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Matthew Henry Whole Bible
Commentary

Matthew Henry Whole Bible Commentary: A Comprehensive Guide for Modern Readers The Matthew
Henry Whole Bible Commentary stands as one of the most enduring and respected biblical commentaries in
Christian history. First published in the early 18th century by the renowned English theologian and preacher
Matthew Henry, this commentary has been a vital resource for pastors, scholars, students, and everyday
believers seeking a deeper understanding of Scripture. Its timeless insights, accessible language, and thorough
exegesis have made it a cornerstone in biblical study for centuries. In this article, we will explore the origins,
structure, significance, and practical applications of the Matthew Henry Whole Bible Commentary. Whether
you're a seasoned theologian or a curious newcomer, understanding the richness and utility of this commentary
can greatly enhance your reading and interpretation of the Bible.

Origins and History of the Matthew Henry Whole Bible
Commentary

Who Was Matthew Henry?
Matthew Henry (1662–1714) was an influential English Presbyterian minister and author renowned for his
exhaustive biblical commentaries. Born in Chester, England, Henry dedicated much of his life to preaching,
writing, and biblical scholarship. His writings reflect a devout, practical, and accessible approach to Scripture,
emphasizing application and spiritual growth.

Development of the Commentary
Henry’s commentary was initially conceived as a series of lectures and sermons. Over time, these sermons were
compiled, edited, and expanded, culminating in the publication of the complete Commentary on the Whole Bible
in 1706. The work was published in multiple editions, with subsequent updates and revisions enhancing its
clarity and comprehensiveness.

Historical Significance
The Matthew Henry Whole Bible Commentary gained immediate popularity due to its clear explanations,
spiritual insights, and practical applications. It became a staple in Protestant households, seminaries, and
churches. Its influence extended beyond England, finding a wide readership across the English-speaking world.

Structure and Content of the Matthew Henry Whole
Bible Commentary

Division of the Commentary
The commentary is organized into the following parts: - Old Testament: Covering Genesis through Malachi - New
Testament: Covering Matthew through Revelation Each book is divided into sections or chapters, with detailed
explanations, historical context, and theological insights.



Features of the Commentary
- Verse-by-Verse Analysis: Henry’s detailed examination of each verse provides clarity and depth. - Practical
Application: Emphasizes how biblical teachings apply to daily life. - Historical Context: Offers background
information on biblical events, customs, and characters. - Theological Reflection: Highlights doctrinal themes
and spiritual lessons.

Key Elements of Henry’s Methodology
1. Literal Interpretation: Henry advocates an understanding of Scripture grounded in the plain meaning of the
text. 2. Use of Cross-References: Frequent references to other parts of Scripture to illuminate meaning. 3. Focus
on Christ: Recognizes Christ as the central figure in Old Testament prophecy and New Testament fulfillment. 4.
Practical Devotion: Encourages readers to see Scripture as a guide for personal spiritual growth.

Why the Matthew Henry Whole Bible Commentary
Remains Relevant Today

Timeless Wisdom and Practical Insights
Henry’s commentary transcends its era by offering insights that remain applicable to modern life. His emphasis
on personal piety, moral integrity, and spiritual discipline resonates with contemporary believers seeking to
deepen their faith.

Accessibility and Clarity
Unlike some scholarly commentaries that can be dense and technical, Henry’s writing is approachable. His use
of plain language and relatable illustrations makes complex theological concepts understandable for lay
readers.

Comprehensive Coverage
Covering every book of the Bible, the commentary provides a holistic resource for biblical study. It’s suitable for
devotional reading, sermon preparation, and academic research.

Devotional and Meditative Quality
Henry’s reflections often include poetic and meditative elements that encourage personal reflection and prayer.

Enduring Influence
Many modern commentaries build upon or reference Henry’s insights, attesting to its lasting impact on biblical
scholarship and Christian living.

How to Use the Matthew Henry Whole Bible
Commentary Effectively
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For Personal Study
- Read the scripture passage first. - Consult the commentary for clarification, historical context, and application.
- Reflect on how the insights can be applied in daily life.

