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Little Shop of Horrors Libretto and Score

Little Shop of Horrors libretto and score comprise the foundational elements that bring this beloved musical to life on
stage. This cult classic, originally conceived as a low-budget film in 1960 and later adapted into a successful Broadway
production in 1982, hinges on a compelling combination of witty dialogue, catchy songs, and a darkly humorous storyline.
The libretto, which includes the script and lyrics, works hand-in-hand with the score—comprising musical compositions
and arrangements—to create a cohesive theatrical experience that has captivated audiences worldwide for decades.
Exploring the intricacies of the libretto and score reveals the artistry behind the musical’s enduring appeal.

Origins and Development of the Libretto and Score

The Creative Team Behind Little Shop of Horrors

The musical's libretto and score were crafted by a team of talented creators:

Howard Ashman: Lyricist and co-writer of the book, responsible for the witty dialogue and memorable lyrics.1.
Alan Menken: Composer, responsible for the musical score that complements Ashman’s lyrics through memorable2.
melodies and innovative arrangements.

From Film to Stage: The Evolution of the Libretto

Originally conceived as a low-budget 1960 film directed by Roger Corman, the story was later adapted into a stage
musical:

The 1982 Broadway version was developed with a new libretto that expanded the story and characters.1.
The libretto adapts the film's narrative into a theatrical format, emphasizing character development and thematic2.
depth.
The script balances humor, horror, and satire, often breaking the fourth wall and engaging the audience directly.3.

Development of the Score

Alan Menken’s score features a blend of musical styles, from doo-wop and Motown to Broadway ballads. The music:

Enhances character emotions.1.
Reinforces thematic elements.2.
Creates a lively, energetic atmosphere that propels the story forward.3.

The Libretto: Structure and Content

Overview of the Libretto

The libretto of Little Shop of Horrors is composed of dialogue, lyrics, and stage directions that guide performance:

Dialogue: Establishes character relationships and advances the plot.1.
Lyrics: Convey character emotions, humor, and thematic messages.2.
Stage directions: Detail set changes, character movements, and tone.3.

Key Components of the Libretto

Act I

Introduces the main characters: Seymour Krelborn, Audrey, Mushnik, and the mysterious plant, Audrey II.1.



Sets up the central conflict: Seymour’s discovery of the carnivorous plant.2.
Features songs such as:3.

"Skid Row (Downtown)"1.
"Somewhere That's Green"2.
"Da Doo" (a humorous number showcasing Mushnik's shop)3.

Act II

Escalates the plot with Audrey II’s demand for human blood.1.
Explores themes of greed, power, and moral compromise.2.
Contains iconic songs such as:3.

"Suddenly Seymour"1.
"Feed Me (Git It)"2.
"The Meek Shall Inherit"3.

Memorable Dialogue and Lyrics

The libretto’s dialogue is characterized by sharp wit and humor, often parodying 1950s B-movies and musical
conventions. Lyrics are crafted to be catchy and meaningful, enhancing character development and thematic resonance.

The Score: Musical Composition and Style

Musical Styles and Influences

Alan Menken’s score incorporates diverse musical genres to match the tone and mood of scenes:

Doowop and Motown: Reflecting 1950s musical trends, these styles are prominent in songs like "Skid Row."1.
Broadway ballads: Such as "Suddenly Seymour," which showcases emotional depth.2.
Gothic and horror-inspired motifs: Used in songs like "Feed Me" to evoke a sense of menace.3.

Notable Songs and Their Significance

"Skid Row (Downtown)"

An energetic number that introduces the setting and characters’ struggles.1.
Features lively harmonies and vibrant orchestration.2.

"Somewhere That's Green"

Audrey’s longing for a better life.1.
Highlights her innocence and desire for love.2.

"Suddenly Seymour"

A tender duet expressing newfound hope and affection.1.
Often considered the emotional core of the musical.2.

"Feed Me (Git It)"

Seymour’s moral dilemma as Audrey II demands human flesh.1.
Composed with a playful yet sinister tone.2.

Musical Arrangements and Orchestration

The orchestration supports the mood and style of each song:
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Use of a small ensemble for intimacy and flexibility.1.
Incorporations of vintage instruments to evoke the 1950s setting.2.
Dynamic shifts to emphasize comedy, horror, or pathos.3.

The Libretto and Score in Performance

How the Libretto Guides the Production

The libretto provides the script that actors follow, blending dialogue and lyrics seamlessly.1.
Stage directions ensure timing and physical comedy are executed effectively.2.
The libretto’s humor and pacing are crucial for audience engagement.3.

Musical Interpretation and Variations

Different productions may interpret the score with varying tempi, orchestrations, and vocal stylings.1.
Some adaptations modernize arrangements or incorporate new musical elements.2.
The libretto remains largely consistent but can be adapted to suit different directorial visions.3.

Impact and Legacy

Critical Reception of the Libretto and Score

Praised for its clever lyrics and memorable melodies.1.
Recognized for balancing humor, horror, and heart.2.
The libretto’s sharp wit and the score’s catchy tunes have become iconic.3.

