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Goblin Market Poem

goblin market poem is a captivating and richly symbolic work by Christina Rossetti that has fascinated readers
and scholars alike since its publication in 1862. This narrative poem combines elements of folklore, morality, and
Victorian societal norms, making it a profound piece for literary analysis and cultural understanding. Its vivid
imagery, allegorical themes, and lyrical style have cemented its place as a significant work in English poetry. In this
comprehensive article, we will explore the origins, themes, symbolism, and critical interpretations of the goblin
market poem, providing insights into its enduring relevance.

Introduction to the Goblin Market Poem

The goblin market poem is a narrative poem that tells the story of two sisters, Laura and Lizzie, and their encounters
with goblin merchants who sell enchanted fruit. The poem is set in a fantastical world where goblins, with their
alluring and often sinister offerings, symbolize temptation and desire. Christina Rossetti's lyrical craftsmanship and
her use of vivid imagery make the poem both enchanting and cautionary. Background and Context - Authorship:
Christina Rossetti, a prominent Victorian poet known for her devotional and romantic poetry. - Publication: First
published in 1862, part of Rossetti's collection "Goblin Market and Other Poems." - Literary Context: Reflects
Victorian concerns with morality, sexuality, and societal expectations, using allegory to explore complex themes.

Plot Summary of the Goblin Market Poem

The poem narrates the story of two sisters, Laura and Lizzie, who encounter goblin merchants in a fantastical
market. The goblins sell exotic fruits that are irresistibly tempting, especially to Laura, who succumbs to their allure.
She secretly consumes the fruit, which leads to her physical and spiritual decline. Lizzie, however, refuses to partake
and shows compassion by braving the goblin market to save her sister. Key Events 1. The Temptation: Laura hears
the goblin market's alluring calls and succumbs to temptation, buying and eating the forbidden fruit. 2. Laura's
Decline: After her indulgence, Laura falls into a state of weakness and despair. 3. Lizzie's Courage: Lizzie confronts
the goblins and refuses to eat their fruit but offers herself in exchange for some of the fruit to save her sister. 4.
Rescue and Redemption: Lizzie endures the goblins' abuse and returns home, her pure act of sacrifice restoring
Laura's health and innocence.

Themes and Symbolism in the Goblin Market Poem

The poem is layered with themes and symbols that invite multiple interpretations. Here, we explore the most
prominent.

Temptation and Desire

The goblin fruit symbolizes temptation, often linked to indulgence, sexuality, and material desire. Laura's initial
succumbing to the goblins reflects human weakness and the allure of forbidden pleasures. - The goblin merchants'



enticing calls represent societal or internal temptations. - The fruit’s exotic qualities symbolize desire that can lead to
moral or physical downfall.

Sacrifice and Salvation

Lizzie's act of bravery, resisting temptation and risking harm to save her sister, embodies self-sacrifice and love. -
Her willingness to face the goblins highlights themes of loyalty and moral integrity. - The act of sharing with Laura
signifies the importance of compassion and redemption.

Victorian Morality and Social Norms

The poem subtly comments on Victorian attitudes towards sexuality, morality, and gender roles. - Laura's indulgence
might symbolize the dangers of female sexuality, often feared during the Victorian era. - Lizzie's purity and sacrifice
align with Victorian ideals of virtue and chastity.

Nature and the Supernatural

The fantastical elements, including the goblin market, connect to folklore and myth, emphasizing nature's mysterious
and sometimes dangerous aspects. - The market functions as a liminal space between innocence and corruption. -
The vivid imagery of fruits and goblins creates a mythic landscape rooted in folklore traditions.

Literary Devices and Style

Christina Rossetti employs various literary techniques to enhance the poem's themes and aesthetic appeal.

Imagery

- Vivid descriptions of fruits, goblins, and the market create sensory-rich scenes. - Use of color, taste, and sound
heightens the allure and danger of the goblin market.

Symbolism

- Fruits symbolize temptation and the consequences of indulgence. - The goblins represent external and internal
forces of temptation.

