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Once Upon A Broken Heart By
Stephanie Garber

Once Upon a Broken Heart by Stephanie Garber: An Enchanting Tale of Love, Loss, and Revenge Stephanie
Garber's Once Upon a Broken Heart is a captivating fantasy novel that weaves a spellbinding story of love,
heartbreak, and daring magic. As the first book in a new series, it invites readers into a richly imagined world
filled with intrigue, complex characters, and unexpected twists. This article explores the novel's plot, themes,
characters, and why it has become a must-read for fans of fantasy and romance alike.

Overview of Once Upon a Broken Heart

Introduction to the Story
Once Upon a Broken Heart opens with a young girl named Evangeline Fox, who is navigating a world where love
and heartbreak are intertwined with powerful magic. The story is set in a fantastical kingdom where fate, curses,
and enchantments dictate the lives of its inhabitants. Evangeline’s life takes a dramatic turn when she makes a
desperate wish to the mysterious and dangerous Prince of Hearts, Jacks, to save her love from an impending
tragedy. The novel then unfolds as a tale of daring schemes, unanticipated alliances, and the pursuit of true love
against all odds. Garber’s storytelling combines lush descriptions, sharp dialogue, and a compelling narrative
voice that immerses readers from start to finish.

Why It’s a Must-Read
- Combines romance and fantasy seamlessly - Features complex, relatable characters - Contains unexpected plot
twists that keep readers engaged - Explores themes of love, sacrifice, and destiny - Written with lyrical prose and
vivid world-building

Plot Summary

The Beginning: A Heartbroken Girl's Wish
Evangeline Fox is a young woman desperate to save her love, Gabriel, from an impending tragedy. In her
desperation, she makes a wish to the mysterious Prince of Hearts, Jacks, who is known for granting wishes—but at
a steep price. Her wish sets off a chain of events that throws her into a world of magic, danger, and deception.

The Deal with the Prince of Hearts
Jacks is not a typical prince; he is a powerful, enigmatic figure whose motives are shrouded in secrecy. He agrees
to help Evangeline with her wish, but only if she agrees to become entangled in his own dangerous game. Their
alliance is fraught with tension, as both characters harbor secrets and hidden agendas.



Unraveling Secrets and Facing Challenges
Throughout the novel, Evangeline must navigate her feelings for Gabriel, who remains unaware of her secret deal
with Jacks. Meanwhile, Jacks reveals glimpses of a tragic past and complex motivations that challenge
Evangeline’s perceptions of good and evil. The story is peppered with moments of suspense, as Evangeline
encounters various obstacles, including jealous rivals, treacherous court politics, and her own doubts about trust
and loyalty.

The Climax: Sacrifice and Revelation
As the story reaches its climax, Evangeline must make difficult choices that will determine her fate and that of
those she loves. The revelations about Jacks’ true intentions and the cost of magic lead to a heart-wrenching
conclusion, setting the stage for future installments.

Major Themes in Once Upon a Broken Heart

Love and Heartbreak
The novel explores the transformative power of love, as well as the pain of loss. Evangeline’s journey is driven by
her desire to protect her loved ones, revealing how love can be both a source of strength and vulnerability.

Magic and Power
Magic in Garber’s world is a double-edged sword—capable of great good or terrible harm. The novel examines
how characters wield power, the consequences of their choices, and the allure of magical promises.

The Complexity of Morality
Characters in the story are morally complex, often blurring the lines between good and evil. Jacks, for instance, is
not a villain in the traditional sense but a multifaceted figure whose actions challenge readers’ perceptions.

Fate and Free Will
The novel questions whether characters are bound by their destinies or can forge their own paths. Evangeline’s
choices demonstrate the importance of agency, even in a world governed by magic and fate.

Character Profiles

Evangeline Fox
- A brave, determined young woman - Driven by her love for Gabriel and her desire to change her fate - Faces
internal struggles with trust and morality

Prince Jacks
- The mysterious Prince of Hearts - Enigmatic, powerful, and morally ambiguous - Has a tragic past that influences
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his actions

Gabriel
- Evangeline’s love interest - Innocent and compassionate - Unaware of the magic deal affecting his future

Supporting Characters
- Seraphina: Evangeline’s loyal friend - The Queen of Hearts: A commanding and cunning ruler - Rivals and
schemers who add tension and complexity

Writing Style and Literary Devices
Stephanie Garber’s writing in Once Upon a Broken Heart is characterized by lyrical, evocative prose that paints
vivid imagery of the fantastical world. Her use of: - Rich descriptions to bring the setting to life - Poetic language
that enhances the fairy-tale atmosphere - Foreshadowing to build suspense and hint at future revelations -
Multiple points of view to deepen character development These elements combine to create an immersive reading
experience, appealing to fans of lush fantasy worlds and intricate storytelling.

