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Angels In America Part 2

Angels in America Part 2 is a compelling continuation of Tony Kushner's
groundbreaking play, delving deeper into the complex lives of its characters while
exploring profound themes of politics, sexuality, mortality, and spirituality. As the
second installment in the acclaimed two-part epic, it expands upon the intricate
narrative introduced in Part 1, "Millennium Approaches," offering viewers and readers
an expansive and thought-provoking experience.

Overview of Angels in America Part 2

Angels in America Part 2, officially titled "Perestroika," advances the story set in 1980s
America amidst the AIDS crisis, Reagan-era politics, and shifting social attitudes. This
part continues to explore the intertwined destinies of its characters—each representing
different facets of American society—while introducing new characters and themes that
deepen the narrative complexity. The play's structure combines realism with magical
realism, creating a layered storytelling approach that blurs the boundaries between the
physical and spiritual worlds. Kushner’s masterful blending of these elements makes
Angels in America a landmark work in American theater.

Key Themes Explored in Angels in America Part 2

1. The Confrontation with Mortality and Faith

One of the central themes of Part 2 is the characters’ confrontation with mortality,
especially in the context of the AIDS epidemic. The play examines how characters
grapple with their faith, doubts, and the meaning of life and death. The spiritual
symbolism intensifies as angels visit the characters, challenging their beliefs and
inspiring transformations.

2. Political and Social Critique

Kushner weaves a critique of 1980s American politics, particularly the Reagan
administration’s indifference to the AIDS crisis. The play highlights issues of
homophobia, governmental neglect, and the struggle for LGBTQ+ rights, making it a
powerful commentary on social justice.

3. Sexual Identity and Personal Freedom

The characters’ exploration of sexuality and identity is central to the narrative. The play
portrays the struggles and liberation associated with embracing one’s true self amid
societal repression.



4. The Interplay of Myth and Reality

Magical realism continues to play a critical role, with angels, visions, and supernatural
elements symbolizing larger existential and spiritual questions.

Major Characters in Angels in America Part 2

1. Prior Walter

A gay man living with AIDS, Prior’s journey of suffering, resilience, and spiritual
awakening remains pivotal. His visions of angels and messages about healing and
redemption are central to the play's spiritual themes.

2. Roy Cohn

The notorious lawyer and political fixer continues his destructive path, confronting his
own mortality and moral corruption. His illness and denial serve as a critique of power
and hypocrisy.

3. Belize

A former drag queen and nurse, Belize provides both comic relief and profound wisdom,
supporting other characters through their struggles.

4. Louis Ironson

Prior’s lover, who grapples with guilt, love, and fear of loss, representing the emotional
complexities of relationships in times of crisis.

5. Harper Pitt

Wife of Joe Pitt, Harper’s mental health struggles and her search for meaning reflect
themes of disconnection and hope.

6. Joe Pitt

A Mormon Republican lawyer torn between duty, faith, and his emerging sexuality.

The Significance of Angels in Part 2

Angels are a recurring motif in Angels in America, with Part 2 particularly emphasizing
their symbolic and narrative importance.
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1. The Angel’s Arrival

In "Perestroika," the angel’s visit is more vivid and unsettling. The angel’s message
challenges the characters’ understanding of divine intervention and human agency,
urging a reconsideration of faith and power.

2. Symbolism of Angels

The angels symbolize both divine judgment and hope. Their presence signifies a call for
awakening and change, urging characters to confront their truths and societal issues.

3. The Angel’s Role in Character Development

For Prior, the angel’s appearance signifies a spiritual awakening and a calling to fulfill a
destiny beyond suffering. For others, the angel’s message prompts reflection on morality
and social justice.