Rhyme and Rhythm

- The poem is written in a lyrical, ballad-like form with simple, memorable rhyme schemes. - The rhythmic flow
enhances its musical quality, making it suitable for oral recitation.

Allegory

- The entire narrative functions as an allegory for moral struggles, sexuality, and redemption.
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Critical Interpretations of the Goblin Market Poem

Throughout history, scholars have offered diverse interpretations of Rossetti's work.

Feminist Perspectives

- The poem has been read as a commentary on female sexuality, purity, and societal expectations. - Lizzie embodies
virtuous womanhood, resisting temptation for the sake of love and morality.

Religious and Morality-Based Interpretations

- Some view the poem as a Christian allegory of temptation, sin, and salvation. - Lizzie’s sacrifice resembles Christ-
like selflessness, offering redemption.

Folk and Mythological Readings

- The goblin market draws from folklore traditions, emphasizing the mystical and dangerous aspects of desire. - The
market acts as a liminal space where societal norms are challenged.

Modern Relevance and Adaptations

The goblin market poem continues to resonate in contemporary culture. - Its themes of temptation, sacrifice, and
morality are universal. - The poem has inspired adaptations in theater, visual arts, and modern poetry. - Its
allegorical richness makes it a popular subject for scholarly analysis and feminist reinterpretations.

Conclusion

The goblin market poem by Christina Rossetti remains a compelling and multi-layered work that explores human
nature, morality, and societal norms through vivid imagery and allegory. Its enduring appeal lies in its ability to speak
to universal themes—desire, temptation, love, and redemption—while offering rich material for interpretation.
Whether viewed as a moral caution, a feminist allegory, or a mythic tale, the goblin market poem continues to
enchant and challenge readers, securing its place in the canon of English literature.

Further Reading and Resources

- "Christina Rossetti: A Critical Study" by William Michael Rossetti - "Victorian Poetry: An Introduction" by G. M. H.
Reaney - Online anthologies featuring the full text of Goblin Market - Scholarly articles exploring feminist and
religious interpretations of the poem By delving into the goblin market poem, readers gain insight into Victorian
society's complexities and the timeless human struggles with temptation and morality. Its lyrical beauty and symbolic
depth ensure its relevance for generations to come.

Goblin Market Poem: An In-Depth Literary Analysis The Goblin Market poem, penned by Christina Rossetti in 1859,
stands as one of the most captivating and richly layered works of Victorian-era poetry. Its enduring appeal lies in its



vivid imagery, complex symbolism, and thematic depth, making it a quintessential piece for literary enthusiasts and
scholars alike. This poem weaves a fantastical narrative involving goblin merchants, tempting fruits, and themes of
temptation, sacrifice, and redemption, all while exploring societal norms and moral dilemmas of its time. In this
comprehensive review, we will delve into the poem’s background, themes, stylistic features, critical interpretations,
and its place within literary history.

Background and Context of Goblin Market

Christina Rossetti wrote Goblin Market during a period of rich literary activity and social change in Victorian England.
Originally conceived as a narrative poem, it was first published in 1862 as part of Rossetti’s collection Goblin Market
and Other Poems. The poem’s inspiration is believed to stem from a mixture of fairy-tale motifs, folk legends, and
personal reflections. It is often seen as a moral allegory, reflecting Victorian values related to purity, temptation, and
the dangers faced by women. Rossetti’s own life, including her religious convictions and experiences as a woman
navigating societal expectations, heavily influenced the poem’s themes. The Victorian era’s preoccupations with
morality, gender roles, and social propriety are woven into the narrative, making it both a fairy tale and a
commentary on contemporary issues.

