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Bengali Alphabets With English Translation

Bengali Alphabets with English Translation: An In-Depth Guide to
Bengali Script and Phonetics

The Bengali language, spoken by over 230 million people primarily in Bangladesh and the Indian states of West Bengal,
Tripura, and Assam, boasts a rich linguistic heritage. Its script, known as the Bengali alphabet or Bengali script, is an
integral part of its cultural identity and literary tradition. For learners and enthusiasts, understanding the Bengali alphabets
with their English translations is essential to mastering pronunciation, reading, and writing in Bengali. This comprehensive
guide aims to introduce the Bengali script, its structure, pronunciation, and provide accurate English equivalents to
facilitate learners at all levels.

Introduction to Bengali Alphabet

The Bengali alphabet is an abugida, meaning each character represents a consonant with an inherent vowel sound that
can be changed or muted with diacritics. The script is derived from the Brahmic scripts of ancient India, with
modifications unique to Bengali. It consists of vowels, consonants, and various compound characters, making it a
versatile and expressive writing system.

Vowels in Bengali (Swaras)

Understanding Bengali Vowels with Their English Equivalents
Vowels form the foundation of Bengali pronunciation. They are written as independent characters when beginning a
syllable and as diacritics when combined with consonants. Below is a list of Bengali vowels with their English translations
and pronunciation guidance:

অ (ô) – A as in "America"1.
আ (a) – A as in "Father"2.
ই (i) – I as in "India"3.
ঈ (ī) – Ee as in "See"4.
উ (u) – U as in "Put"5.
ঊ (ū) – Oo as in "Food"6.
Edit (ঋ) (ri) – No direct English equivalent; similar to 'ri' in "river"7.
এ (e) – E as in "Bed"8.
ঐ (oi) – Oi as in "Boy"9.
ও (o) – O as in "Open"10.
ঔ (ou) – Ou as in "House"11.

Vowels with Diacritics and Usage
Vowels in Bengali can be combined with consonants using diacritics, which modify the consonant sound. For example:

ক (ka) – consonant 'k' with inherent vowel 'a'1.
িক (ki) – 'k' + diacritic for 'i'2.



কু (ku) – 'k' + diacritic for 'u'3.

Consonants in Bengali (Byanjan)

List of Bengali Consonants with English Translations
The Bengali consonant set is extensive, with 36 basic consonants. Here's a detailed list with their English equivalents and
pronunciation tips:

ক (kô) – K as in "Kite"1.
খ (khô) – Kh as in "Khan" (aspirated 'k')2.
গ (gô) – G as in "Go"3.
ঘ (ghô) – Gh as in "Ghost" (aspirated 'g')4.
ঙ (ng) – Ng as in "Sing"5.
চ (chô) – Ch as in "Chair"6.
ছ (chhô) – Chh as in "Chhavi" (aspirated 'ch')7.
জ (jô) – J as in "Jump"8.
ঝ (jhô) – Jh as in "Jhar" (aspirated 'j')9.
ঞ (ñ) – Ny as in "Canyon"10.
ট (ṭô) – Retroflex 't' as in "Tuck"11.
ঠ (ṭhô) – Aspirated retroflex 't'12.
ড (ḍô) – Retroflex 'd'13.
ঢ (ḍhô) – Aspirated retroflex 'd'14.
ণ (ṇ) – Retroflex nasal 'n'15.
ত (tô) – Dental 't' as in "Tap"16.
থ (thô) – Aspirated dental 't'17.
দ (dô) – Dental 'd'18.
ধ (dhô) – Aspirated dental 'd'19.
ন (nô) – N as in "Nose"20.
প (pô) – P as in "Pen"21.
ফ (phô) – Ph as in "Phone"22.
ব (bô) – B as in "Ball"23.
ভ (bho) – Bhv as in "Bhavana" (aspirated 'b')24.
ম (mô) – M as in "Mother"25.
য (jô) – J as in "Jump" (used in some contexts)26.
র (rô) – R as in "Red"27.
ল (lô) – L as in "Love"28.
শ (shô) – Sh as in "Shirt"29.
ষ (ṣô) – Retroflex 'sh'30.
স (sô) – S as in "Sun"31.
হ (hô) – H as in "Hat"32.
ড় (ṛô) – Retroflex 'r'33.
ঢ় (ṛhô) – Aspirated retroflex 'r'34.
য় (yô) – Y as in "Yes"35.
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Compound and Conjunct Characters

Bengali script includes conjunct consonants formed by combining two or more consonants without intervening vowels.
These ligatures are often written as a single character or a combined form, making the script visually rich and complex.
Examples include:

ক্ষ (kṣa) – combination of ক (ka) +  (kṣa)1.
ত্র (tra) – ত (ta) + র (ra)2.
জ্ঞ (gya) – জ (ja) + ঞ (ña)3.

