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The Rocking Horse Winner

The Rocking Horse Winner: An In-Depth Analysis of D.H. Lawrence's Classic Short Story The
rocking horse winner is a renowned short story by D.H. Lawrence that explores themes of luck,
greed, family dynamics, and the destructive pursuit of wealth. Published in 1932, the story remains
a compelling piece of literature that delves into the psychological and emotional complexities of
human nature. This article provides an in-depth examination of the story's themes, characters,
symbolism, and its significance in literary history. Overview of "The Rocking Horse Winner"
Summary of the Plot "The rocking horse winner" revolves around a young boy named Paul who, in
his desire to help his family escape financial hardship, embarks on a quest to predict the outcome
of horse races. Living in a household haunted by whispers of "there must be more money" and
internal family tensions, Paul believes that winning bets could bring his family happiness and
financial stability. Paul's unique talent manifests when he rides his rocking horse vigorously,
believing that his intense riding will reveal the winning horse in upcoming races. As he rides, he
claims to see visions of the winning horses, which he then communicates to his uncle, Henry, who
places bets based on Paul's insights. The story culminates in a tragic ending, highlighting the
destructive nature of greed and obsession. Main Characters - Paul: The young boy with a
supernatural ability to predict race winners through riding his rocking horse. - Mother: A woman
obsessed with wealth and social status, whose desire for money fuels the family's financial
struggles. - Father: A man who is unaware of his wife's discontent and the family's financial issues.
- Uncle Henry: The family’s wealthy and somewhat opportunistic relative who takes bets based on
Paul's predictions. Themes Explored in "The Rocking Horse Winner" The Illusion of Luck and
Fortune One of the central themes in Lawrence's story is the fragile and often deceptive nature of
luck. The phrase "there must be more money" reflects the family's obsession with wealth, which
they believe is directly linked to luck rather than hard work. Paul’s supernatural ability to predict
race winners symbolizes the irrational belief in luck as a means to achieve happiness and success.
Greed and Materialism Lawrence critiques the destructive power of greed. The family's relentless
pursuit of wealth creates a toxic environment, leading to emotional and moral decay. Paul's efforts
to secure money to satisfy his mother's insatiable desire reveal how greed corrupts familial
relationships and personal values. Family Expectations and Emotional Neglect The story highlights
how material pursuits can overshadow genuine familial love and concern. Mother’s fixation on
money results in emotional neglect of her children, especially Paul, who seeks her approval and
love through his risky endeavors. The Tragic Consequences of Obsession Paul’s obsession with
riding the rocking horse to predict winners ultimately leads to his tragic death. Lawrence explores
how an unrelenting pursuit of material success can have devastating consequences, especially
when driven by societal pressures and personal insecurities. Symbolism in "The Rocking Horse
Winner" The Rocking Horse The rocking horse itself is a powerful symbol representing childhood
innocence, obsession, and the desire for control. Paul’s riding symbolizes his frantic attempt to
influence fate, and the horse becomes a conduit for his supernatural insight. It also reflects the
child's need for agency in a world dominated by adult concerns. The Racehorses The horses



symbolize luck, chance, and the pursuit of wealth. The specific horses Paul predicts represent the
possibility of financial salvation, yet they also embody the illusion that fortune can be manipulated
or controlled. The Whispering House Throughout the story, the house whispering "there must be
more money" underscores the pervasive influence of materialism. It acts as a haunting reminder of
the family's obsession and the destructive power of greed. The Money Money in the story is both a
symbol of security and a corrupting force. The obsession with accumulating wealth drives the
characters’ actions and ultimately leads to tragedy. Literary Techniques Used by D.H. Lawrence
Use of Irony Lawrence employs irony effectively, especially situational irony, where Paul’s efforts to
help his family inadvertently lead to his demise. The story’s ending underscores the tragic futility of
greed and obsession. Symbolism and Allegory The story is rich in symbolism, transforming the
rocking horse into an allegorical device representing childhood innocence corrupted by adult
greed. Narrative Style Lawrence's concise and evocative prose immerses readers into the
psychological states of the characters, emphasizing emotional tension and underlying themes.
Foreshadowing Subtle hints foreshadow Paul’s tragic fate, such as his intense riding and the
growing obsession of the family with wealth, culminating in his untimely death. The Moral and
Philosophical Messages The Dangers of Materialism Lawrence warns readers about the destructive
nature of materialism and the obsession with wealth. The story suggests that chasing money at all
costs can lead to spiritual and emotional ruin. The Innocence and Vulnerability of Children Paul’s
innocence and vulnerability highlight the tragic consequences when children are placed in adult
worlds of greed and ambition. His supernatural abilities symbolize a child's pure perception
corrupted by societal greed. The Illusion of Control The story questions the belief that luck and
chance can be mastered or manipulated, emphasizing the unpredictability of life and the futility of
obsessive control. Critical Reception and Legacy Initial Reception Upon publication, "The rocking
horse winner" received mixed reviews, with some critics praising its psychological depth and
symbolism, while others criticized its dark themes. Literary Significance Today, the story is
regarded as a masterpiece of modernist literature, showcasing Lawrence's mastery in blending
symbolism, psychological insight, and social critique. Adaptations and Influence The story has
inspired numerous adaptations, including films, theatrical productions, and academic analyses. Its
themes remain relevant, resonating with contemporary debates about materialism and familial
relationships. How to Analyze "The Rocking Horse Winner" Step-by-Step Approach 1. Identify Key
Themes: Luck, greed, family, obsession. 2. Examine Symbols: Rocking horse, house whispers,
racehorses. 3. Understand Character Motivations: Why does Paul ride? What drives the family’s
obsession? 4. Analyze the Narrative Style: How does Lawrence's language evoke emotion? 5.
Consider the Moral: What message does Lawrence convey about wealth and happiness? Questions
for further reflection - How does Lawrence depict childhood innocence versus adult greed? - What
does the story suggest about the true cost of material success? - How do the characters' desires
shape their actions and outcomes? Conclusion "The rocking horse winner" remains a powerful and
thought-provoking story that explores the dark side of human nature and societal values. Through
its rich symbolism, compelling characters, and moral messages, D.H. Lawrence invites readers to
reflect on the true meaning of happiness, the dangers of greed, and the importance of emotional
integrity. Whether viewed as a critique of materialism or a tragic tale of innocence lost, the story
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continues to resonate with audiences and scholars alike, cementing its place in the canon of
modern literature.