Reception and Critique
Since its release, Once Upon a Broken Heart has garnered positive reviews from critics and readers alike. Many
praise Garber’s ability to craft a compelling, emotionally charged story with intricate plotting and memorable
characters. Some common points of praise include: - The novel’s inventive take on classic fairy-tale themes - The
engaging writing style - The depth of character development However, some readers mention that the complex
plot and multiple characters can be challenging to follow at times, especially for those new to Garber’s work.

Why Fans of Stephanie Garber Will Love It
Stephanie Garber’s previous works, such as the Caraval series, have established her as a master of magical
realism and romantic fantasy. Fans of her signature style will find: - Similar atmospheric storytelling - Enchanting
worlds filled with secrets - Strong, relatable protagonists - Romantic tension intertwined with high-stakes
adventure Once Upon a Broken Heart continues this legacy, offering a fresh yet familiar experience for Garber’s
dedicated readership.

Conclusion: A Fairy-Tale Reimagined
Stephanie Garber’s Once Upon a Broken Heart is a mesmerizing journey into a world where love, magic, and
destiny collide. Its richly crafted characters, lyrical prose, and compelling plot make it a standout addition to
contemporary fantasy literature. Whether you are a longtime fan of Garber’s work or new to her storytelling, this
novel promises a captivating read that will linger in your mind long after the last page. If you love fairy-tale
retellings, magical worlds, and stories about the power of love and sacrifice, then Once Upon a Broken Heart is a
must-read. Dive into this enchanting tale and discover what secrets lie beneath its beautifully broken surface.

Once Upon a Broken Heart by Stephanie Garber: A Captivating Tale of Love, Deception, and Magic Stephanie
Garber’s Once Upon a Broken Heart is an enchanting debut that has quickly captivated readers and critics alike.
Combining elements of fairy tale romance, high-stakes intrigue, and lush world-building, Garber crafts a story that



is both familiar and fresh. As a compelling addition to her repertoire following the celebrated Caraval series, this
novel establishes Garber as a master storyteller capable of weaving intricate plots with emotionally resonant
characters. In this review, we’ll explore the novel’s core themes, narrative structure, characters, and overall
appeal, providing a comprehensive analysis that will help both newcomers and longtime fans appreciate its depth
and craftsmanship.

Overview of the Novel
Once Upon a Broken Heart is a standalone fantasy novel that centers around Evangeline Fox, a young woman
caught in a web of love, revenge, and magic. The story opens with Evangeline's desperate attempt to win back her
true love, Luc, who has been promised to another. When her hopes are dashed, she encounters the enigmatic and
cunning prince of Hearts, Jacks, who offers her a dangerous bargain: to break her curse and reunite with Luc, but
only at a steep cost. The novel unfolds in a richly imagined world where magic pulses beneath the surface of
everyday life, and the line between good and evil is often blurred. Garber’s lyrical prose, combined with a fast-
paced plot filled with twists and turns, keeps readers thoroughly engaged from start to finish.

Thematic Depth and Literary Elements

Love and Revenge as Dual Forces
Garber explores the complex interplay between love and revenge, illustrating how they often intertwine and
influence characters’ choices. Evangeline’s longing to reunite with Luc drives her actions, but her pursuit of love
becomes entangled with darker motives, including a desire for vengeance against those who have wronged her.
This duality adds emotional depth, prompting readers to consider the costs of their pursuits and the moral
ambiguity that accompanies them.

Magic and Fate
Magic in Garber’s universe is a powerful force that shapes destinies and influences outcomes. The novel features
various magical elements, such as curses, enchanted artifacts, and mystical beings, each woven seamlessly into
the narrative. The theme of fate is pervasive, with characters questioning whether they are masters of their own
destinies or pawns of a larger, unseen force. Garber’s handling of these themes fosters a sense of wonder and
suspense, keeping readers guessing about what is predestined and what can be changed.

Deception and Trust
A hallmark of Garber’s storytelling is her adept portrayal of deception—both literal and emotional. Characters
often hide their true intentions, and alliances shift unexpectedly. Trust becomes a fragile commodity, and the
novel’s tension often hinges on revelations that challenge perceptions and loyalties. This exploration of trust and
betrayal adds layers of complexity and keeps the narrative unpredictable.

Character Analysis

Evangeline Fox
At the heart of the story is Evangeline, a protagonist whose vulnerability and resilience make her relatable and
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compelling. She begins as a naïve young woman, driven by love but gradually evolves into a character who must
confront harsh truths and make difficult decisions. Her growth throughout the novel is nuanced, marked by
moments of doubt, courage, and self-discovery. Garber’s portrayal of Evangeline emphasizes her agency, even
amidst the chaos and deception around her. Key Traits: - Compassionate and empathetic - Determined and
resourceful - Vulnerable yet resilient

Jacks, the Prince of Hearts
Jacks is a charismatic and mysterious figure whose charm masks a complex moral landscape. He operates in
shades of gray, often blurring the line between antagonist and ally. His motives are layered, and his interactions
with Evangeline are charged with tension and intrigue. Garber’s depiction of Jacks challenges traditional notions
of villainy, inviting readers to consider his perspective and the reasons behind his actions. Key Traits: - Clever and
witty - Enigmatic and unpredictable - Possesses a hidden depth and vulnerability

Supporting Characters
The novel also features a cast of secondary characters who enrich the story: - Luc: Evangeline’s true love, whose
absence sparks much of the plot’s motivation. - Marcel: A mysterious figure with his own agenda, adding layers of
mistrust. - Violet: A loyal friend who provides emotional support and comic relief. These characters serve to
deepen the narrative, highlighting themes of loyalty, sacrifice, and moral ambiguity.