Pronunciation Guide and Tips for Learners

To effectively learn Bengali alphabets with their English translations, it is essential to focus on pronunciation. Here are
some tips:

Listen to native speakers and mimic their pronunciation.1.
Practice writing each letter and its pronunciation regularly.2.
Understand the use of diacritics to change vowel sounds.3.
Memorize common conjunct characters and ligatures.4.
Use language learning apps or online resources for interactive practice.5.

Importance of Bengali Script in Cultural and Literary Heritage

Bengali Alphabets with English Translation: An In-Depth Exploration of Script, Structure, and Cultural
Significance Language is a gateway to understanding a culture’s history, philosophy, and identity. Bengali, one of South
Asia’s most spoken languages, boasts a rich literary tradition and a unique script that has evolved over centuries. Its
alphabet system not only facilitates communication but also preserves the linguistic heritage of Bengal and its diaspora.
This article offers a comprehensive analysis of the Bengali alphabets, translating their components into English to foster a
deeper appreciation for this intricate script.

Introduction to the Bengali Script

The Bengali script, known locally as “Bangla Lipi,” is an abugida—a type of writing system where each character
primarily represents a consonant with an inherent vowel sound, which can be modified or suppressed with diacritics. Its
origins trace back to ancient Brahmi script, evolving through the Gupta and Siddha scripts and influenced by the
Kharosthi and Pallava scripts. The script’s development reflects the region’s cultural and political history, from ancient
kingdoms to modern nation-states. In its contemporary form, Bengali script is used predominantly in West Bengal (India),
Bangladesh, and among the Bengali diaspora worldwide. It is characterized by its rounded shapes, distinctive headstroke
(called “matra”), and a complex system of vowels and consonants that combine to express a rich linguistic tapestry.

Structure of the Bengali Alphabet

The Bengali alphabet comprises 11 vowels (swaras) and 39 consonants (byanjan). Additionally, there are various
diacritics, conjunct consonants, and modifiers that expand the script’s expressive capacity.



Vowel Letters (Swaras)
Vowels are fundamental to Bengali pronunciation and are represented by independent characters when they appear at
the beginning of a word or syllable. When used within words, vowels are often expressed as diacritical marks attached to
consonants. List of Bengali vowels with English equivalents: | Bengali Letter | Pronunciation | English Approximation |
Description | ||||| | অ | /ɔ/ | "o" as in "cot" | The inherent vowel in consonants; called "Aw" or "O" | | আ | /aː/ | "a" as in "father"
| Long "a" sound | | ই | /i/ | "i" as in "sit" | Short "i" sound | | ঈ | /iː/ | "ee" as in "see" | Long "i" sound | | উ | /u/ | "u" as in "put" |
Short "u" sound | | ঊ | /uː/ | "oo" as in "food" | Long "u" sound | | ঋ | /ri/ or /ɹi/ | "ri" as in "river" | Vocalic "ri" sound | | এ | /e/ |
"e" as in "bed" | Long "e" sound | | ঐ | /oi/̯ | "oi" as in "oil" | Diphthong | | ও | /o/ | "o" as in "go" | Long "o" sound | | ঔ | /ou̯/ |
"ou" as in "cloud" | Diphthong | Note: The pronunciation symbols follow the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) for
accuracy.