Major Scenes and Moments in Angels in America Part 2

The Angel’s Visit: A theatrical and spiritual climax where the angel appears to Prior,1.
delivering a message that underscores the play’s themes of divine intervention and
personal destiny.
Roy Cohn’s Illness Revelation: His denial and confrontation with mortality2.
highlight themes of hypocrisy and mortality’s inevitability.
Harper’s Dreamscape: Harper’s hallucinations and conversations with her3.
imaginary Russian husband, reflecting her mental state and longing for escape.
Louis and Prior’s Reconciliation: Their emotional reunion signifies acceptance and4.
the possibility of healing amid loss.
The Political Arena: Scenes depicting political debates and Reagan’s indifferent5.
policies provide critique and context for the characters’ personal struggles.

Impact and Critical Reception

Angels in America Part 2 has been widely praised for its bold storytelling, poetic
language, and profound social commentary. Critics have lauded Kushner’s ability to
blend the spiritual with the political, creating a narrative that is both deeply personal
and universally relevant. The play’s relevance extends beyond its original 1990s context,
resonating with contemporary audiences facing issues of social justice, healthcare, and
identity. Its theatrical innovation and powerful symbolism have earned it numerous
awards, including Pulitzer Prizes and Tony Awards.



Conclusion: The Legacy of Angels in America Part 2

Angels in America Part 2 stands as a monumental work that challenges audiences to
reflect on the intersections of faith, identity, politics, and mortality. Its rich tapestry of
characters, themes, and symbolism makes it an enduring piece of American drama and a
catalyst for conversations about human rights and spiritual awakening. Whether
experienced through theater, literature, or academic study, "Perestroika" offers a
profound exploration of hope and despair, urging us to confront the truths of our society
and ourselves. Its message remains as vital today as when it first premiered, cementing
its place in the canon of influential American plays. Meta Description: Discover the
depth and significance of Angels in America Part 2, exploring its themes, characters,
symbolism, and cultural impact in this comprehensive guide.

Angels in America Part 2: An In-Depth Analysis of "Perestroika"

"Angels in America Part 2," commonly referred to as Perestroika, is a pivotal installment
in Tony Kushner’s groundbreaking epic, Angels in America. As the second part of a two-
play series, it delves deeper into the complex web of characters, themes, and ideological
conflicts introduced in Part 1, offering a nuanced exploration of identity, politics, faith,
and mortality. This segment is renowned for its intricate narrative structure, poetic
dialogue, and bold spiritual and social commentary. In this guide, we will explore the
core elements of Perestroika, examining its plot developments, thematic concerns,
character arcs, and its significance within the broader landscape of American theater.

Understanding the Context of "Perestroika"

Before delving into the specifics of Part 2, it is essential to understand its roots within
Angels in America. The series, written by Tony Kushner in the early 1990s, is set during
the Reagan era, a time marked by political conservatism, the AIDS crisis, and social
upheaval. The narrative intertwines personal stories with larger societal issues, blending
realism with fantastical elements, including angels, visions, and supernatural
interventions.

Perestroika picks up where Part 1, Millennium Approaches, leaves off, with its
characters navigating the aftermath of revelations, confrontations, and personal crises.
The title itself—referring to the Soviet Union’s policy of restructuring—symbolizes a
period of profound transformation, which is mirrored in the characters’ journeys.

Plot Overview of "Perestroika"

"Perestroika" continues the narrative threads from Millennium Approaches and
introduces new developments that propel the story toward its resolution.

Major Plot Points

Prior Walter’s AIDS diagnosis and his relationship with Louis Ironson1.
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Prior grapples with his mortality and the emotional fallout of his illness. His relationship
with Louis becomes strained as Louis’s own fears and guilt surface.

Roy Cohn’s health decline and denial1.

The ruthless lawyer Roy Cohn faces the consequences of his secret HIV status. His
denial and aggressive behavior contrast with his vulnerabilities.

Joe Pitt’s moral conflict and political awakening1.

Joe, a Mormon and Republican lawyer, begins questioning his beliefs and sexuality,
especially after his affair with Louis is revealed.

