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They Say I Say By Gerald Graff And Cathy
Birkenstein

they say i say by gerald graff and cathy birkenstein is a highly influential book in the field of academic writing and
communication. First published in 2006, this book has revolutionized how students, educators, and writers approach the art of
crafting compelling arguments and engaging in meaningful dialogue within their writing. By emphasizing the importance of
understanding and referencing others’ perspectives, Graff and Birkenstein offer practical strategies to help writers succeed in
academic and professional environments. This comprehensive guide explores the core concepts of "They Say / I Say," its
significance in modern writing, and how readers can apply its principles to enhance their communication skills.

Overview of "They Say / I Say"

Authors and Background
Gerald Graff, a prominent scholar in education and literary studies, and Cathy Birkenstein, a skilled writing instructor,
collaborated to create a resource that simplifies the process of academic writing. Their combined expertise resulted in a book
that demystifies the often intimidating task of constructing persuasive arguments and participating in academic conversations.

Purpose and Audience
The primary goal of "They Say / I Say" is to teach writers how to effectively incorporate others’ ideas into their own writing,
thereby creating a dialogue rather than a monologue. The book is designed for students at all levels—from high school to
graduate studies—and for anyone seeking to improve their argumentative and analytical writing skills.



Core Concepts and Framework of "They Say / I Say"

The Significance of "They Say"
In the context of academic writing, "They Say" refers to the existing ideas, opinions, or debates that a writer engages with.
Recognizing and understanding "They Say" is essential because: - It situates your argument within a broader conversation. - It
demonstrates awareness of relevant debates. - It provides a foundation upon which your perspective can build.

The Power of "I Say"
"I Say" represents the writer’s own response, interpretation, or position regarding the "They Say" ideas. Effective writing
balances acknowledgment of others’ perspectives with original insight, which: - Shows critical thinking. - Contributes new ideas
to ongoing conversations. - Clarifies the writer’s stance.

The "They Say / I Say" Template and Its Role
The authors introduce specific sentence templates to help writers frame their arguments clearly and persuasively. These
templates serve as scaffolding to integrate "They Say" into your writing and respond with "I Say." Examples include: - "Many
people believe that..., but I argue that..." - "While some may say..., I contend that..." - "According to..., my perspective is..."

Key Strategies from "They Say / I Say"

Using Templates to Frame Arguments
Templates act as linguistic tools to help writers: - Engage with existing ideas smoothly. - Clarify their own position. - Maintain a
respectful tone when referencing others.
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Developing "Listening" Skills in Writing
The book emphasizes the importance of attentive reading and understanding: - Paraphrasing others’ ideas accurately. -
Summarizing debates effectively. - Responding thoughtfully.

Creating a "Conversation" in Writing
The metaphor of academic writing as a conversation underscores the importance of: - Listening to others. - Responding with
clarity. - Contributing meaningfully to ongoing debates.

Common Writing Moves Promoted by the Book
The authors outline several essential moves that writers should make: 1. Summarizing "They Say" — capturing the main
arguments. 2. Quoting or paraphrasing accurately. 3. Introducing your "I Say" — your response or stance. 4. Connecting "They
Say" and "I Say" seamlessly.

Benefits of Applying "They Say / I Say" in Academic Writing

Enhances Critical Thinking
By engaging with existing ideas, writers develop their analytical skills, learning to evaluate different perspectives critically.

Improves Clarity and Precision
Using established templates and frameworks helps writers communicate their ideas more clearly and effectively.



Builds Persuasive Arguments
Balancing "They Say" with "I Say" creates compelling, well-supported arguments that resonate with readers.

Facilitates Better Reading and Listening Skills
The emphasis on understanding others' ideas encourages active engagement with texts and conversations.

How to Implement "They Say / I Say" in Your Writing

Step-by-Step Guide
1. Identify the "They Say": Read critically and determine what others are arguing. 2. Summarize or Quote: Use paraphrasing or
direct quotes to present these ideas. 3. Introduce Your "I Say": Respond with your perspective, supported by evidence. 4. Use
Templates: Employ provided sentence starters to structure your responses. 5. Connect Ideas: Show how your position relates to
existing debates.

Practical Tips
- Always attribute ideas clearly. - Be respectful when challenging others. - Use varied sentence structures to maintain
engagement. - Practice active reading to recognize "They Say" in texts.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Difficulty in Engaging with "They Say"
- Solution: Practice summarizing arguments in your own words.
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Struggling to Find Your "I Say"
- Solution: Reflect on your experiences and beliefs related to the topic.

Overusing Templates
- Solution: Use templates as guides, then adapt them to fit your unique voice.

Impact of "They Say / I Say" on Academic and Professional Writing

Academic Writing
The principles from "They Say / I Say" help students craft essays and research papers that are coherent, persuasive, and
engaged with scholarly debates.

Professional Communication
In professional settings, applying these strategies enhances clarity in reports, proposals, and presentations by framing ideas
within ongoing conversations.

Public Discourse
Effective argumentation skills fostered by the book enable individuals to participate thoughtfully in public debates and
discussions.

Conclusion: Why "They Say / I Say" Remains Essential

"They Say / I Say" by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein continues to be a cornerstone resource for developing effective



communication skills. Its emphasis on engaging with others’ ideas, structuring arguments clearly, and fostering critical thinking
makes it invaluable for students, educators, and professionals alike. By mastering the strategies outlined in the book, writers can
produce more persuasive, thoughtful, and impactful work—contributing meaningfully to academic, professional, and public
conversations.