World-Building and Setting
Garber’s world is a fantastical landscape inspired by fairy tales and myth. She employs vivid descriptions to create
immersive settings that range from bustling royal courts to shadowy enchanted forests. The attention to detail in
the world-building enhances the novel’s atmosphere, making it feel alive and tangible. Notable Settings: - The
Court of Hearts: A realm where love and magic intertwine, governed by rules both enchanting and dangerous. -
The Enchanted Forest: A mysterious, treacherous landscape filled with secrets and magical creatures. - The City
of Stars: A vibrant urban environment that contrasts with the mystical elements, grounding the story in relatable
reality. Garber’s seamless integration of these settings helps to establish mood and tone, supporting the
narrative’s emotional beats.

Writing Style and Pacing
Garber’s prose is lyrical yet accessible, striking a balance that appeals to both young adult and adult audiences.
Her descriptive language evokes vivid imagery, heightening the sense of wonder and suspense. The novel’s pacing
is brisk, with chapters ending on compelling hooks that propel the story forward. Garber skillfully balances
moments of introspection with high-stakes action, maintaining engagement throughout. Strengths of her writing
include: - Evocative descriptions that create immersive worlds - Sharp dialogue that reveals character personality
and motives - Effective use of cliffhangers and plot twists

Audience Reception and Critical Response
Since its release, Once Upon a Broken Heart has garnered praise for its inventive plot and compelling characters.
Fans of fairy tales and fantasy have celebrated Garber’s ability to craft a story that feels both timeless and
original. Critics have lauded her lyrical writing style and the novel’s emotional depth, noting that it offers a fresh
take on familiar tropes. Some points of critique include: - The complexity of the plot, which may require attentive



reading - Certain character archetypes that might seem familiar to genre enthusiasts Overall, the novel’s
reception has been overwhelmingly positive, establishing Garber as a noteworthy voice in contemporary fantasy.

Conclusion: A Must-Read for Fantasy Enthusiasts
In conclusion, Stephanie Garber’s Once Upon a Broken Heart is a masterful blend of fairy tale magic, romantic
intrigue, and moral complexity. Its richly detailed world, multidimensional characters, and poetic prose make it a
standout novel in the young adult fantasy genre. Whether you’re a fan of Garber’s previous works or new to her
storytelling, this book offers a captivating journey that explores the power of love, the dangers of deception, and
the possibility of redemption. Recommended for: - Readers who enjoy lush world-building and lyrical writing -
Fans of fairy tales with darker, more intricate plots - Those seeking a story with emotional depth and compelling
characters Once Upon a Broken Heart is more than just a fairy tale reimagined; it’s an exploration of the choices
that define us and the magic that lies within us all. Garber’s debut proves her to be a storyteller of rare talent, and
this novel is a testament to her ability to enchant and enthrall her audience. It’s a must-have addition to any
fantasy lover’s collection and a story that will linger in the mind long after the final page.

Questions & Answers About once upon a broken heart by
stephanie garber

No Question Answer

1 What is the main plot of 'Once Upon a
Broken Heart' by Stephanie Garber?

The novel follows Evangeline Fox, who makes a dangerous
bargain with the Prince of Hearts to win back her true love,
navigating a world of magic, deception, and treacherous alliances.

2 Who are the main characters in 'Once
Upon a Broken Heart'?

The key characters include Evangeline Fox, the protagonist; the
charming and mysterious Prince of Hearts; and other magical
beings and rivals that she encounters throughout her journey.

3 Is 'Once Upon a Broken Heart' part of
a series?

Yes, it is the first book in Stephanie Garber's 'Once Upon a Broken
Heart' series, with upcoming installments continuing Evangeline's
story.

4 What are the major themes explored
in the novel?

Themes include love and betrayal, sacrifice, the power of hope,
and the consequences of making dangerous deals with magic and
morality.

5 How has 'Once Upon a Broken Heart'
been received by readers and critics?

The book has received positive reviews for its enchanting
storytelling, complex characters, and lush world-building, making
it popular among fans of fantasy and fairy-tale retellings.

6 Are there any upcoming releases or
related books to look forward to after
'Once Upon a Broken Heart'?

Yes, Stephanie Garber has announced sequels to 'Once Upon a
Broken Heart,' so fans can look forward to further installments
expanding the story and characters.

Stephanie Garber, Once Upon a Broken Heart, fairy tale retelling, fantasy novel, romantic fantasy, Caraval series,
love and betrayal, enchanting romance, magical world, young adult fantasy, fairy tale romance
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