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David Ives All In The Timing

David Ives All in the Timing: A Comprehensive Overview of the
Celebrated Collection of One-Act Plays

David Ives All in the Timing is a renowned collection of one-act plays that have captivated
audiences and critics alike with their wit, humor, and insightful commentary on human nature.
Since its debut, this compilation has established itself as a staple in contemporary American
theater, celebrated for its clever writing, sharp dialogue, and innovative theatrical ideas. Whether
you're a theater enthusiast, a student studying modern playwriting, or a director seeking fresh
material, understanding the significance of David Ives All in the Timing is essential for
appreciating its impact on modern drama.

Introduction to David Ives and All in the Timing

Who is David Ives?

David Ives is an acclaimed American playwright and author known for his comedic and thought-
provoking plays. His works often explore the absurdities of everyday life through clever language,
satire, and inventive storytelling techniques. Ives has received numerous awards, including the
Outer Critics Circle Award and the Harold and Mimi Steinberg/American Theatre Critics Association
New Play Award, solidifying his reputation as one of the most influential voices in contemporary
theater.

What is All in the Timing?

Published in 1993, All in the Timing is a collection of ten one-act plays written by David Ives.
These plays are characterized by their brevity, humor, and inventive use of language. The
collection showcases Ives's mastery of timing—hence the title—and his ability to create comedy
that hinges on perfect rhythm and precise delivery. Since its publication, the collection has been
performed worldwide, with productions in theaters, universities, and comedy clubs, making it a
cornerstone of modern theatrical repertoire.

Overview of the Plays in All in the Timing

The collection features ten distinct plays, each with its unique theme and style, yet all sharing
Ives’s signature wit and cleverness.



List of Plays in the Collection

1. Sure Thing 2. The Universal Language 3. Variations on the Death of Trotsky 4. The Philadelphia 5.
Time Flies 6. The Amicable Partition 7. Words, Words, Words 8. Philosophy 9. The Last Lesson of the
Afternoon 10. Words, Words, Words (Reprise) Each of these plays demonstrates Ives’s ability to
blend humor with philosophical insights, often questioning perceptions of reality, language, and
human behavior.

Key Themes and Styles in All in the Timing

Humor and Wit

At the core of Ives’s work is his mastery of comedic timing. His plays often rely on quick exchanges,
punchlines, and absurd situations to elicit laughter while simultaneously provoking thought.

Language and Wordplay

Ives's background in language and his love for wordplay shine through in every piece. His clever
use of puns, double entendres, and linguistic twists makes his plays both entertaining and
intellectually stimulating.

Absurdity and Surrealism

Many of the plays explore absurd scenarios that challenge conventional logic, encouraging
audiences to think about the nature of reality and perception.

Philosophical Underpinnings

Despite their comedic surface, several plays delve into deeper philosophical questions about
existence, identity, and human connection.

The Significance of All in the Timing in Contemporary Theater

Innovative Use of One-Act Format

Ives’s collection exemplifies how the one-act play can be powerful, concise, and impactful. The
brevity allows for tight pacing and sharp storytelling, making these plays ideal for festivals,
university productions, and theatrical showcases.

Influence on Modern Playwriting and Comedy

The collection has influenced countless playwrights and comedians, inspiring a new wave of humor
rooted in linguistic cleverness and philosophical inquiry.
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Educational Value

Due to their accessibility and depth, Ives’s plays are frequently used in drama curricula to teach
timing, dialogue, and thematic analysis.

Performing and Producing All in the Timing

Directorial Considerations

- Timing is everything: Precise delivery of punchlines is critical. - Pacing: Maintain a brisk tempo to
keep the audience engaged. - Minimalist Sets: Many of Ives’s plays rely on simple staging,
emphasizing dialogue and acting.

Audience Engagement

The humor and sharpness of Ives’s plays make them highly engaging. Audience laughter often
results from the unexpected twists and rapid-fire exchanges.

Popular Productions and Reception

Since its debut, All in the Timing has enjoyed numerous successful productions across the globe.
Critics praise its cleverness, with many highlighting Ives’s ability to blend comedy with insightful
commentary seamlessly.

Why Read or Watch David Ives’s All in the Timing?

- Clever writing: Experience the brilliance of witty, well-crafted dialogue. - Educational insights:
Learn about pacing, timing, and theatrical storytelling. - Entertainment value: Enjoy humorous and
thought-provoking content. - Versatility: Suitable for various performance settings and audiences.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of All in the Timing

David Ives All in the Timing remains a seminal collection in modern theater, celebrated for its
inventive storytelling, linguistic playfulness, and philosophical depth. Its plays continue to inspire
theater practitioners, students, and audiences worldwide, cementing Ives’s reputation as a master
of comedic timing and clever writing. Whether performed on stage or studied in academic settings,
the plays in this collection exemplify how humor and insight can coexist to create compelling
theatrical experiences. If you're seeking a work that combines entertainment with intellectual
engagement, exploring David Ives All in the Timing is an excellent choice that promises both
laughter and reflection.