Influence on Musical Theatre

Inspired numerous productions worldwide.1.
Influenced other musicals blending comedy, horror, and satire.2.
The libretto and score serve as exemplary models of musical storytelling.3.

Awards and Recognitions

The original Broadway production received several Tony nominations.1.
The score, particularly songs like "Suddenly Seymour," remains popular in musical theatre repertoires.2.
The libretto’s humor and thematic depth continue to resonate with audiences.3.

Conclusion

Little Shop of Horrors libretto and score form the backbone of a musical that seamlessly combines storytelling, music, and
humor to create an unforgettable theatrical experience. The libretto’s clever dialogue and structured narrative, paired with
Alan Menken’s versatile score, have ensured the show’s lasting popularity. Whether performed on Broadway, in
community theatres, or as part of musical theatre history, the libretto and score of Little Shop of Horrors exemplify how
words and music work together to enchant and entertain audiences around the world.

Little Shop of Horrors Libretto and Score: An In-Depth Exploration of the Cult Classic’s Musical Foundation The Little
Shop of Horrors libretto and score form the heart and soul of one of the most beloved and enduring cult musicals of the
late 20th century. Since its debut in 1982, this quirky horror-comedy has captivated audiences with its infectious songs,
sharp wit, and dark humor. Beneath its playful surface lies a richly crafted libretto and a compelling score that together
establish its unique tone, character development, and thematic depth. This article explores the intricacies of the musical’s
libretto and score, providing an analytical perspective on how they contribute to the show's enduring charm and cultural
significance.



The Origins and Development of the Libretto

Genesis of the Book
The libretto of Little Shop of Horrors was penned by Howard Ashman, a talented lyricist and playwright whose sharp wit
and inventive storytelling laid the foundation for the musical's success. Originally conceived as a low-budget film titled
The Little Shop of Horrors in 1960, the story was adapted into a stage musical in the early 1980s. Ashman’s libretto was
inspired by the film’s campy humor, B-movie aesthetics, and the satirical depiction of consumerism and suburban life.
The libretto's structure is straightforward but layered, balancing comedic dialogue with musical numbers that propel the
story forward. It follows Seymour Krelborn, a meek florist assistant, and his accidental discovery of a mysterious plant
that feeds on human blood. The libretto masterfully blends horror tropes with satire, creating a universe where humor and
horror coexist seamlessly.

Key Features of the Libretto
- Humor and Satire: The libretto employs tongue-in-cheek dialogue, parodying horror and musical conventions alike.
Characters often break the fourth wall, and the script contains clever jokes about the music industry, capitalism, and
human greed. - Character Development: Through witty exchanges and pivotal monologues, the libretto explores themes
of aspiration, morality, and temptation. Seymour’s transformation from a shy, awkward individual to a morally
compromised figure is vividly depicted. - Narrative Pacing: The libretto maintains a brisk pace, balancing narrative
progression with humorous asides. It carefully orchestrates the crescendo of tension as the plant, Audrey II, grows
increasingly demanding and dangerous.

The Composition and Structure of the Score

Musical Style and Influences
The score of Little Shop of Horrors is a vibrant tapestry of musical genres, reflecting the eclectic and playful tone of the
show. Howard Ashman’s lyrics are paired with Alan Menken’s compositions, resulting in a score that’s both accessible
and richly layered. The musical style draws inspiration from: - Doowop and 1950s pop: The infectious Skid Row
(Downtown) and Dentist! evoke the feel of 1950s rock 'n' roll and doo-wop, immersing the audience in a nostalgic yet
satirical world. - Gothic horror and musical theater: Numbers like Feed Me (Git It) and Suddenly Seymour blend
theatricality with dark humor, emphasizing the horror elements with musical flair. - Showtune conventions: Songs such as
Somewhere That's Green utilize classic Broadway ballad techniques to deepen character development and emotional
resonance.

Analysis of Key Songs and Their Functions
- "Skid Row (Downtown)": An energetic opening number that establishes the setting and introduces the downtrodden
characters, setting a tone that oscillates between humor and despair. - "Somewhere That's Green": A tender ballad where
Audrey dreams of a better life, showcasing her longing and innocence, and providing emotional depth. - "Feed Me (Git
It)": The show’s darkly comedic centerpiece, where Audrey II’s demands are sung with a catchy, jazz-inflected tune that
underscores the plant’s sinister personality. - "Suddenly Seymour": A duet that marks Seymour’s emotional breakthrough,
blending musicality with character development. - "Mean Green Mother from Outer Space": An over-the-top, theatrical
finale that emphasizes the sci-fi horror parody, culminating in a high-energy, memorable number.
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The Score’s Role in Thematic Expression
The musical score doesn’t merely serve as entertainment; it is integral to conveying themes such as greed, ambition, and
the corrupting influence of power. For instance: - The playful yet sinister melodies reflect the dual nature of Audrey II as
both charming and menacing. - The contrast between upbeat numbers and darker, more introspective songs mirrors the
tension between surface appearances and underlying corruption.