Consonant Letters (Byanjan)
The Bengali consonants form the core of the script, each representing a specific sound. They are often combined with
vowel diacritics to form syllables. List of Bengali consonants with English approximations: | Bengali Letter | Pronunciation
| English Approximation | Notes | ||||| | ক | /k/ | "k" as in "kite" | Voiceless velar plosive | | খ | /kʰ/ | "kh" as in "khaki" |
Aspirated version of ক | | গ | /g/ | "g" as in "go" | Voiced velar plosive | | ঘ | /gʱ/ | "gh" as in "ghost" | Aspirated voiced | | ঙ |
/ŋ/ | "ng" as in "sing" | Velar nasal | | চ | /tʃ/ | "ch" as in "chess" | Voiceless postalveolar affricate | | ছ | /tʃʰ/ | "chh" as in
"chhot" | Aspirated | | জ | /dʒ/ | "j" as in "judge" | Voiced postalveolar affricate | | ঝ | /dʒʱ/ | "jh" as in "jhar" | Aspirated voiced
| | ঞ | /ɲ/ | "ny" as in "canyon" | Palatal nasal | | ট | /ʈ/ | "ṭ" as in "tuck" | Retroflex plosive | | ঠ | /ʈʰ/ | "ṭh" as in "tirth" | Aspirated
retroflex | | ড | /ɖ/ | "ḍ" as in "dare" | Retroflex voiced | | ঢ | /ɖʱ/ | "ḍh" as in "dhobi" | Aspirated retroflex | | ণ | /ɳ/ | "n" as in
"nurse" | Retroflex nasal | | ত | /t/̪ | "t" as in "top" | Dental plosive | | থ | /t ̪h / | "th" as in "thumb" | Aspirated dental | | দ | /d̪/ | "d"
as in "dog" | Dental voiced | | ধ | /d̪ʱ/ | "dh" as in "dhobi" | Aspirated dental | | ন | /n/ | "n" as in "net" | Dental nasal | | প | /p/ |
"p" as in "pen" | Bilabial plosive | | ফ | /pʰ/ | "ph" as in "photo" | Aspirated bilabial | | ব | /b/ | "b" as in "boy" | Voiced bilabial | |
ভ | /bʱ/ | "bh" as in "bhairav" | Aspirated voiced | | ম | /m/ | "m" as in "mother" | Bilabial nasal | | য | /j/ | "j" as in "yes" | Palatal
approximant | | র | /r/ | "r" as in "red" | Alveolar trill or tap | | ল | /l/ | "l" as in "love" | Alveolar lateral approximant | | শ | /ʃ/ | "sh"
as in "ship" | Postalveolar fricative | | ষ | /ʂ/ | "sh" as in "shush" | Retroflex fricative | | স | /s/ | "s" as in "sun" | Alveolar
fricative | | হ | /h/ | "h" as in "hat" | Glottal fricative | | ড ়| /ɽ/ | "ṛ" as in "rural" | Retroflex flap | | ঢ ়| /ɽʱ/ | "ṛh" | Aspirated retroflex
flap | | ৎ | /t/ | Used as a conjunct | Combined with other consonants | Note: The list above includes primary consonants;
Bengali also employs conjunct consonants (ligatures) to express complex sounds.

Vowel Diacritics and Conjuncts: The Building Blocks

Bengali script is highly combinatorial. Vowels, when not at the beginning of a word, are represented as diacritical marks
(called “kar” or “matra”) attached to consonants, modifying their inherent vowel or suppressing it altogether. Common
vowel diacritics: - অ (no diacritic): inherent "a" sound - ◌া (অা): adds long "a" (আ) - ি◌ (িঅ): adds short "i" (ই) - ◌ী (ঈ): adds
long "ee" (ঈ) - ◌ু (উ): adds short "u" (উ) - ◌ূ (ঊ): adds long "oo" (ঊ) - ◌ (এ): modifies to "e" (এ) - ◌ (ঐ): modifies to "oi" (ঐ) -
◌া (ও): modifies to "

Questions & Answers About bengali alphabets with english
translation

No Question Answer
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1 What are the Bengali alphabets and
how are they different from English
alphabets?

The Bengali alphabets consist of 12 vowels and 36 consonants,
written in a script that is different from the Latin alphabet used in
English. Bengali script is an abugida, where consonant-vowel
combinations are written as a single unit, whereas English uses an
alphabet with separate letters for vowels and consonants.

2 How can I learn Bengali alphabets with
their English pronunciation?

You can start by memorizing the Bengali vowels and consonants
along with their English transliterations, practice writing them, and
listen to audio pronunciations. Many online resources and apps
provide phonetic guides to help learners associate Bengali alphabets
with their English sounds.

3 Why is it important to learn Bengali
alphabets for language learners?

Learning Bengali alphabets is essential because it allows you to read
and write in Bengali, understand pronunciation accurately, and grasp
the nuances of the language's script, which is fundamental for
effective communication and literacy.

4 Are there any tips for beginners to
memorize Bengali alphabets quickly?

Yes, beginners can use mnemonic devices, practice writing regularly,
listen to Bengali words and phrases, and use flashcards. Associating
each alphabet with familiar English sounds or words can also speed
up memorization.

5 Can you provide the Bengali alphabet
with English translations for each letter?

Certainly! For example, the Bengali vowels include অ (a), আ (ā), ই (i), ঈ
(ī), উ (u), ঊ (ū), ঋ (ri), এ (e), ঐ (oi), ও (o), ঔ (ou). The consonants
include ক (k), খ (kh), গ (g), ঘ (gh), চ (ch), ছ (chh), জ (j), ঝ (jh), ট (ṭ), ঠ (ṭh),
ড (ḍ), ঢ (ḍh), ত (t), থ (th), দ (d), ধ (dh), ন (n), and so on.

Bengali alphabet, Bengali letters, Bengali script, Bengali pronunciation, Bengali vowels, Bengali consonants, Bengali
alphabet chart, Bengali language, Bengali transliteration, Bengali alphabet guide
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