Harper’s mental health and spiritual crisis1.

Harper, battling paranoia and medication dependency, starts to experience visions and
questions her reality.

The Angel’s visit and the theme of divine intervention1.

An angel descends, challenging the characters’ understanding of faith and destiny.

Prior’s spiritual awakening and the role of the "Angel"1.

Prior receives a visit from the angel, which becomes a pivotal moment of spiritual
revelation and self-acceptance.

Revelation of the truth about Roy Cohn’s AIDS status1.

Roy’s denial begins to crumble as his health deteriorates, exposing the lies he’s told
himself and others.

The political and social commentary1.

The characters’ personal struggles are intertwined with the political landscape of the
1980s America, highlighting themes of power, oppression, and change.

Major Themes and Symbolism

"Perestroika" is rich with themes that resonate on personal, societal, and spiritual levels.
Here are some of the most prominent:

Transformation and Change1.

The term perestroika encapsulates the idea of restructuring and reform. In the play, this
manifests as characters undergo profound personal transformations, often confronting
uncomfortable truths.

Divinity and Spirituality1.

The angel’s appearance symbolizes divine intervention and questions traditional notions



of faith. The play explores whether salvation is possible in a world fraught with
suffering.

Mortality and Acceptance1.

Characters grapple with the reality of death—be it AIDS or old age—and the necessity of
accepting mortality as part of life.

Political and Social Justice1.

Set against the backdrop of the Reagan era, the play critiques political indifference to
the AIDS crisis, homophobia, and social injustice.

Identity and Self-Acceptance1.

Characters like Prior and Joe navigate their sexual identities, confronting societal
pressures and internal conflict.

Character Arcs and Their Significance

"Perestroika" offers deep dives into its characters’ inner worlds, revealing growth,
conflict, and resolution.

Prior Walter

Journey of Self-Acceptance: Prior’s spiritual awakening with the angel signifies his1.
embracing of his identity and destiny.
Symbol of Resilience: Despite illness and societal rejection, Prior becomes a messianic2.
figure, embodying hope and perseverance.

Louis Ironson

Guilt and Redemption: His guilt over abandoning Prior leads to introspection and a1.
desire to reconnect.
Transformation: Louis begins to confront his own fears and moral shortcomings.2.

Roy Cohn

Denial and Death: His refusal to accept his HIV status and impending mortality reveal1.
the destructive power of denial.
Tragic Figure: His downfall serves as a critique of hypocrisy and repression.2.

Joe Pitt

Moral and Sexual Awakening: His affair with Louis and subsequent internal conflict1.
propel him toward self-awareness.
Questioning Authority: His religious and political beliefs are challenged, hinting at a2.
potential rebellion against societal norms.

Harper Pitt
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Mental Health and Reality: Her hallucinations and paranoia symbolize her internal1.
struggles.
Spiritual Search: Her visions of the "dream ballet" and the angel reflect her quest for2.
meaning.

Symbolism and Imagery

"Perestroika" employs rich symbolism to heighten its themes:

The Angel: Represents divine judgment and intervention, challenging human notions1.
of faith.
The Prophecy: Prior’s visions symbolize the struggle between mortality and the2.
possibility of transcendence.
The Walls: Both physical and emotional barriers that characters must tear down.3.
The Cloud of Smoke: Associated with Roy’s health decline and the destructive nature4.
of secrets and lies.

Critical Scenes and Their Impact

Some scenes in Perestroika stand out for their emotional intensity and thematic depth:

The Angel’s Descent: A surreal moment that confronts characters with divine1.
authority and questions faith.
Prior’s Vision of the Garden: Symbolic of hope and renewal amid despair.2.
Roy Cohn’s Deathbed Monologue: Reveals the tragic costs of repression and denial.3.
Joe’s Confrontation with his beliefs: Marks a turning point toward authenticity.4.