Libretto and Score: Synergy and Impact

The Interplay Between Words and Music
The synergy between Ashman’s libretto and Menken’s score is a cornerstone of the musical’s success. The lyrics are
crafted to fit seamlessly within the musical compositions, enhancing storytelling and character development. Ashman’s
witty lyrics often contain internal rhymes and clever wordplay that complement the melodies, making the songs both
memorable and meaningful. For example: - The playful punning in "Dentist!" is heightened by its lively, almost manic
musical arrangement. - The heartfelt sincerity of "Suddenly Seymour" is amplified by its tender melody, allowing
audiences to connect emotionally with Seymour and Audrey’s relationship.

Structural Integration
The libretto and score are carefully intertwined to create a cohesive narrative experience: - The pacing of the dialogue
and music ensures that moments of comedy, horror, and emotion are balanced. - Musical cues often serve as transitions,
heightening tension or providing comedic relief at strategic points. - The libretto’s dialogue is often written with musical
phrasing in mind, facilitating smooth transitions into song.

Impact on Audience Reception
The seamless integration of libretto and score contributes significantly to the show’s cult status. The catchy melodies,
combined with sharp, humorous dialogue, create an engaging theatrical experience that appeals to a broad audience.
The songs’ replayability and quotability have cemented Little Shop of Horrors as a staple in musical theater repertoire.

Adaptations and Variations in Libretto and Score

Original Off-Broadway vs. Film Version
The original libretto and score have undergone minor modifications across various productions. The 1986 film adaptation,
directed by Frank Oz, retained much of Ashman and Menken’s work but also included new scenes and musical
arrangements to suit the cinematic format. Some lyrics were altered for pacing or comedic effect, but the core songs and
dialogue remained faithful.

Revival and International Productions
Recent revivals and international productions often adapt the libretto and score to reflect contemporary sensibilities or
cultural contexts. These adaptations can include: - Reworking certain lyrics for clarity or humor. - Adjusting musical
arrangements for different orchestras or ensemble sizes. - Incorporating additional musical numbers or reprises to
enhance thematic depth.



Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the Libretto and Score

The Little Shop of Horrors libretto and score exemplify the power of musical theater to blend humor, horror, and social
commentary into a cohesive, entertaining package. Howard Ashman’s witty, satirical libretto provides a sharp narrative
backbone, while Alan Menken’s versatile, engaging score elevates the story’s emotional and thematic resonance.
Together, they create a theatrical experience that is both fun and thought-provoking, ensuring the musical’s place in the
pantheon of cult classics. Their continued relevance and popularity are testaments to the meticulous craftsmanship and
creative synergy between words and music. Whether experienced on stage or through the beloved film adaptation, Little
Shop of Horrors remains a shining example of how a well-crafted libretto and score can elevate a simple story into a
timeless cultural phenomenon.

Questions & Answers About little shop of horrors libretto and
score

No Question Answer

1 What are the key themes explored in
the 'Little Shop of Horrors' libretto and
score?

The libretto and score explore themes of greed, ambition, love, and
the dark side of the American dream, all wrapped in a comedic horror
context with catchy songs and clever lyrics.

2 Who composed the music and wrote
the lyrics for 'Little Shop of Horrors'?

Alan Menken composed the music, and Howard Ashman wrote the
lyrics and co-wrote the book, creating a memorable and engaging
score.

3 How does the 'Little Shop of Horrors'
libretto integrate theatrical storytelling
with musical elements?

The libretto combines witty dialogue, humorous character interactions,
and narrative progression seamlessly with musical numbers that
advance the plot and develop characters, creating an immersive
theatrical experience.

4 What are some of the most popular
songs from the 'Little Shop of Horrors'
score?

Some of the most popular songs include 'Skid Row (Downtown)',
'Suddenly Seymour', 'Grow for Me', and 'Mean Green Mother from
Outer Space', all of which contribute to the show's charm and
popularity.

5 Are there any significant differences
between the original libretto and the
screen or stage adaptations of 'Little
Shop of Horrors'?

Yes, certain scenes and songs have been altered or added in various
adaptations to enhance the story or suit different production styles, but
the core libretto and score remain largely consistent.

6 Where can I find the official libretto and
score for 'Little Shop of Horrors'?

Official versions of the libretto and score are available through
licensed theatrical publishers such as Samuel French or Music
Theatre International, and can be purchased for licensing or study
purposes.

7 What makes the 'Little Shop of Horrors'
score stand out among musical theater
compositions?

The score is notable for its catchy melodies, clever lyrics, and blend of
doo-wop, rock, and musical comedy styles, making it both memorable
and uniquely fitting the quirky, dark humor of the story.

little shop of horrors, libretto, score, musical, horror comedy, Alan Menken, Howard Ashman, Off-Broadway, musical
theater, Audrey II
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