David Ives All in the Timing is a masterful collection of comedic plays that have captivated
audiences and critics alike with their wit, intelligence, and inventive storytelling. First published in
1993, this compilation showcases Ives’s exceptional talent for blending humor with profound



insights into human nature, all within the framework of sharp dialogue and clever scenarios. The
collection comprises several short plays, each exploring different themes such as language,
perception, identity, and the absurdities of everyday life. Whether performed on stage or studied in
academic settings, All in the Timing remains a testament to Ives’s skill as a playwright and his
ability to challenge audiences while entertaining them thoroughly.

Overview of the Collection

All in the Timing features a series of six one-act plays, each with its own unique tone, style, and
thematic focus. The plays are designed to be performed individually or as part of a cohesive
evening of theater, making the collection versatile for various production contexts. Known for their
clever wordplay and inventive narrative structures, these pieces exemplify Ives’s mastery of
comedic timing and linguistic nuance. The Plays Included - Sure Thing - The Universal Language -
Words, Words, Words - Variations on the Death of Trotsky - The Philadelphia - The Item Each play
stands alone, but together they form a compelling mosaic of modern theatrical comedy.

Analysis of Key Plays

Sure Thing Sure Thing is arguably the most famous piece in the collection. It presents a humorous
exploration of chance encounters and the fluidity of romantic connections. The play features two
characters, Betty and Bill, whose conversation is interrupted and reset repeatedly by a ringing bell,
allowing them to start over whenever they say something awkward or off-putting. Features &
Highlights: - Innovative use of the "reset" device, which allows dialogue to change based on
audience reactions. - Clever commentary on the unpredictability of love and relationships. - Rapid-
fire dialogue that showcases Ives’s comedic timing. Pros: - Engages the audience actively in the
storytelling process. - Demonstrates how perceptions and conversations can shift instantly. -
Highlights the importance of timing and choice in human interactions. Cons: - The repetitive
structure may feel monotonous if overused. - Some viewers might find the premise too simple or
gimmicky without deeper thematic layers. The Universal Language This play humorously examines
the idea of a universal language that could bridge cultural divides. It features two characters
attempting to communicate in a constructed language, leading to misunderstandings and comic
situations. Features & Highlights: - Satirical take on linguistic barriers and globalization. - Witty
wordplay and inventive language construction. - Highlights the absurdities of trying to find common
ground through language. Pros: - Thought-provoking with humor rooted in real-world issues. -
Demonstrates Ives’s linguistic creativity. - Encourages reflection on communication's role in societal
harmony. Cons: - Might be less engaging for audiences less interested in language or cultural
themes. - The humor can sometimes feel niche or academic. Words, Words, Words This piece is a
playful take on the infinite nature of language and the challenge of expressing complex ideas
succinctly. It features three monkeys (or characters) who are attempting to write a play, each
representing different attitudes toward language and creativity. Features & Highlights: - Metaphor-
rich dialogue about the limitations and possibilities of language. - Satirical commentary on the
theatrical and literary worlds. - Emphasizes the importance of words and timing. Pros: - Cleverly
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explores the relationship between language and meaning. - Offers a humorous critique of artistic
creation. - Engages audiences with its witty dialogue. Cons: - May appeal more to linguists or
literary enthusiasts. - Some may find its themes abstract or less emotionally engaging. Variations
on the Death of Trotsky This play reimagines the famous historical assassination of Leon Trotsky
with a comedic twist. It features three actors portraying Trotsky, his axe, and a variety of other
characters, with the action unfolding in absurd, humorous ways. Features & Highlights: - Absurdist
humor combined with historical parody. - Physical comedy and inventive staging. - Themes of fate,
identity, and the consequences of actions. Pros: - Highly entertaining with visual and verbal humor.
- Offers a satirical look at revolutionary ideals. - Demonstrates Ives’s skill in blending history with
comedy. Cons: - Might be considered irreverent by some audiences. - The humor depends heavily
on timing and delivery. The Philadelphia This play presents a humorous reflection on the nature of
memory, perception, and reality through a conversation set in a city park. Features & Highlights: -
Witty dialogue exploring subjective experience. - Playful interrogation of truth and fiction. - Strong
character development within a short piece. Pros: - Thought-provoking with a light, humorous
touch. - Suitable for diverse audiences. - Exhibits Ives’s talent for capturing human nuances. Cons: -
Less overtly comedic than other plays in the collection. - Might be perceived as more introspective
than outright funny. The Item The final play in the collection, The Item, revolves around the
discovery of a mysterious object and the humorous attempts to understand its significance.
Features & Highlights: - Satirical exploration of obsession and curiosity. - Playful narrative with
unexpected twists. - Highlights the absurdity of human desire for meaning. Pros: - Engages
audiences with a sense of mystery and humor. - Demonstrates Ives’s flair for combining the
mundane with the absurd. - Suitable as a fun, thought-provoking closing piece. Cons: - Its open-
ended nature may leave some viewers unsatisfied. - Requires strong performances to sustain the
humor and tension.

