Longman Dictionary Of Contemporary
English 6th Edition

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition is one of the most comprehensive
and authoritative resources for learners and users of English worldwide. Renowned for its clarity,
accuracy, and user-friendly design, this edition of the Longman Dictionary offers invaluable insights
into contemporary English vocabulary, pronunciation, and usage. Whether you're a student, a
teacher, or a professional looking to enhance your language skills, the 6th edition stands out as a
trusted reference that combines modern linguistic data with intuitive features.

Overview of the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th Edition

The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (LDOCE) 6th edition is an updated and expanded
version of one of the most popular English dictionaries. It is specifically tailored to reflect the
language as it is used in real life, focusing on contemporary vocabulary, idioms, and expressions.
This edition incorporates the latest lexicographical research, ensuring that users are equipped with
current and accurate language data. Key Features of LDOCE 6th Edition - Clear Definitions: Each
entry provides concise, easy-to-understand definitions suitable for learners at different levels. -
Corpus-Based Data: The dictionary is based on the Longman Corpus Network, ensuring that
definitions reflect real-world usage. - Frequency Information: Words are ranked by their
commonality in everyday language, helping users prioritize learning. - Pronunciation Guides: Clear
phonetic transcriptions and audio pronunciations for most entries. - Thesaurus and Collocations:
Enhanced sections to help users learn natural word combinations and synonyms. - lllustrations and
Examples: Real-life example sentences and illustrative images that clarify meanings.

Why Choose the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th Edition?

Choosing the right dictionary can significantly impact language learning efficiency and
comprehension. The 6th edition of LDOCE offers several advantages:
1. Designed for Learners and Non-Native Speakers

Unlike traditional dictionaries that cater to advanced or academic users, LDOCE 6th edition is
tailored for learners, providing simplified definitions without sacrificing accuracy. It bridges the gap
between complex language and understandable explanations.
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2. Up-to-Date Vocabulary

Language evolves rapidly, especially in the age of technology and social media. This edition
incorporates new words and expressions that have emerged in recent years, making it a vital
resource for understanding contemporary language.

3. User-Friendly Layout

The dictionary features a clean, organized layout with color-coded entries, making navigation
effortless. The design helps users quickly find information and grasp meanings.

4. Digital Compatibility

The 6th edition is available in print and digital formats, including online platforms and mobile apps,
allowing users to access the dictionary anywhere, anytime.

In-Depth Features of Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th Edition

Corpus-Based Approach

One of the standout features of the LDOCE 6th edition is its foundation on extensive corpus data.
The Longman Corpus Network compiles millions of words from authentic sources such as
newspapers, magazines, TV subtitles, and online content. This extensive data collection ensures
that definitions and usage notes are reflective of actual language use.

Frequency-Based Word Lists

The dictionary ranks words according to their frequency in everyday English. The most common
words are highlighted, making it easier for learners to focus on vocabulary that has the greatest
practical use.

Clear and Concise Definitions

Definitions are written in simple language, often accompanied by example sentences that clarify
context and usage. This approach helps learners understand nuances and avoid common
misunderstandings.

Pronunciation and Audio Features

Each entry includes phonetic transcriptions in both British and American English. Many entries
come with audio pronunciations, accessible via digital platforms, to help users develop accurate
pronunciation skills.



Collocations and Word Partnerships

Understanding how words naturally combine is crucial for fluent speech and writing. The dictionary
emphasizes collocations, providing typical word combinations that native speakers use, enhancing
natural language production.

Illustrations and Usage Notes

Visual aids and detailed usage notes further enrich the learning experience, providing clarity and
context for complex or abstract words.

How to Use the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th Edition Effectively

To maximize the benefits of the LDOCE 6th edition, consider the following tips: 1. Focus on High-
Frequency Words: Prioritize learning words that appear frequently in spoken and written language.
2. Utilize Audio Pronunciations: Listen to the correct pronunciation to improve speaking skills. 3.
Explore Collocations: Pay attention to common word partnerships to sound more natural. 4. Use
Example Sentences: Study sample sentences to understand context and usage. 5. Leverage Digital
Resources: Access online platforms for quick searches, audio, and additional language activities. 6.
Regular Practice: Incorporate new vocabulary into your speaking and writing to reinforce learning.

Comparison with Other Dictionaries

While there are many English dictionaries available, the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th edition remains distinguished by: - Its focus on contemporary language and real-world
usage. - Its learner-friendly approach. - Its integration of corpus data for accurate and current
information. - Its extensive digital support and resources. Compared to traditional academic
dictionaries like the Oxford English Dictionary, LDOCE emphasizes practicality and usability for
learners, making it ideal for classroom settings, self-study, and professional use.