For Sermon Preparation
- Use Henry’s explanations to enrich sermon content. - Draw upon his doctrinal insights to develop theological
themes. - Incorporate practical applications to engage congregations.

For Group Bible Studies
- Use Henry’s commentary as a discussion guide. - Compare interpretations and insights. - Encourage
participants to reflect on the spiritual lessons.

Tips for Maximizing Benefits
- Combine Henry’s commentary with other study tools for a balanced view. - Focus on sections relevant to your
spiritual journey or teaching needs. - Pray for understanding and application of the Scripture and commentary
insights.

The Modern Availability of the Matthew Henry Whole
Bible Commentary

Digital and Print Editions
Today, the Matthew Henry Whole Bible Commentary is accessible in various formats: - Printed Volumes:
Classic multi-volume sets available through bookstores. - Online Platforms: Many websites host free or paid
versions, such as Blue Letter Bible, Bible Gateway, and Christian classics repositories. - Mobile Apps: Several
Bible study apps incorporate Henry’s commentary for easy access.

Advantages of Digital Access
- Search functionality for quick reference. - Cross-referencing with other resources. - Easy integration into daily
study routines.

Choosing the Right Edition
When selecting a version of Henry’s commentary, consider: - Completeness: Full commentary versus selected
volumes. - Translation Quality: Modern translations for easier reading. - Additional Features: Notes, historical
background, or devotional content.

Conclusion: The Enduring Value of Matthew Henry’s
Biblical Wisdom
The Matthew Henry Whole Bible Commentary remains a vital resource for anyone seeking a deeper, more
meaningful understanding of Scripture. Its combination of doctrinal clarity, practical application, historical
insight, and devotional tone ensures its relevance across generations. Whether used for personal edification,



sermon preparation, or academic research, Henry’s work continues to illuminate the pathways of biblical truth.
As believers strive to live out their faith authentically, engaging with Henry’s commentary can inspire spiritual
growth, enhance biblical literacy, and foster a closer relationship with God. In an age of rapid information and
diverse interpretations, Henry’s timeless wisdom serves as a steady guide, reminding us of the profound truths
found within the pages of the Bible. References & Resources for Further Study - Matthew Henry’s Commentary
on the Whole Bible (print editions available through Christian bookstores) - Online platforms such as Blue Letter
Bible, Bible Gateway, and Christian Classics Ethereal Library - Mobile apps integrating Henry’s commentary for
on-the-go study Keywords: Matthew Henry Whole Bible Commentary, biblical commentaries, Bible study
resources, Christian theology, biblical exposition, devotional reading, Scripture interpretation

Matthew Henry Whole Bible Commentary: An In-Depth Examination of Its Historical Significance, Content, and
Contemporary Relevance The Matthew Henry Whole Bible Commentary stands as one of the most enduring and
influential biblical commentaries in Christian history. Since its initial publication in the early 18th century, it has
served as a foundational resource for theologians, pastors, students, and lay readers seeking a comprehensive
understanding of Scripture. This investigative review aims to explore the origins, structure, theological
underpinnings, and ongoing relevance of Matthew Henry’s work, providing a nuanced perspective for scholars
and casual readers alike.

Historical Background and Origins of the Matthew
Henry Whole Bible Commentary

Biographical Context of Matthew Henry
Born in 1662 in Wales, Matthew Henry was a Presbyterian minister renowned for his scholarly and devotional
approach to Scripture. His commitment to biblical exegesis was rooted in a desire to make Scripture accessible
and meaningful for everyday believers. Henry’s theological outlook was deeply rooted in Calvinist principles,
emphasizing God's sovereignty, human depravity, and the importance of personal piety.

Development and Publication of the Commentary
Henry dedicated approximately 20 years of his life to composing his commentary, which was first published in
1706. The work was initially conceived as a series of sermons and expositions intended for pastoral use but
rapidly expanded into a comprehensive guide covering the entire Bible. The full set consists of six volumes,
encompassing all 66 books of the Protestant canon. The commentary was published in multiple editions during
Henry’s lifetime and posthumously, demonstrating its popularity and perceived value. Its accessible language
and devotional tone contributed to its widespread acceptance among both clergy and laypeople.

