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500 Basic Korean Verbs: The Only Comprehensive Guide to Conjugation and Usage Learning Korean can
be a rewarding yet challenging journey, especially when it comes to mastering the language's verbs. Verbs are the
backbone of any language, conveying actions, states, and occurrences. For learners aiming to speak Korean
confidently, understanding the conjugation patterns and proper usage of basic verbs is essential. In this
comprehensive guide, we present 500 basic Korean verbs, covering their conjugation rules and usage contexts,
making it the ultimate resource for learners at all levels.

Introduction to Korean Verbs

Understanding Korean verbs involves more than just memorizing their infinitive forms. Korean verbs change form
depending on tense, politeness level, mood, and sentence structure. This guide will help you navigate these
variations, providing clear explanations and examples for each verb.

Core Concepts in Korean Verb Conjugation

Before diving into the list of verbs, let's review essential conjugation concepts:

1. Verb Stem

- The base form of the verb, obtained by removing the [J (da) ending from the dictionary form. - Example: [JJ (gada,
to go) - [J (ga) is the stem.

2. Tense and Aspect

- Present, past, future, and progressive forms. - Example: [J0 (to go) - Present: [J (gayo) - Past: [0 (gasseoyo) -
Future: 00000 (gagetseumnida)

3. Politeness Levels

- Formal polite, informal polite, and casual. - Formal polite endings include -[] (-yo), -00 (-seumnida). - Example: 00
(meokda, to eat) - Formal polite: 00 (meogeoyo) - Casual: [0 (meogeo)

4. Conjugation Patterns

- Regular verbs follow predictable patterns based on the verb stem. - Irregular verbs have unique conjugation rules.
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The 500 Basic Korean Verbs List

This section provides a curated list of the most common and essential Korean verbs. Each verb includes its
dictionary form, basic meaning, and typical conjugation example.

1. Basic Action Verbs

00 (gada) - to go

00 (oda) - to come

00 (meokda) - to eat

000 (masida) - to drink

00 (boda) - to see, to watch
00 (deutda) - to listen

00 (ikda) - to read

00 (sseuda) - to write, to use
000 (baewooda) - to learn
0000 (gongbuhada) - to study
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2. Movement and Location Verbs

11. [ (seoda) - to stand

12. [0 (anda) - to sit

13. 00 (geotda) - to walk

14. 000 (dallida) - to run

15. 000 (meomchuda) - to stop

16. 0000 (doragada) - to return

17. 000 (apseoda) - to advance, lead

18. 000 (naerida) - to descend, get off
19. 0000 (ollagaganda) - to ascend, go up
20. 0000 (deureogada) - to enter

3. Communication Verbs

21. 000 (malhada) - to speak, to say

22. [I0 (mutda) - to ask

23. 000 (daedabhada) - to answer

24. 0000 (iyagihada) - to talk, to chat

25. 0000 (jeonhwahada) - to call (on the phone)

4. Daily Routine and Personal Care Verbs

26. 000 (ireonada) - to wake up, to get up
27. [0 (ssitda) - to wash

28. [0 (ipda) - to wear

29. [0 (beotda) - to take off (clothes)

30. 00O (jamjada) - to sleep

31. 0000 (undonghada) - to exercise



5. Shopping and Money Verbs

31. 0 (sada) - to buy
32. [0 (palda) - to sell
33. 0000 (jibulhada) - to pay
34. [0 (chatda) - to find
35. 00 (juda) - to give
6. Feelings and States Verbs

36. 00O (gippeuda) - to be happy

37. 000 (seulpeuda) - to be sad

38. 000 (pigonhada) - to be tired

39. 0000 (baegopeuda) - to be hungry
40. 0000 (mokmareuda) - to be thirsty
41. 000 (apeuda) - to be sick, to hurt

Conjugation Patterns for Common Verbs

Understanding how to conjugate these verbs is crucial for effective communication. Here are the basic patterns for
regular and irregular verbs.

1. Present Tense Conjugation (Polite)

- For most verbs, add -[J[J] (-ayo) or -] (-eoyo) depending on the vowel in the stem. - Example: - [JJ (gada) - [0
(gayo) - 00 (meokda) — 00 (meogeoyo)

2. Past Tense Conjugation

- For regular verbs: - If stem ends with a vowel + [J/{0: add 0 (-asseoyo) - Else, add [ (-eosseoyo) - Examples: - []
0 - 000 (gasseoyo) - 00 — 0000 (meogeosseoyo)

3. Future Tense Conjugation

- Add 00 (-gesseoyo) to the verb stem. - Example: - 00 = 0000 (gagesseoyo)

4. Politeness and Formality

- Use -[] (-yo) endings for polite speech. - Use -0 (-seumnida) for formal, official contexts.