The Play’s Resolution and Its Significance

Perestroika culminates in a series of revelations and transformations. The characters are
left at crossroads, with some embracing change, others resisting, and all grappling with
the divine and mortal realities.

Prior accepts his role as a prophet-like figure, embodying resilience.1.
Joe begins to question his faith and identity, hinting at future rebellion.2.
Harper’s spiritual journey concludes with a tentative hope, embracing uncertainty.3.
Roy’s demise underscores the destructive nature of denial, serving as a cautionary4.
tale.

The ending of Perestroika leaves audiences contemplating the possibility of renewal
amid chaos, emphasizing that change—both personal and societal—is an ongoing
process.

The Play’s Legacy and Cultural Impact

Angels in America Part 2 has cemented its place as a landmark in American theater,
celebrated for its poetic language, daring themes, and innovative structure. Its
exploration of AIDS, sexuality, faith, and politics remains profoundly relevant.



Key reasons for its lasting impact include:

Its portrayal of marginalized communities with empathy and complexity.1.
Its critique of political indifference and social injustice.2.
Its philosophical inquiry into divine justice and human resilience.3.
Its influence on contemporary theater, inspiring a new wave of socially conscious4.
storytelling.

Final Thoughts

"Angels in America Part 2" is a masterwork that challenges audiences to confront
uncomfortable truths and embrace change. Through its intricate characters, poetic
language, and bold symbolism, Perestroika epitomizes the transformative power of art in
reflecting and shaping societal values. Whether viewed as a spiritual journey, a political
critique, or a personal tale of resilience, it remains a vital piece of American theatrical
history, encouraging us to reflect on our own paths toward understanding, acceptance,
and hope.

Questions & Answers About angels in america part 2

N
o

Question Answer

1 What are the main themes
explored in 'Angels in
America Part 2'?

The play explores themes such as AIDS and illness,
homosexuality, political corruption, religion,
mortality, and the search for meaning in a
tumultuous era.

2 How does 'Perestroika,' the
second part of 'Angels in
America,' develop the
characters introduced in Part
1?

Perestroika deepens character arcs by revealing
their struggles with identity, faith, and mortality,
particularly focusing on Prior's spiritual journey
and Roy's moral decline.

3 What role do angels play in
'Angels in America Part 2'?

Angels symbolize divine intervention, judgment,
and messengers of truth, often challenging
characters to confront their moral and spiritual
dilemmas.

4 How does 'Angels in America
Part 2' address political
issues of the 1980s?

The play critiques Reagan-era politics, highlighting
issues like government neglect of the AIDS crisis,
conservative religious influence, and social
injustice.

5 What is the significance of
the character Louis Ironson
in Part 2?

Louis grapples with guilt over abandoning Prior
and struggles with his own identity and morality,
illustrating personal and political conflicts.
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6 How does the play depict the
intersection of sexuality and
spirituality in Part 2?

The play explores this intersection through
characters' struggles with faith, love, and
acceptance, often questioning traditional religious
views on sexuality.

7 What are the major conflicts
faced by Roy Cohn in Part 2?

Roy faces moral decline, health deterioration due
to AIDS, and the consequences of his ruthless
political and personal actions.

8 How does 'Angels in America
Part 2' incorporate historical
context into its narrative?

The play integrates real historical figures, events,
and societal issues of the 1980s to create a
backdrop of political and social upheaval.

9 What is the importance of
the character Hannah in Part
2?

Hannah, Roy's mother, represents traditional
values and religious morality, serving as a foil to
Roy's moral corruption and highlighting themes of
faith and acceptance.

10 How does 'Angels in America
Part 2' conclude, and what
are its implications for the
characters?

The part concludes with unresolved tensions and
revelations, emphasizing themes of hope,
redemption, and the ongoing struggle for truth and
acceptance.

angels in america part 2, perestroika, Tony Kushner, Broadway play, gay themes, AIDS
crisis, 1990s America, Mormonism, political drama, LGBTQ+ rights
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