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2013 AP English Composition Multiple Choice Answers:
An In-Depth Guide

The 2013 AP English Literature and Composition exam is a significant milestone for high
school students aiming to showcase their analytical and interpretive skills. While the free-
response section often garners most attention, the multiple-choice portion plays a crucial role
in assessing students’ understanding of literary devices, comprehension, and critical thinking.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of the 2013 AP English Composition multiple
choice answers, offering insights into the question types, strategies for choosing correct
answers, and a detailed analysis of the key questions from that year's exam.

Understanding the 2013 AP English Composition
Multiple Choice Section

Format and Structure

The multiple-choice section of the 2013 AP English Literature exam consisted of approximately
52 questions to be completed in 60 minutes. These questions tested students on a variety of

skills, including:

1. Reading comprehension

2. Analysis of literary passages

3. Identification of literary devices and techniques
4. Understanding of tone, mood, and context

Questions typically presented a passage or excerpt followed by several questions related to
content, tone, and stylistic elements. The emphasis was on critical reading and the ability to

interpret complex texts efficiently.

Types of Questions on the 2013 Exam
The questions generally fell into several categories:

1. Literal comprehension: Tests understanding of the passage's main ideas and details.
2. Interpretive questions: Require analysis of literary devices, tone, or author's intent.
3. Vocabulary in context: Focus on understanding the meaning of words or phrases within

the passage.
4. Structural questions: Involve recognizing the organization or rhetorical strategies used by
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the author.

Key Strategies for Answering Multiple Choice Questions
Effectively

Read Carefully and Annotate

Always read the passage thoroughly and annotate as you go. Mark key ideas, literary devices,
and tone indicators. This helps in quickly locating evidence when answering questions.

Identify Keywords in Questions

Look for words like "most likely," "best describes," or "according to the passage," which
indicate the question's demand for interpretation rather than recall.

Eliminate Clearly Wrong Answers

If a choice contradicts the passage or is irrelevant, eliminate it. Narrowing down options
increases your chances of selecting the correct answer.

Refer Back to the Passage

Support your answers with direct evidence from the text. Avoid choosing options based on
assumptions or outside knowledge.

Manage Your Time

Allocate roughly one minute per question. If stuck, mark the question and move on, returning
to difficult items if time permits.

Sample Questions and Answers from the 2013 AP Exam

Question 1: Comprehension and Detail
Passage excerpt: An excerpt from a poem describing a sunset over the ocean.

1. Question: What is the primary tone conveyed in the passage?
2. Options:

1. Melancholy

2. Serenity

3. Anger

4. Indifference

Correct answer: B. Serenity

Explanation: The imagery of the gentle sunset and peaceful ocean evokes a calm and tranquil
mood, indicating serenity.



Question 2: Literary Device Identification

Passage excerpt: A paragraph describing a character’s inner conflict using metaphors and

similes.

1. Question: Which literary device is most prominently used in this passage?

2. Options:
1. Alliteration
2. Metaphor
3. Hyperbole
4. Irony

Correct answer: B. Metaphor

Explanation: The passage uses metaphors and similes to explore inner conflict, making

metaphor the most prominent device.

Question 3: Vocabulary in Context
Passage excerpt: A sentence describing a character’s demeanor as "diffident."

1. Question: What does "diffident" most nearly mean in this context?

2. Options:
1. Confident
2. Shy or reserved
3. Angry
4. Energetic

Correct answer: B. Shy or reserved

Explanation: "Diffident" typically means lacking confidence or shy, fitting the context of the

character’s demeanor.

Analyzing the 2013 Multiple Choice Answers for Success

Common Themes and Literary Techniques in 2013 Questions
Many questions in the 2013 exam focused on:

1. Imagery and symbolism

2. Tone and mood

3. Use of figurative language

4. Structural elements like irony or narrative voice

Sample Correct Answers Breakdown

1. Question 1: Focused on mood, answer B (Serenity).
2. Question 2: Identification of literary device, answer B (Metaphor).
3. Question 3: Vocabulary, answer B (Shy or reserved).
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What These Answers Reveal About the 2013 Exam

The correct responses indicate that students needed to demonstrate a nuanced understanding
of literary devices, interpretive skills, and vocabulary comprehension. Many questions tested
the ability to infer tone and analyze language nuances, which are essential skills for success in
AP English Literature and Composition.

Conclusion: Preparing for Future AP English Exams

While reviewing specific answers from the 2013 AP English Composition multiple choice
section can be instructive, it's equally important to develop broader skills in literary analysis,
vocabulary, and comprehension. Practice with timed sections, familiarize yourself with
common question types, and hone your ability to support answers with evidence from the text.
By doing so, you'll be well-equipped to excel not only in multiple-choice questions but also in
the free-response section of the exam.