Plot Summary and Narrative Structure

Goblin Market narrates the story of two sisters, Laura and Lizzie, who encounter goblin merchants offering
enchanted fruits. Laura, tempted by the lush, alluring fruits sold by the goblins, succumbs and indulges in consuming
the forbidden fruit. Her indulgence leads to physical and emotional decline, symbolizing the peril of succumbing to
temptation. Lizzie, aware of the dangers, bravely confronts the goblin market to rescue her sister. She endures the
goblins’ jeers and offers herself in exchange for the fruits, ultimately resisting their temptations. The narrative is
structured through lyrical and rhythmic verses, with vivid imagery and repetitive refrains that emphasize the
musicality and oral storytelling tradition. The story culminates in Lizzie’s sacrificial act, which restores Laura’s health,
symbolizing redemption and the power of love and sacrifice.

Themes Explored in Goblin Market

Temptation and Desire

At its core, the poem explores the seductive nature of temptation. The goblin fruits symbolize forbidden
pleasures—be they physical, emotional, or moral—that lure individuals away from virtue. Laura’s initial fascination
and subsequent downfall exemplify the peril of yielding to temptation, especially when societal pressures emphasize
female chastity and purity. Features: - Vivid descriptions of the fruits’ allure, emphasizing their sensory appeal. -
Repetition of phrases like “Come buy, come buy,” intensifying the temptation. - Symbolism of the fruits as
representations of temptation’s seductive power.

Redemption and Sacrifice

Lizzie’s courageous act of resisting the goblins and sacrificing herself to save her sister underscores themes of
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redemption through love and sacrifice. Her resilience restores Laura’s health, illustrating that moral strength and self-
sacrifice can triumph over evil. Features: - The depiction of Lizzie’s suffering as a form of moral heroism. - The
restorative power of love, as seen in Laura’s recovery. - The poem’s ending, which suggests hope and moral
redemption.

Feminine Virtue and Society

The poem subtly comments on Victorian ideals of femininity, purity, and societal expectations for women. Laura’s
downfall is associated with her curiosity and susceptibility, while Lizzie embodies virtue, strength, and moral
resilience. Features: - The emphasis on sisterly love and moral duty. - The contrast between Laura’s temptation and
Lizzie’s steadfastness. - The allegorical reading of the goblin market as a critique of societal constraints.

Nature and the Supernatural

Rossetti employs lush natural imagery and supernatural elements to create a fairy-tale atmosphere. The goblin
merchants and their enchanted fruits evoke a world where the boundaries between reality and fantasy blur,
heightening the poem’s symbolic richness. Features: - Use of vivid natural descriptions—berries, fruits, and flowers.
- Supernatural elements like goblin merchants and their magical wares. - The poetic tone blending realism with
fantasy.

Stylistic Features and Literary Devices

Goblin Market is renowned for its distinctive stylistic features, which contribute to its lyrical quality and symbolic
depth.

Language and Diction

Rossetti’s choice of language balances simplicity with poetic richness. The repetitive phrases and musical rhythms
enhance memorability and oral appeal, reminiscent of traditional ballads. Highlights: - Use of alliteration and
assonance, e.g., “Come buy, come buy,” to create musical effects. - Vivid, sensory descriptions that evoke strong
imagery. - Contrasts between innocence and temptation.

Rhythm and Rhyme

The poem employs a flexible yet consistent rhyme scheme, often using quatrains with ABCB patterns, contributing to
its sing-song quality. Features: - Repetition of refrains to emphasize key themes. - Rhythmic variation to evoke mood
shifts—from temptation to moral resolve.

Imagery and Symbolism

The poem is rich with symbolic imagery—fruits, goblin faces, and natural motifs—that deepen its allegorical
meaning. Examples: - Fruits representing forbidden desires. - Goblin faces symbolizing evil or temptation. - The act
of Lizzie’s resistance as a symbol of moral strength.



Structural Devices

The poem’s structure alternates between narrative storytelling and lyrical interludes, enhancing its oral storytelling
tradition and emotional impact. Features: - Use of refrain and repetition to reinforce central motifs. - Juxtaposition of
contrasting scenes to underscore moral dilemmas.