The Rocking Horse Winner is a compelling and thought-provoking short story by D.H. Lawrence that
delves into themes of greed, luck, family dynamics, and the destructive nature of materialism.
Since its publication in 1932, the narrative has captivated readers with its intense emotional depth,
symbolic richness, and haunting conclusion. This review aims to explore the story’s themes,
characters, stylistic elements, and its enduring significance within literary history, providing a
comprehensive understanding of why it remains a classic work of modern literature.

Introduction to the Story

The Rocking Horse Winner is set in a seemingly affluent household haunted by an undercurrent of
financial anxiety. The story revolves around a young boy named Paul, who, in a desperate attempt
to help his family attain financial stability, embarks on a series of risky bets driven by his uncanny
ability to predict racehorse winners through a supernatural connection with his rocking horse. The
narrative is narrated through a third-person lens, offering insights into the characters’ minds and
the story’s symbolic layers. The plot’s core tension arises from the contrast between outward
wealth and inner emotional distress. Despite the family’s wealth, they are plagued by an insatiable
desire for more, which leads to a pervasive sense of insecurity and unhappiness. Paul’s innocent
yet desperate efforts to secure his family’s future reveal the tragic cost of greed and the societal
obsession with luck and material success.

Themes and Symbolism

Greed and Materialism

One of the central themes of The Rocking Horse Winner is the destructive nature of greed. The
family’s obsession with money creates an environment where love and happiness are subordinate
to financial success. The mother’s constant longing for wealth and status exemplifies this
obsession, and her superficial happiness masks underlying dissatisfaction. The story critiques
societal values that equate worth with material possessions. The house’s whispering, “There must
be more money,” symbolizes the inescapable grip of greed that influences every character’s
actions.

Luck and Superstition

Luck plays a pivotal role in the narrative, especially through Paul’s belief that he can influence the
outcome of horse races via his rocking horse. His conviction that he can “know” the winners
symbolizes a child’s naive faith in luck and the supernatural. This obsession underscores the
irrational and destructive pursuit of fortune, often at the expense of moral and emotional well-
being.



Family and Love

The story examines the complex dynamics of family relationships, especially the mother’s
emotional neglect and the boy’s yearning for her affection. Paul’s efforts to earn money are driven
by his desire to win his mother’s love and approval. His fixation on winning races becomes a tragic
attempt to fill the emotional void created by her indifference.

Death and Sacrifice

The tragic culmination involves Paul’s death, which signifies the ultimate sacrifice in his desperate
quest to help his family. His death highlights the destructive consequences of valuing material
success over genuine human connection and emotional health.

Symbolism

- The Rocking Horse: Represents Paul’s frantic search for luck and control over fate. Its mechanical
movement symbolizes the relentless, compulsive pursuit of success. - The Whispering House:
Embodies the pervasive influence of greed and the insatiable desire for wealth. - The Racehorses:
Symbolize luck, chance, and the unpredictable nature of life. Paul’s ability to predict winners
reflects his belief in a supernatural influence that can be harnessed.

Characters and Their Roles

Paul

The protagonist, Paul, is a sensitive and intuitive boy whose innocence is contrasted by his
dangerous obsession with winning. His determination to help his family reveals both admirable
qualities and tragic flaws—namely, his naivety and willingness to sacrifice himself.