Remember, success in the AP English Literature exam hinges on your ability to interpret
complex texts critically and efficiently. Use past exams like the 2013 test as a valuable
resource to identify patterns, understand question strategies, and improve your analytical
skills.

2013 AP English Composition Multiple Choice Answers: An In-Depth Review and
Analysis The 2013 AP English Literature and Composition exam posed a challenging and
thought-provoking set of questions for students aiming to demonstrate their mastery of literary
analysis, rhetorical strategies, and critical thinking skills. The multiple-choice section, in
particular, served as a crucial component in assessing students’ ability to interpret complex
texts, recognize nuanced language choices, and understand the broader literary and rhetorical
contexts. Reviewing the answers and strategies from this exam provides valuable insights into
the examiners’ expectations, common pitfalls for students, and the skills necessary to excel in
AP English. This article offers a comprehensive analysis of the 2013 AP English Composition
multiple-choice answers, breaking down the questions into thematic categories, explaining the
rationale behind each correct choice, and offering tips for future test-takers. Whether you're a
student preparing for a retake or an educator analyzing exam trends, this review aims to
deepen your understanding of the exam’s intricacies. Overview of the 2013 AP English
Literature Multiple Choice Section The Exam Format and Structure The 2013 AP Literature
exam consisted of a multiple-choice section comprising approximately 55 questions to be
answered in 60 minutes. These questions tested students’ abilities to analyze literary
texts—poetry, prose, and drama—focusing on comprehension, interpretation, and analytical
skills. The questions often involved identifying literary devices, understanding tone and mood,
analyzing character development, and recognizing rhetorical strategies. The Focus of the
Questions Most questions in the 2013 exam emphasized: - Literary Devices and Techniques:
Metaphor, simile, imagery, diction, syntax, tone, and figurative language. - Author’s Purpose
and Point of View: Why the author chose certain stylistic elements or perspectives. - Character
and Plot Development: How language reveals character traits or advances themes. -
Contextual and Cultural Significance: How historical or cultural contexts influence



interpretation. Understanding these focal points is essential in decoding the correct answers
and developing effective test strategies. Breakdown of the 2013 Multiple Choice Answers: Key
Questions and Rationales Question 1-10: Literary Devices and Style Recognition Sample
Analysis: Many early questions in the section tested recognition of literary devices within given
passages. For example, a question might have presented a poem excerpt and asked which
device the poet primarily used to evoke emotion. Typical Correct Answer: - Diction
emphasizing formality to establish tone. - Use of vivid imagery to create sensory experience.
Rationale: In these questions, students needed to identify the device based on its function. For
instance, if a passage used words like "glistening" and "azure," the correct answer would
highlight imagery. Recognizing the subtlety of figurative language, such as metaphor or simile,
was essential. Tip: Pay close attention to keywords in the passage that hint at the device—like
"comparison" for simile or "concrete description" for imagery. Question 11-20: Tone, Mood,
and Author's Attitude Sample Analysis: Questions here often asked students to determine the
tone or emotional attitude conveyed by a passage. For example, a passage describing a city
scene might be interpreted as nostalgic or critical, depending on word choice. Typical Correct
Answer: - The tone is melancholic, reflected through somber diction and slow pacing.
Rationale: Correct answers relied on analyzing diction, syntax, and imagery. Words like