Historical Significance and Reception
At a time when biblical interpretation was often reserved for scholarly elites, Henry's commentary democratized
biblical study by combining scholarly rigor with devotional warmth. Its balanced approach—combining exegesis,
theological insight, and practical application—made it a staple in Protestant households and churches. Over the
centuries, the work has been translated into numerous languages and remains in print today, testifying to its
lasting influence. Its historical significance lies not only in its content but also in its role in shaping Protestant
devotional life and biblical interpretation.

Structure and Content of the Matthew Henry Whole
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Bible Commentary

Overall Organization and Approach
The commentary is organized into individual volumes corresponding to the biblical books. Each book’s
commentary features: - Verse-by-verse explanations: Henry provides detailed expositions of Scripture, often
exploring the original Hebrew and Greek texts. - Theological insights: Emphasis on doctrines such as salvation,
covenant, grace, and divine sovereignty. - Historical and cultural context: Incorporation of historical background
and cultural customs to aid understanding. - Practical applications: Reflection on how biblical principles apply to
daily life. Henry’s method combines expository interpretation with devotional reflection, aiming to foster both
understanding and spiritual growth.

Key Features and Highlights
- Depth and Breadth: Covering every book of the Bible, Henry’s commentary offers exhaustive insights, from
Genesis to Revelation. - Devotional Tone: The work is characterized by its warm, personal tone, often including
prayers and exhortations. - Focus on Christ: A Christ-centered hermeneutic permeates the commentary,
emphasizing messianic prophecies and New Testament fulfillment. - Moral and Ethical Emphasis: Practical
guidance for moral living and spiritual discipline.

Major Thematic Sections
- Pentateuch (Genesis–Deuteronomy): Creation, covenant, and law. - Historical Books (Joshua–Esther): Israel’s
history, divine providence, and leadership. - Poetry and Wisdom (Job–Song of Solomon): Suffering, wisdom, and
divine love. - Prophets (Isaiah–Malachi): Judgment, redemption, and messianic prophecy. - Gospels and Acts:
Life of Christ, salvation, and the early church. - Epistles and Revelation: Doctrine, eschatology, and Christian
living.

Theological Foundations and Interpretative Principles

Calvinist Roots and Doctrinal Emphases
Henry’s commentary reflects a Calvinist theological framework, emphasizing: - Sovereignty of God in creation,
salvation, and history. - Total depravity of humanity and the necessity of divine grace. - The centrality of Christ
as the fulfillment of Scripture. - The importance of faith and obedience. While some modern readers may find
these perspectives conservative, they represent a coherent theological system that has deeply influenced
Protestant thought.

Hermeneutical Approach
Henry’s interpretative method involves: - Literal interpretation: Emphasis on the plain meaning of the text. -
Typological reading: Viewing Old Testament events and figures as foreshadows of Christ. - Contextual
understanding: Acknowledging historical and linguistic background. - Application focus: Linking Scripture to
personal and communal spiritual growth. Henry’s approach balances scholarly exegesis with devotional
reflection, making his work accessible yet profound.

Strengths and Limitations
Strengths: - Comprehensive and detailed exegesis. - Devotional and practical orientation. - Clear theological
perspective rooted in Reformed tradition. - Use of original languages and historical context. Limitations: - The



theological lens may not align with all denominational perspectives. - Some interpretative choices reflect 18th-
century assumptions that may require modern contextualization. - The language, while accessible for its time,
can seem dated.

Contemporary Relevance and Usage of the Matthew
Henry Whole Bible Commentary

Enduring Popularity and Influence
Despite its age, the Matthew Henry Commentary remains a trusted resource for several reasons: - Its devotional
tone helps believers meditate on Scripture deeply. - It provides theological insights that complement
contemporary study Bibles. - Many pastors and teachers incorporate Henry’s reflections into sermons and
lessons. The commentary’s influence extends beyond individual study; it has shaped evangelical and Reformed
teaching worldwide.