The Mother

The mother is portrayed as a superficial, materialistic woman whose obsession with wealth causes
emotional neglect of her children. Her dissatisfaction with their modest lifestyle fuels the story’s
tension and underscores the destructive influence of greed.

The Father

The father’s role is more subdued but significant. His passive attitude and inability to address the
family’s financial issues contribute to the overall atmosphere of helplessness and despair.

The Uncle

The uncle acts as a facilitator of Paul’s betting ventures, providing the financial backing for his
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predictions. His character highlights the external influences that enable the destructive pursuit of
luck.

Stylistic Features

Narrative Style

Lawrence employs a straightforward yet evocative narrative style that combines simplicity with
poetic imagery. The third-person narration allows for a nuanced exploration of characters’ inner
worlds while maintaining a detached tone that emphasizes the story’s symbolic nature.

Language and Tone

The language is concise, with a focus on vivid imagery and symbolic descriptions. The tone is
somber, almost clinical, which heightens the story’s tragic impact and underscores the moral
seriousness of its themes.

Use of Dialogue

Dialogue is minimal but effective, often used to reveal characters’ desires and inner conflicts. The
sparse dialogue contributes to the story’s tense, claustrophobic atmosphere.

Analysis of Key Scenes

The First Prediction

Paul’s initial success in predicting winning horses marks the beginning of his dangerous obsession.
This scene sets up the supernatural element that drives the plot and hints at the tragic
consequences to come.

The House Whispering

The house’s whispering “There must be more money” emphasizes the pervasive influence of
greed. It also symbolizes societal pressures that foster insatiable desire, leading to moral decay.

The Final Race

Paul’s last race, where he rides his rocking horse with frantic intensity, symbolizes his desperate
attempt to control fate. His death shortly afterward underscores the destructive toll of his
obsession.



Critical Reception and Legacy

The Rocking Horse Winner has been widely acclaimed for its incisive critique of materialism and its
masterful use of symbolism. Critics have appreciated Lawrence’s ability to condense profound
social commentary into a short story, making it a quintessential example of modernist literature.
The story’s themes remain relevant today, as societal obsession with wealth and luck continues to
influence individual lives. Its psychological depth and moral seriousness make it a compelling read
for those interested in human nature and societal critique.

Pros and Cons

Pros: - Deeply symbolic and layered narrative - Strong critique of materialism and societal values -
Memorable characters with complex motivations - Poignant and tragic ending - Elegant, concise
writing style Cons: - Some readers may find the story’s moral tone heavy-handed - The
supernatural element might feel implausible to skeptics - The brevity of the story leaves some
themes underexplored - Emotional detachment in narration could limit character empathy

Conclusion

The Rocking Horse Winner stands as a powerful exploration of the destructive forces of greed, luck,
and societal values. Lawrence’s skillful use of symbolism, his keen psychological insights, and his
moral seriousness make this story a timeless piece that continues to resonate with readers. Its
tragic ending serves as a stark reminder of the costs of valuing material wealth over human
connection and integrity. For readers interested in stories that combine social critique with
emotional depth, The Rocking Horse Winner offers a compelling and haunting experience. It
challenges us to reflect on our own values and the true meaning of success and happiness, making
it a must-read in the realm of modern literature.

Questions & Answers About the rocking horse winner

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of 'The
Rocking Horse Winner'?

The main theme is the destructive nature of greed and
the illusion of luck, highlighting how obsession with
wealth can lead to moral and psychological downfall.

2 How does the motif of the
rocking horse symbolize the
story's message?

The rocking horse symbolizes the protagonist's desperate
quest for luck and wealth, representing the obsession
that drives him to risk everything to satisfy the family's
desire for fortune.

3 What role does luck play in 'The
Rocking Horse Winner'?

Luck is portrayed as a powerful yet elusive force that the
characters believe can be manipulated or attained
through superstition, but ultimately underscores the
futility of relying solely on chance.
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4 How does the story depict the
relationship between wealth and
happiness?

The story suggests that an obsession with wealth can
corrupt and destroy personal happiness, showing that
material greed can lead to moral decay and emotional
suffering.

5 What is the significance of Paul’s
ability to predict the winning
horses?

Paul’s ability symbolizes his intense desire to bring
financial stability to his family and reflects the
destructive lengths he goes to in order to satisfy their
greed, ultimately leading to tragic consequences.

6 How does the story explore the
concept of luck versus skill?

The story blurs the lines between luck and skill by
portraying Paul’s supernatural intuition as a form of
instinct or innate ability, questioning whether success is
truly due to chance or a deeper, mysterious power.

7 What is the significance of the
story's ending?

The ending emphasizes the tragic cost of obsession with
wealth, illustrating that the relentless pursuit of luck and
material gain can lead to personal ruin and moral loss.

wealth, luck, gambling, inheritance, obsession, fate, family, morality, psychological, childhood
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