Critical Interpretations and Themes

Goblin Market has inspired numerous critical analyses, focusing on its moral, feminist, and psychoanalytic
dimensions.

Feminist Perspectives

Many scholars interpret the poem as an exploration of female agency, sexuality, and societal expectations. Lizzie’s
strength and moral resilience are celebrated as embodying female empowerment, challenging Victorian stereotypes
of female fragility. Pros: - Highlights sisterhood and female solidarity. - Offers a nuanced view of female desire and
morality. Cons: - Some critics argue the poem still upholds traditional gender roles.

Psychoanalytic Readings

Freudian and Jungian critics have examined the poem’s symbolism of temptation, repression, and desire. The fruits
are seen as representations of repressed sexuality or moral conflicts.

Religious and Moral Allegories

Rossetti’s Christian convictions influence the poem’s themes of sin, repentance, and redemption. Lizzie’s sacrificial
act parallels religious narratives of salvation.

Literary Significance and Influence

Goblin Market is considered a pioneering work of Victorian poetry, blending fairy-tale motifs with social critique. Its
influence extends to modern fantasy literature, feminist theory, and psychological criticism.

Pros and Cons of Goblin Market

Pros: - Rich symbolism and allegory providing multiple layers of interpretation. - Lyrical, musical language that
appeals to both oral and written traditions. - Strong moral themes emphasizing love, sacrifice, and resilience. -
Feminist and social critique embedded within the narrative. - Enduring relevance and adaptability to various
interpretive frameworks. Cons: - Some readers may find the dense symbolism and allegory complex or opaque. -
The Victorian moral framework may feel outdated to modern audiences. - The poem’s tone and themes might be
perceived as moralizing or didactic. - Its fairy-tale setting could be seen as fantastical or disconnected from real-
world issues.
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Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Goblin Market

Goblin Market remains a landmark in Victorian poetry and a testament to Christina Rossetti’s poetic ingenuity. Its
combination of lyrical beauty, symbolic richness, and moral complexity continues to captivate readers and scholars.
The poem’s exploration of temptation, virtue, and sisterhood resonates across generations, making it a timeless
piece that invites ongoing interpretation and appreciation. Whether viewed as a moral parable, feminist allegory, or
fantastical fairy tale, Goblin Market endures as a compelling reflection on human desires, societal constraints, and
the redemptive power of love and sacrifice. Its influence persists in contemporary discussions of gender, morality,
and literature, securing its place as a vital work in the canon of English poetry.

Questions & Answers About goblin market poem

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of Christina
Rossetti's poem 'Goblin Market'?

The poem explores themes of temptation, sacrifice, and
redemption, highlighting the dangers of succumbing to temptation
and the possibility of salvation through love and self-denial.

2 How does 'Goblin Market' reflect
Victorian societal attitudes towards
women?

The poem depicts women as vulnerable to temptation and moral
peril but also capable of strength and redemption, reflecting
Victorian concerns about morality, purity, and the roles of women in
society.

3 What is the significance of the goblin
men and their market in the poem?

The goblin men symbolize temptation and material greed, offering
alluring but dangerous fruits that can lead to moral and physical
decline if not resisted.

4 How does 'Goblin Market' incorporate
elements of fairy tale and allegory?

The poem uses fantastical elements like goblins and enchanted
fruit to create an allegorical narrative about temptation, virtue, and
redemption, blending fairy tale motifs with moral lessons.

5 What is the role of Laura and Lizzie in
the poem's moral message?

Laura succumbs to temptation and suffers, while Lizzie remains
steadfast and ultimately saves her sister, illustrating themes of
sisterly loyalty, sacrifice, and moral resilience.

6 Why is 'Goblin Market' considered a
feminist poem?

The poem highlights female solidarity, strength, and moral agency,
challenging Victorian stereotypes by portraying women as active
agents capable of resisting temptation and supporting one another.

goblin market, Christina Rossetti, Victorian poetry, fairy tale, symbolism, temptation, morality, folklore, fantasy
literature, Victorian era
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