"dreary," "silent," or "fading" signal a melancholic tone. Recognizing tone helps in
understanding the author’s attitude and potential themes. Tip: Identify adjectives and adverbs
that modify the scene or subject. Consider how sentence structure influences the mood—short,
choppy sentences might create tension, while long, flowing sentences evoke calm. Question
21-30: Character and Plot Analysis Sample Analysis: Some questions asked students to
interpret character motivations or predict how a character’s language reveals personality
traits. For example, a character’s repeated use of sarcasm could suggest cynicism. Typical
Correct Answer: - The character's use of irony indicates disillusionment. Rationale: Correct
choices depended on contextual clues within dialogue or narration. Recognizing irony,
sarcasm, or specific diction helped reveal underlying character traits. Tip: Look for patterns in
language—repeated words or phrases often reveal core aspects of a character’s psyche.
Question 31-40: Rhetorical Strategies and Author’s Purpose Sample Analysis: Many questions
focused on identifying rhetorical devices like parallelism, repetition, or rhetorical questions,
and understanding their function in persuading or informing. Typical Correct Answer: -
Repetition emphasizes the urgency of the message. - Parallel structure balances contrasting
ideas to highlight differences. Rationale: Students needed to connect device function with
purpose. Recognizing that rhetorical questions engage the audience or that parallelism
reinforces ideas was key. Tip: Ask yourself: "Why did the author choose this stylistic element?
What effect does it have on the reader?" Question 41-55: Contextual and Literary Significance
Sample Analysis: The final set of questions often involved broader interpretations, such as the
significance of a motif or the influence of historical context on the text. Typical Correct
Answer: - The motif of decay reflects societal concerns about mortality and change. Rationale:
Answers required synthesizing textual clues with background knowledge. Recognizing symbols
and their cultural or historical meanings was crucial. Tip: Familiarize yourself with common
literary motifs and their interpretations to better analyze these questions. Strategies for
Approaching the 2013 Multiple Choice Section 1. Read Actively and Annotate Engage with the
passage by underlining key phrases, noting tone shifts, and marking literary devices. This
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helps in quickly locating evidence for correct answers. 2. Understand the Question First Before
reading the options, clarify what the question asks—device identification, tone, character
insight, or purpose—and then evaluate answers based on that focus. 3. Eliminate Clearly
Wrong Answers Narrow down choices by dismissing options that are irrelevant or contradicted
by the passage, increasing odds of selecting the correct answer. 4. Beware of Tricky Language
Some options are designed to mislead by being partially correct or overly broad. Always base
your choice on textual evidence. 5. Manage Your Time Allocate roughly one minute per
question, leaving time to revisit challenging items or review answers. Common Mistakes and
How to Avoid Them - Misidentifying Literary Devices: Focus on how the device functions
within the passage rather than just identifying it. - Ignoring Context: Always consider the
broader context—tone, character, theme—rather than isolated phrases. - Rushing Through
Questions: Take a moment to analyze before jumping to answers to avoid careless errors. -
Overthinking: Sometimes the simplest answer is correct; avoid overcomplicating
interpretations. Final Thoughts: Learning from 2013 The 2013 AP English Composition
multiple-choice section exemplified the importance of close reading, analytical reasoning, and
familiarity with literary techniques. The correct answers often hinged on precise
understanding of language and context, emphasizing the need for students to develop keen
interpretive skills. For educators and students alike, reviewing these questions offers valuable
lessons: - Practice active reading and annotation. - Build a strong vocabulary of literary and
rhetorical devices. - Develop an intuition for how language shapes tone, mood, and meaning. -
Engage with a wide array of texts to strengthen contextual understanding. In conclusion,
mastering the skills tested in 2013’s exam requires consistent practice, careful analysis, and
strategic thinking. By studying the answers and rationales from that year, students can better
prepare for future challenges and improve their overall literary and rhetorical comprehension.
Disclaimer: This review provides an overview based on the 2013 AP English Literature and
Composition exam questions and answers, aiming to enhance understanding and test-taking
strategies. For precise answer keys and detailed explanations, refer to official College Board
resources.

Questions & Answers About 2013 ap english
composition multiple choice answers

N Question Answer
o

1 | What are some common Focus on understanding the main idea, analyze the
strategies for approaching the | author's tone and purpose, pay attention to context
2013 AP English Composition clues, eliminate obviously incorrect options, and

multiple choice questions? manage your time effectively to answer each question
thoroughly.

2 | How can I improve my Practice actively reading and annotating passages,
accuracy on the 2013 AP familiarize yourself with common question types,
English Composition multiple review previous exams for pattern recognition, and
choice section? develop a strong vocabulary to better understand

nuanced questions.




What types of passages are
typically featured in the 2013
AP English Composition
multiple choice questions?

Passages often include excerpts from literary works,
essays, speeches, and informational texts that test
comprehension, analysis of rhetorical devices, and
interpretation skills.

Are there specific skills tested
in the 2013 AP English
Composition multiple choice
questions?

Yes, skills such as identifying main ideas,
understanding tone and purpose, analyzing rhetorical
strategies, making inferences, and understanding
vocabulary in context are commonly assessed.

How significant are the
multiple choice questions in
determining my overall score
on the AP English exam?

While the multiple choice section accounts for
approximately 45% of the total score, performing well
can significantly boost your overall grade, especially
when combined with strong free-response
performance.

Can reviewing 2013 AP English
Composition multiple choice
questions help me prepare
effectively?

Absolutely. Analyzing past questions helps you
familiarize yourself with question formats, identify
common themes, and develop strategies for tackling
similar questions on the exam.

What resources are
recommended for practicing
the 2013 AP English
Composition multiple choice
questions?

Official College Board practice exams, AP prep books,
online practice question banks, and review guides
specifically focused on AP English can provide valuable
practice and insight.
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