5. Irregular Verbs

- Some verbs like 0 (hada, to do) and [J00J (anida, to not be) follow special conjugation rules. - Example: - 00 = 00
(haeyo) - 00 - 0000 (anieyo)
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Practical Usage Tips for Korean Verbs

To effectively incorporate these verbs into your Korean conversations, keep the following tips in mind:

500 Basic Korean Verbs: The Only Comprehensive Guide to Conjugation and Usage Learning Korean can be an
intimidating journey, especially for non-native speakers aiming to master its rich verbal system. One of the most
foundational aspects of Korean language mastery involves understanding verbs—their conjugations, nuances, and
contextual applications. In this comprehensive review, we delve into 500 Basic Korean Verbs: The Only
Comprehensive Guide to Conjugation and Usage, providing learners and educators alike with an invaluable resource
to navigate Korean verbs with confidence and precision.

Introduction: The Importance of Mastering Korean Verbs

Korean verbs serve as the backbone of sentences, conveying actions, states, and intentions. Unlike English, where
tense and aspect are often expressed through auxiliary verbs or auxiliary constructions, Korean leans heavily on
verb endings and conjugations to indicate tense, mood, politeness level, and other grammatical nuances. Mastering
a core set of verbs—particularly the most basic 500—provides learners with a strong foundation for everyday
communication, reading comprehension, and writing. A comprehensive understanding of conjugation patterns
enables learners to adapt verbs to various contexts, politeness levels, and grammatical structures seamlessly.

The Scope of the Guide

This guide covers: - The 500 most common Korean verbs, essential for daily communication - Detailed conjugation
rules for each verb across different tenses and politeness levels - Usage notes and contextual examples - Common
irregular verbs and their conjugation patterns - Strategies to memorize and apply these verbs effectively By
integrating these components, the guide aims to be the definitive resource for students, teachers, and language
enthusiasts.

Understanding Korean Verb Conjugation

Basic Conjugation Patterns

Korean verbs are typically conjugated based on: - Tense: Present, past, future - Politeness level: Formal, polite,
casual - Mood: Affirmative, negative, interrogative - Honorifics: Respectful forms for elders or superiors The core
conjugation involves attaching specific endings to the verb stem. For example: - Present tense (polite): stem + -0/
-00/ -00 - Past tense (polite): stem + -(00 / -000 / -000 - Future tense: stem + -0 The choice of ending depends
primarily on the last vowel of the stem and whether the verb is regular or irregular.

Regular vs. Irregular Verbs

Most verbs follow regular conjugation patterns, but irregular verbs deviate from these rules. Recognizing irregular
verbs is crucial for accurate conjugation. Common irregular verbs include: - (to do) - 0 (to listen) - 00 (to walk) -
00 (to write) Irregular verbs often involve stem changes or vowel contractions during conjugation.



The 500 Basic Korean Verbs: Categorization and Selection

Criteria for Selection

The verbs included are selected based on frequency, relevance to daily life, and pedagogical importance. They
cover categories such as: - Actions (e.qg., J0, 00, O0) - States (e.g., 00, 00) - Emotions (e.g., 0000, OOO0O) - Perception
(e.g., 00, 0O) - Communication (e.g., 000, OO

Sample of Core Verbs

- 00 (to go) - OO (to come) - 0 (to eat) - OO0 (to drink) - 00 (to sleep) - 0000 (to wake up) - 000 (to speak) - 00 (to
listen) - (][] (to see) - [ (to learn) - [J[] (to write) - [J (to read) - [J] (to do) - [J[] (to exist) - [JJ (not to exist) A
comprehensive list is provided in an appendix, categorized for easier learning.

Conjugation Rules for Selected Verbs

Regular Verbs

Most regular verbs follow predictable patterns. For example: [J[J (to go) | Tense / Politeness | Conjugation | Usage
Example | |||| | Present / Polite | OO | OO0 OO (I go to school.) | | Past / Polite | 000 | 00 0000 O0OO- (Went to the cinema
yesterday.) | | Future / Polite | 0 000 | OO0 OO0 OO OO0 (I will meet my friend tomorrow.) | [J0 (to eat) | Tense /
Politeness | Conjugation | Usage Example | |||| | Present / Polite | OO0 | OO OO0 (1 eat rice.) | | Past / Polite | OO0OO | OO
000 00oog- (I ate pizza yesterday.) | | Future / Polite | 00 000 | 00 000 OO0 OOO. (1 will eat fruit tomorrow.) |