Where to Purchase or Access the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th Edition

The 6th edition of LDOCE is available through various channels: - Official Longman Website:
Purchase print or digital copies directly. - Online Retailers: Platforms like Amazon, Barnes & Noble,
and others offer new and used copies. - Educational Institutions: Many schools and universities
provide access through their libraries or online portals. - Mobile Apps: Download the official
Longman Dictionary app for on-the-go learning. - Libraries: Check local and university libraries for
physical copies or electronic access.
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Conclusion

The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition is a vital resource for anyone serious
about mastering modern English. Its combination of corpus-based data, learner-focused definitions,
pronunciation guides, collocations, and digital support makes it one of the most valuable tools in
language learning and teaching. Whether you're aiming to improve your vocabulary, enhance your
speaking skills, or understand contemporary usage, the 6th edition of LDOCE offers
comprehensive, reliable, and accessible information that can support your language journey for
years to come. Keywords for SEO Optimization: Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th
edition, LDOCE 6th edition, contemporary English dictionary, learner's dictionary, English
vocabulary, pronunciation guide, collocations, language learning resources, modern English
definitions, digital dictionary, English language reference

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition: A Comprehensive Review In an age
where language evolves rapidly, having a reliable and up-to-date dictionary is essential for
students, educators, writers, and language enthusiasts alike. The Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th Edition (LDOCE 6) stands out as a prominent resource, renowned for its
meticulous approach to contemporary usage, learner-friendly design, and comprehensive lexical
coverage. This article delves into the features, strengths, and unique qualities of LDOCE 6,
providing an in-depth review from an expert perspective.

Introduction to the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th Edition

The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English has a long-standing reputation as one of the
most user-centric and authoritative learner dictionaries. Now in its sixth edition, LDOCE continues
this tradition, combining linguistic precision with accessibility. Originally designed for learners of
English, the dictionary has expanded its scope to cater to a broader audience, including native
speakers, teachers, and advanced students. The 6th edition, released in 2017, encapsulates
decades of lexicographical expertise, technological integration, and pedagogical innovation. It aims
to reflect the dynamic nature of modern English, capturing new words, idioms, and usage trends
with remarkable accuracy.

Designh and User Experience

Layout and Visual Clarity

One of the standout features of LDOCE 6 is its thoughtful layout. The dictionary boasts a clean,
uncluttered interface that enhances readability and ease of navigation. Key aspects include: - Clear
Headwords and Headings: Each entry begins with the word in bold, followed by pronunciation, part
of speech, and grammatical information. - Color-Coded Labels: Usage labels such as 'formal,’



'informal,’ 'spoken,' and 'written' are color-coded for quick recognition. - Concise Definitions:
Definitions are succinct yet comprehensive, avoiding unnecessary complexity for learners. -
Examples and Collocations: Usage examples are plentiful and context-rich, helping users
understand real-world applications.

Digital Integration and Accessibility

In addition to the print edition, LDOCE 6 is available as an online and app-based resource,
integrating modern technological features: - Search Functionality: Fast, intuitive search options,
including voice search. - Audio Pronunciations: Native speaker recordings aid in mastering
pronunciation. - Personalized Wordlists: Users can create and save custom lists for study or
reference. - Regular Updates: Digital versions benefit from frequent updates, ensuring that new
words and usage trends are incorporated promptly. This seamless digital experience makes LDOCE
6 a versatile tool for on-the-go learners and professionals.

Lexical Content and Coverage

Scope of Vocabulary

LDOCE 6 offers a comprehensive lexicon, featuring around 230,000 words, meanings, and phrases.
Its focus on contemporary English means that it emphasizes: - Modern Usage: Words commonly
used in today's global contexts. - Slang and Informal Language: Recognizes colloquialisms and
idiomatic expressions. - Academic and Technical Terms: Suitable for higher education and
professional contexts. - International Variants: Covers British, American, and other English
varieties, noting regional differences.

Frequency and Priority

A hallmark of LDOCE 6 is its emphasis on the most frequently used words in English. The dictionary
employs a 'core vocabulary' approach, ensuring learners can quickly access essential words. It
ranks words based on their ubiquity, facilitating effective vocabulary building.

Definitions and Explanations

Clarity and Precision

Unlike traditional dictionaries that sometimes favor archaic or overly complex explanations, LDOCE
6 prioritizes clarity. Definitions are written in plain, accessible language, making it suitable for
learners and non-native speakers. For example: > "run (v): to move quickly on foot, faster than
walking." This straightforward approach helps users grasp meanings rapidly, reducing confusion.
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Multiple Senses and Disambiguation

Many words have multiple meanings, and LDOCE 6 excels at differentiating these with precise
numbering and contextual examples. For instance: > bark (n): the sound a dog makes > bark (v):
the outer covering of a tree > > Context helps determine the correct sense. This detailed
treatment aids comprehension and correct usage.

Examples, Collocations, and Usage Tips

Real-World Examples

Every dictionary entry is supplemented with example sentences drawn from authentic sources.
These examples serve multiple purposes: - Demonstrate typical usage - Clarify grammatical
patterns - lllustrate idiomatic expressions For example, for the word "decision": > "She made the
decision to study abroad."