Thematic Depth and Artistic Style

While All in the Timing is primarily celebrated for its humor, beneath the surface, the collection
explores profound themes about language, choice, perception, and the randomness of life. Ives’s
writing is characterized by its rapid dialogue, inventive use of theatrical devices, and an acute
sense of timing—elements that make each play both a comedy and a reflection on human behavior.
Features of Ives’s Style: - Wit and Wordplay: Masterful manipulation of language to create humor
and insight. - Timing and Pacing: Use of pauses, rhythm, and repetition to maximize comedic effect.
- Meta-Theatricality: Plays often comment on the nature of theater and storytelling itself. -
Absurdism: Embraces the absurd to highlight the unpredictability of life.

Strengths and Limitations of the Collection

Strengths - Versatility: The plays can be performed as standalone pieces or as part of a cohesive
evening. - Accessibility: Short duration of each play makes them suitable for varied audiences and
settings. - Intellectual Engagement: Offers humor that stimulates thought, making it appealing both
academically and recreationally. - Innovative Devices: Use of theatrical devices like the reset bell in



Sure Thing demonstrates creative staging possibilities. Limitations - Repetitive Structure: Some
plays rely heavily on similar devices, which might reduce novelty over multiple performances. -
Thematic Narrowness: Focused largely on language, perception, and absurdity, which may limit
appeal to broader themes. - Performance Demands: The comedic timing and delivery are critical;
performances may falter without skilled actors.

Conclusion and Critical Reception

David Ives All in the Timing stands as a landmark collection in contemporary theater, celebrated for
its cleverness, wit, and inventive theatrical devices. Critics have lauded Ives for his ability to craft
humor that is both intellectually stimulating and deeply human. The collection is particularly valued
in educational contexts for its exploration of language and timing, serving as a rich resource for
students and practitioners alike. While some may find the plays’ structure repetitive or their themes
narrow, the overall impact of All in the Timing remains significant. It exemplifies how comedy can
serve as a lens for examining complex facets of human existence, all while entertaining audiences
with sharp dialogue and imaginative staging. In summary, David Ives All in the Timing is a must-
read—and must-perform—for anyone interested in modern comedic theater, linguistic playfulness,
and the art of timing. Its enduring popularity and critical acclaim underscore its importance in the
theatrical canon, cementing Ives’s reputation as one of the most inventive playwrights of his
generation.

Questions & Answers About david ives all in the timing

No Question Answer

1 What is 'All in the Timing' by
David Ives about?

'All in the Timing' is a collection of one-act plays by David
Ives that explore themes of language, perception, and
human relationships through clever dialogue and
humorous scenarios.

2 When did David Ives' 'All in the
Timing' originally premiere?

The play was first premiered in 1993 and has since
become a popular fixture in contemporary theatre.

3 Which plays are included in
David Ives' 'All in the Timing'?

The collection includes several one-act plays such as
'Sure Thing,' 'Variations on the Death of Trotsky,' 'The
Universal Language,' 'Time Flies,' 'Words, Words, Words,'
'The Philadelphia,' 'The Exact Center of the Universe,'
'Indifference,' and 'The Amicable Parting.'

4 What are the main themes
explored in 'All in the Timing'?

The plays often explore themes like the absurdity of
human communication, the nature of time and
perception, love, and the humorous quirks of language.

5 Has 'All in the Timing' received
any awards or notable
recognitions?

While the collection itself hasn't won major awards,
individual plays like 'Sure Thing' have been widely
acclaimed and the collection remains a staple in
contemporary theatre for its wit and inventive dialogue.
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6 Is 'All in the Timing' suitable for
all audiences?

Yes, the plays are generally suitable for mature
audiences due to their humor and language, but they are
appropriate for a wide range of viewers, including
students and theatre enthusiasts.

7 How has 'All in the Timing'
influenced modern comedic
theatre?

David Ives' sharp wit, clever wordplay, and inventive
storytelling in 'All in the Timing' have inspired many
playwrights and contributed to the popularity of one-act
plays as a form of comedic and theatrical expression.

8 Where can I see a performance
of 'All in the Timing'?

The collection has been performed worldwide, often by
community theatres, university drama programs, and
professional companies. Keep an eye on local theatre
listings or major productions for upcoming performances.

9 What makes 'All in the Timing' a
must-see for theatre lovers?

Its clever humor, inventive use of language, and
insightful commentary on human nature make 'All in the
Timing' a compelling and entertaining collection that
showcases the brilliance of contemporary one-act
theatre.

David Ives, All in the Timing, play, comedy, theater, playwright, one-act plays, humor, satire,
performance, theatrical works
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