible is its extensive system of cross-references. These references
link verses across different parts of the Bible, allowing readers to trace themes, prophecies, and theological
concepts. In the 1967 edition, the cross-referencing system was refined for clarity and ease of use, making it
more accessible for both novice and seasoned readers. The marginal notes provide explanations, historical
background, and theological commentary. These notes are characterized by their dispensationalist
perspective, emphasizing prophecy, the distinction between Israel and the Church, and the fulfillment of
biblical promises through specific dispensations.

Dispensationalist Theology
The 1967 edition continues to espouse Scofield’s original dispensationalist framework, which divides biblical
history into distinct periods or "dispensations." These are characterized by unique divine-human interactions
and responsibilities. The main dispensations outlined are: - Innocence (Eden) - Conscience (Post-Fall to Flood)
- Human Government (Post-Flood) - Promise (Patriarchal era) - Law (Mosaic Covenant) - Grace (Church Age) -
Kingdom (Millennial reign) The notes and references frequently interpret Scripture through this lens,
emphasizing prophecy, Israel’s future, and the distinctness of the Church.

Key Features and Innovations in the 1967 Edition

Refined Language and Presentation
While the core biblical text remains the KJV, the 1967 edition features updated typesetting and marginal
annotations to improve readability. Efforts were made to clarify complex theological points and make
references more intuitive, aiming to appeal to a broader audience.

Enhanced Cross-Referencing System
The cross-references were expanded and reorganized to facilitate a more thematic understanding of Scripture.
This system allows readers to connect related passages more seamlessly, fostering a holistic comprehension of
biblical narratives and doctrines.

Updated Commentary and Annotations
Though largely retaining Scofield’s original notes, the 1967 edition introduced some updates to reflect
contemporary scholarship and historical understanding. These modifications aimed to preserve doctrinal
fidelity while making insights more accessible and relevant to modern readers.
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Additional Features
- Topical Indexes: The edition includes indexes for quick reference on themes such as prophecy, salvation, and
eschatology. - Maps and Charts: Visual aids depicting biblical geography, prophecy timelines, and doctrinal
summaries. - Footnotes and Clarifications: Additional notes to clarify difficult passages or common
misconceptions.

Strengths and Contributions of the 1967 Edition

Comprehensive Study Tool
The integration of the biblical text with cross-references, notes, maps, and charts makes the 1967 Scofield
Bible a comprehensive resource for in-depth study. Its systematic approach helps readers understand
Scripture’s interconnectedness and prophetic themes.

Preservation of Dispensationalist Theology
For proponents of dispensationalism, this edition remains a foundational text. It offers a clear, structured
framework for understanding prophecy and the prophetic destiny of Israel and the Church.

Educational and Evangelistic Utility
The accessible language, combined with detailed annotations, makes it a valuable tool for evangelism,
teaching, and personal study. Its widespread circulation has helped shape evangelical thought and biblical
literacy.

Historical Significance
As an artifact of mid-20th-century evangelical thought, the 1967 edition reflects the theological priorities and
interpretative methods of its time, providing insight into the evolution of biblical hermeneutics.

Criticisms and Controversies

Dispensationalist Bias
The most common critique of the Scofield Bible, including the 1967 edition, is its strong dispensationalist
perspective, which some argue leads to a fragmented view of Scripture. Critics contend that this approach can
oversimplify complex theological themes and promote a literalist interpretation that may overlook historical-
critical insights.

Reinforcement of Premillennial Eschatology
The emphasis on a future literal fulfillment of prophecy and the establishment of a literal millennial kingdom
has been challenged by those favoring amillennial or postmillennial views. Critics argue this focus can distort
the broader biblical narrative.

Limited Ecumenical Perspective
The notes and references are rooted in a conservative evangelical framework, which can be seen as exclusive
or dismissive of other interpretative traditions, such as Catholic, Orthodox, or mainline Protestant views.



Modern Scholarship and Revisions
Since the 1967 edition, biblical scholarship has advanced significantly. Critics note that some notes and
references may now be considered outdated or overly simplistic, highlighting the importance of consulting
more recent study tools alongside the Scofield Bible.

Legacy and Influence

Impact on Evangelical and Dispensationalist Thought
The 1967 edition solidified the Scofield Bible’s role as a cornerstone of dispensationalist theology. It shaped
countless sermons, theological debates, and personal studies, influencing generations of believers and leaders.

Continued Circulation and Relevance
Despite critiques, the 1967 Scofield Reference Bible remains in circulation, prized for its systematic approach
and doctrinal clarity. It continues to be a recommended resource for those interested in dispensationalist
interpretation.

Comparisons with Other Editions
Later editions, such as the 1978 Revised Scofield, sought to update notes and references further, sometimes
reflecting more modern scholarship. The 1967 edition, however, retains a nostalgic and authoritative status
among traditionalists.

Conclusion: An Enduring Resource
The New Scofield Reference Bible 1967 Edition stands as a testament to mid-20th-century evangelical biblical
scholarship. Its meticulous cross-referencing, doctrinal notes, and comprehensive aids make it a valuable tool
for serious study and devotion. While its theological lens and interpretative approach have sparked debate, its
influence on biblical education and dispensationalist theology is undeniable. For readers seeking to
understand Scripture through the lens of classic dispensationalism, the 1967 edition offers a rich, structured,
and historically significant resource. As biblical studies continue to evolve, the Scofield Bible remains a
foundational text—both as a reflection of its time and as a catalyst for ongoing theological discussion. Note:
Readers are encouraged to supplement the Scofield Bible with more recent scholarship and diverse
interpretative perspectives to develop a well-rounded understanding of biblical texts and themes.

Questions & Answers About new scofield reference bible
1967 edition

No Question Answer

1 What are the main differences
between the 1967 edition of the
Scofield Reference Bible and earlier
editions?

The 1967 edition of the Scofield Reference Bible features
updated footnotes, revised textual references, and improved
annotations to reflect contemporary biblical scholarship, while
maintaining the classic framework of the original 1917 edition.
It also includes clarified cross-references and additional
explanatory notes to enhance understanding.
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2 Why is the 1967 Scofield Reference
Bible considered significant among
biblical scholars and students?

The 1967 edition is significant because it represents the final
revision of the popular Scofield Reference Bible, offering a
comprehensive system of biblical references and notes that
have influenced evangelical and fundamentalist interpretations.
Its historical importance and detailed annotations make it a
valuable resource for study and theological reflection.

3 Where can I find authentic copies of
the 1967 Scofield Reference Bible?

Authentic copies of the 1967 Scofield Reference Bible can be
found through specialized antique bookstores, online
marketplaces such as eBay, Christian bookshops that deal in
vintage editions, and biblical collector sites. It's important to
verify the edition and condition before purchasing.

4 How does the 1967 Scofield
Reference Bible influence modern
biblical study and interpretation?

While more recent scholarship has emerged, the 1967 Scofield
Reference Bible continues to influence modern biblical study by
providing a structured framework of references and notes
rooted in dispensationalist theology. It remains a foundational
tool for those exploring biblical prophecy and doctrinal
perspectives from a conservative evangelical viewpoint.

5 Are there any notable endorsements
or critiques of the 1967 Scofield
Reference Bible?

The 1967 Scofield Reference Bible has been praised for its
comprehensive cross-referencing and accessible annotations,
especially among dispensationalist circles. However, it has also
faced criticism for perceived theological biases and outdated
scholarship, prompting some scholars to recommend more
modern study Bibles alongside it.

Scofield Bible, 1967 edition, reference Bible, biblical commentary, study Bible, Scofield notes, King James
Version, Christian reference, theological study, biblical studies, religious literature
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