Collocations and Phrases

Understanding common collocations is vital for fluent language use. LDOCE 6 provides collocation
boxes, highlighting typical word partnerships, such as: - Make a decision - Take action - Strong
possibility This feature enhances learners' ability to produce natural, idiomatic language.

Usage Tips and Notes

LDOCE 6 includes helpful usage notes that address common errors, stylistic considerations, and
regional variations. These notes often appear as icons or sidebars, offering valuable insights, for
example: - When to use formal vs. informal language - Differences between similar words - Tips on
pronunciation and grammatical nuances

Special Features and Innovative Content

Frequency and Academic Word Lists

The dictionary integrates curated lists of high-frequency words, aiding learners in prioritizing
vocabulary. It also features an academic word list, supporting students preparing for exams or
academic writing.

Thesaurus and Synonyms

While primarily a dictionary, LDOCE 6 offers a built-in thesaurus feature, presenting synonyms and
antonyms to enrich vocabulary and improve expressive capacity.



Language Notes and Cultural Insights

Additional content includes cultural notes, idiomatic expressions, and language tips, providing
context beyond mere definitions.

Target Audience and Use Cases

Language Learners

Designed with learners in mind, the dictionary’s simple language, extensive examples, and
collocations make it an ideal tool for building vocabulary and understanding usage.

Teachers and Educators

The detailed entries, usage notes, and pronunciation guides support classroom instruction and
curriculum development.

Writers and Professionals

For those needing quick, accurate definitions and contextual information, LDOCE 6 is a dependable
reference.

Researchers and Linguists

The extensive lexical coverage and frequency-based data make it a valuable resource for linguistic
research.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths

- Up-to-date vocabulary reflecting contemporary usage - Clear, learner-friendly definitions - Rich
contextual examples and collocations - Excellent digital integration and multimedia support -
Comprehensive coverage across registers and varieties

Limitations

- Slightly higher price point compared to some learner dictionaries - Some advanced users may
seek more detailed etymological information - Digital features require internet access or app
installation Despite these minor limitations, LDOCE 6 remains a top-tier reference for most users.
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Conclusion: Is the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th Edition Worth It?

In summary, the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition is a model of modern
lexicography tailored for a diverse array of users. Its combination of clarity, breadth, and
technological innovation makes it a standout choice for learners and professionals alike. Whether

used as a primary reference or a supplementary resource, LDOCE 6 equips users with the tools

needed to navigate the complexities of contemporary English confidently. For language learners

aiming to expand their vocabulary, understand idiomatic expressions, and access reliable
pronunciation guide, LDOCE 6 is an investment that pays dividends. Its thoughtful design,
extensive content, and digital features ensure that it remains relevant in an ever-changing
linguistic landscape. In conclusion, the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition
exemplifies a perfect blend of usability and scholarly rigor, making it an indispensable resource in

the toolkit of anyone serious about mastering English today.

Questions & Answers About longman dictionary of

contemporary english 6th edition

No

Question

Answer

1

What are the main features of
the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th
Edition?

The 6th Edition offers clear definitions, example
sentences, pronunciation guides, and usage notes
designed to help learners understand and use English
accurately and confidently.

'Longman Defining Vocabulary'
in this edition?

2 How does the Longman The 6th Edition includes updated vocabulary, new
Dictionary of Contemporary example sentences reflecting current language use,
English 6th Edition differ from enhanced digital integration, and improved user interface
previous editions? for easier navigation.

3 Is the Longman Dictionary of Yes, it is specifically designed for learners of English,
Contemporary English 6th providing simple definitions, phonetic transcriptions, and
Edition suitable for ESL learners? | contextual examples to aid understanding.

4 Does the Longman Dictionary of | Yes, it offers access to online features such as audio
Contemporary English 6th pronunciations, extra exercises, and a digital version for
Edition include online or digital convenient learning on various devices.
resources?

5 Can the Longman Dictionary of | Absolutely, it includes academic vocabulary, usage tips,
Contemporary English 6th and example sentences that are useful for students and
Edition help with academic professionals aiming to improve their formal writing.
writing?

6 What is the significance of the The 'Longman Defining Vocabulary' is a controlled list of

words used in the dictionary's definitions, ensuring clarity
and simplicity for learners at different levels.




7 Are there any supplementary
materials available for the
Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th
Edition?

Yes, supplementary materials include online quizzes,
pronunciation practice tools, and teaching resources
available through Longman's digital platforms.

8 How user-friendly is the layout
of the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th
Edition?

The dictionary features a clean, organized layout with
clear headings, color-coded parts of speech, and easy-to-
navigate entries to enhance user experience.

Longman, dictionary, contemporary English, 6th edition, lexicon, vocabulary, reference, language,

lexicography, learners
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