Irregular Verbs

00 (to do) | Tense / Politeness | Conjugation | Usage Example | |||| | Present / Polite | 00O | 00O 00 (I do homework.) | |
Past / Polite | 00 | OO OO0 OO0 (I exercised yesterday.) | | Future / Polite | 0 000 | 00 00000 O OOO. (1 will do the
project tomorrow.) | 00 (to listen) | Tense / Politeness | Conjugation | Usage Example | |||| | Present / Polite | OO | OO
0 0o (I listen to music.) | | Past / Polite | OO0O0O | OO OO0 OOOC. (1 listened to a lecture yesterday.) | | Future / Polite | [
0000 | 00 00000 00 0oO. (1 will listen to a podcast tomorrow.) |

Common Usage Patterns and Contextual Applications

Expressing Actions in Different Tenses

The core of Korean verb usage involves accurately conveying when an action occurs. For example: - Present: (] 000
doo. (The weather is good today.) - Past: [0 000 000 OOOC. (I attended Korean class yesterday.) - Future: 00 000 00 O
ah. (I will meet my friend tomorrow.)

Politeness Levels and Social Contexts

Korean language distinguishes speech levels based on social hierarchy and familiarity: - Formal Polite (JOJ00): Used
in public speeches, customer service - Polite (JOJ00): Common in daily conversations with strangers - Casual (O0):
Used among close friends or family Example: | Politeness Level | Verb Ending | Example Sentence | |||| | Formal
Polite | -000 / -000 | OO0OOU. (Thank you.) | | Polite | -00/ -00 | OOOO- (Thank you.) | | Casual | -0/ -0 | O0O0. (Thanks.) |
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Negative and Interrogative Forms

Adding negation or interrogative endings modifies meaning: - Negative: stem + -[J [0 (or -0 OO0 for inability) - OO0 -
00 OO0 (not to go) - Interrogative: stem + -(007 - 00 = 0007 (Are you going?)

Strategies for Learning and Memorization

- Chunk Learning: Focus on groups of verbs by category (actions, states, etc.) - Conjugation Drills: Regular practice
with conjugation tables - Usage in Context: Incorporate verbs into sentences or dialogues - Flashcards and Spaced
Repetition: Use tools like Anki to reinforce memorization - Application in Real-life Situations: Practice speaking and
writing with native speakers or language partners

Conclusion: Building Fluency Through a Solid Verb
Foundation

The journey to proficiency in Korean hinges on understanding its verbs—how they conjugate, their usage, and their
contextual nuances. This guide, centered on 500 Basic Korean Verbs: The Only Comprehensive Guide to
Conjugation and Usage, aims to equip learners with the tools to confidently navigate Korean verb systems. By
mastering these core verbs and their conjugations, learners will significantly enhance their ability to communicate
effectively, comprehend texts more deeply, and develop a nuanced appreciation of Korean language and culture.
Whether used for academic purposes, travel, or personal growth, this comprehensive resource serves as a reliable
roadmap to Korean verbal mastery. Appendix: Complete List of 500 Basic Korean Verbs (Sample Extract) 1. [0 (to
go) 2. [0 (to come) 3. 0 (to eat) 4. 000 (to drink) 5. [0 (to sleep) 6. 0000 (to wake up) 7. 000 (to speak) 8. O (to
listen)

Questions & Answers About 500 basic korean verbs the
only comprehensive to conjugation and usage

No Question Answer

1 What makes '500 Basic Korean Verbs' [ It covers over 500 commonly used Korean verbs, providing

a comprehensive resource for detailed conjugation charts and usage examples to help learners
learners? master verb forms and contexts effectively.

2 How does the book help with verb The book offers step-by-step conjugation tables for present, past,
conjugation in different tenses? and future tenses, along with explanations on how to apply these

forms in various sentences.

3 Are there example sentences to Yes, each verb includes multiple example sentences demonstrating
illustrate verb usage in '500 Basic proper usage in real-life contexts, aiding comprehension and
Korean Verbs'? practical application.

4 Can beginners use this book to learn Absolutely, the book is designed to be accessible for beginners,
basic Korean verbs effectively? providing clear explanations, conjugation guides, and usage tips to
build a solid foundation.

5 Does the book cover both formal and | Yes, it includes conjugation patterns for various speech levels, such
informal speech levels? as formal, polite, and informal, to help learners communicate
appropriately in different situations.




6 How is the book structured to
facilitate quick learning?

It is organized alphabetically by verb root, with each entry
containing conjugation tables, example sentences, and tips,
allowing for easy reference and systematic learning.

7 Is this book suitable for advanced

vocabulary?

While primarily designed for foundational learning, it also covers

learners aiming to expand their verb more complex verb forms and usages, making it useful for learners

progressing to higher levels.

8 Does the book include tips on

avoid them?

Yes, it highlights frequent errors and provides guidance on correct

common verb mistakes and how to conjugation and usage, helping learners speak and write more

accurately.

Korean verbs, basic Korean vocabulary, Korean conjugation, Korean grammar, Korean language learning, Korean
verb list, Korean verb usage, Korean language book, Korean study guide, Korean verb conjugation
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