Modern Editions and Digital Accessibility
Today, the commentary is available in various formats: - Printed volumes: Updated editions with modern
language and annotations. - Digital platforms: Online databases, apps, and websites offering searchable texts. -
Audio formats: Some publishers produce audio versions for listening during daily routines. These adaptations
have increased accessibility, making Henry’s work relevant for modern audiences.

Critiques and Contemporary Discussions
While celebrated, the commentary faces some critiques: - Its theological perspective may be seen as narrow or
dated by some modern scholars. - Certain interpretative choices reflect the cultural and linguistic context of the
18th century. - Some modern readers prefer commentaries with more critical or historical-critical approaches.
Nonetheless, many see it as a devotional classic rather than an academic treatise, emphasizing spiritual
edification over scholarly critique.

Use in Education and Personal Devotion
The Matthew Henry Commentary continues to serve as: - A foundational resource in biblical studies for
seminaries and Bible colleges. - A daily devotional companion for believers seeking to meditate on Scripture. - A
reference work for pastors preparing sermons and teachings. Its enduring presence underscores its significance
in Christian devotional and academic contexts.

Conclusion: The Legacy and Future of the Matthew
Henry Whole Bible Commentary
The Matthew Henry Whole Bible Commentary remains a landmark work in biblical literature. Its combination of
expository rigor, theological depth, and devotional warmth has cemented its place in Christian history. While it
reflects a specific theological tradition and historical context, its insights continue to inspire and inform readers
seeking a richer understanding of Scripture. As biblical scholarship evolves and diverse interpretative paradigms
emerge, Henry’s commentary offers a window into 18th-century Protestant piety and hermeneutics. For those
interested in the history of biblical interpretation, it provides invaluable lessons about the integration of faith,
study, and devotion. In the future, the commentary’s relevance will likely persist, especially as a tool for
spiritual reflection and theological grounding. Its legacy exemplifies how a work rooted in personal faith and
scholarly diligence can transcend centuries, continuing to illuminate the Scriptures for generations to come. In
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summary, the Matthew Henry Whole Bible Commentary is more than a mere reference work; it is a devotional
companion, a theological guide, and a historical artifact that encapsulates a comprehensive approach to
Scripture. Its enduring influence and adaptability affirm its status as a cornerstone of Christian biblical
commentary.

Questions & Answers About matthew henry whole bible
commentary

No Question Answer

1 What is the Matthew Henry Whole
Bible Commentary?

The Matthew Henry Whole Bible Commentary is a
comprehensive biblical commentary written by the 17th-century
theologian Matthew Henry, providing detailed explanations and
insights on every book of the Bible.

2 Why is the Matthew Henry
Commentary popular among modern
Christians?

It is valued for its clear, accessible language, deep theological
insights, and practical applications, making it a trusted resource
for personal study, sermon preparation, and teaching.

3 Where can I access the Matthew
Henry Whole Bible Commentary
online for free?

Many websites, such as BibleHub and Blue Letter Bible, offer free
access to the Matthew Henry Commentary, allowing users to
read or search through the entire commentary digitally.

4 How is the Matthew Henry
Commentary different from other
biblical commentaries?

Matthew Henry's commentary is known for its devotional tone,
thoroughness, and focus on practical application, often
emphasizing moral lessons and spiritual insights alongside
theological explanations.

5 Is the Matthew Henry Commentary
suitable for new Christians or
beginners?

Yes, its clear language and comprehensive explanations make it
accessible for new believers, though some theological concepts
may benefit from additional study or guidance.

6 What are some common criticisms or
limitations of the Matthew Henry
Whole Bible Commentary?

Some critics note that it reflects the theological perspectives of
its time, which may include outdated or culturally specific views,
and it may lack the critical scholarly analysis found in more
recent commentaries.

7 Can I use the Matthew Henry
Commentary for sermon preparation
or teaching?

Absolutely; many pastors and teachers use it as a resource for
sermon outlines, lesson planning, and gaining deeper insights
into biblical texts, thanks to its thorough and devotional
approach.

Matthew Henry, Bible commentary, biblical analysis, scripture study, biblical exegesis, Christian commentary,
biblical references, Bible study tools, religious commentary, theological insights
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