Additional Resources

- The official "They Say / I Say" website offers supplementary materials and guides. - Workshops and writing centers often
incorporate "They Say / I Say" templates into their curriculum. - Online forums and writing communities provide opportunities to
practice these strategies. Incorporating the principles of "They Say / I Say" into your writing process can transform your
approach from simply presenting information to engaging in a dynamic, persuasive dialogue. Whether for academic assignments
or professional communication, these strategies help articulate your ideas with clarity, confidence, and respect for differing
viewpoints.

They Say, I Say by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein: An Expert Review

Introduction: A Revolutionary Textbook for Academic and Creative Writing

In the landscape of writing instruction, few works have achieved the status of transforming how students and writers think about
argumentation, persuasion, and dialogue. They Say, I Say by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein stands as a seminal guide
designed to demystify the art of academic writing and foster a more engaging, conversational approach to scholarly discourse.
Since its initial publication, the book has garnered widespread acclaim, becoming a staple in classrooms worldwide, and earning
recognition as a vital resource for both novice and seasoned writers.

This comprehensive review explores the core principles, pedagogical strategies, and practical applications embedded within
They Say, I Say, presenting an expert analysis of its relevance and impact on writing education.

The Core Premise: Emphasizing Dialogue in Writing

The Power of the Template-Based Approach
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At the heart of They Say, I Say lies a simple yet profound insight: effective writing is fundamentally about engaging in a
dialogue—responding to existing ideas, framing one's own, and advancing conversations. The authors advocate for a template-
driven approach that demystifies this process, providing writers with structured, adaptable phrases to articulate their positions
and respond to others.

These templates serve as scaffolding, enabling writers to incorporate complex ideas without becoming bogged down in awkward
phrasing or convoluted syntax. They foster clarity, confidence, and a sense of participation in ongoing debates.

Breaking Down the "They Say" and "I Say" Framework

The book's central pedagogical device is the "They Say / I Say" format, which encourages writers to:

Summarize the existing conversation ("They Say"): Capturing the mainstream or dominant perspectives on a topic.1.
Position oneself ("I Say"): Introducing one's stance in relation to what others have said.2.

This approach promotes a balanced, respectful, and analytical tone, encouraging writers to acknowledge differing viewpoints
before presenting their own.

Detailed Structure and Content of the Book

The Importance of Recognizing and Summarizing Others' Views1.

They Say: A foundation of strong academic writing is accurately understanding and representing the ideas of others. Graff and
Birkenstein stress the importance of mastering the art of summarizing viewpoints fairly and succinctly.

Key Strategies:

Use precise language to avoid misrepresenting others.1.
Incorporate signal phrases like, "Some argue that..." or "The consensus appears to be..."2.
Summarize main points clearly before critiquing or expanding on them.3.

Why It Matters: Proper acknowledgment of others' perspectives not only lends credibility but also demonstrates intellectual
engagement and respect.



Developing Your "I Say" Voice1.

I Say: After engaging with existing ideas, writers need to articulate their own positions convincingly.

Strategies Include:

Clearly stating your thesis early in a paragraph.1.
Using active, assertive language.2.
Connecting your ideas to the broader conversation.3.

The Role of Voice: Cultivating a confident, authentic voice enhances persuasiveness and keeps the reader engaged.

Using Templates to Frame Arguments1.

Graff and Birkenstein provide a collection of versatile templates that can be adapted across disciplines and writing styles.
Examples include:

Introducing an Argument:1.

"The evidence suggests that..."

"Many experts agree that..."

Responding to an Opposing View:1.

"While some may argue that..., I contend that..."

"Although X claims..., I believe..."

Stating Your Position:1.

"My position is that..."

"I believe that..."

These templates serve as starting points, reducing anxiety around writing and helping students focus on content rather than
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form.

Pedagogical Innovations and Practical Applications

Engaging Students in Critical Thinking

One of the standout features of They Say, I Say is its emphasis on active learning. The authors advocate for exercises that
involve:

Paraphrasing and summarizing others' arguments.1.
Generating their own "They Say" statements.2.
Crafting "I Say" responses using templates.3.
Participating in class debates and peer review sessions.4.

This approach nurtures critical thinking by encouraging students to analyze, synthesize, and respond to multiple perspectives.

Structuring Academic Essays

The book offers a clear blueprint for constructing essays that are coherent, persuasive, and engaging:

Introduction with a "They Say": Present the current debate or perspective.1.
The "I Say": State your thesis in relation to what has been said.2.
Supporting Paragraphs: Combine evidence, analysis, and responses.3.
Counterarguments: Acknowledge and respond to opposing views.4.
Conclusion: Reiterate your position and its significance.5.

This structure helps students organize their ideas logically and develop compelling arguments.

Incorporating into Curriculum

Graff and Birkenstein's methodology lends itself well to various teaching strategies:

Workshops on framing arguments.1.
Peer review sessions focused on "They Say / I Say" exchanges.2.



Writing assignments emphasizing template use.3.
Discussion prompts that challenge students to articulate and respond to differing viewpoints.4.

Critical Analysis: Strengths and Limitations

Strengths

Accessibility: The use of templates lowers the barrier for hesitant writers.1.
Focus on Dialogue: Emphasizes the importance of engaging with existing ideas rather than merely stating opinions.2.
Practicality: Provides concrete tools that can be immediately applied.3.
Versatility: Suitable across disciplines, from humanities to sciences.4.

Limitations

Potential Over-Reliance on Templates: Critics argue that excessive use may lead to formulaic writing if not balanced with1.
authentic voice and originality.
Cultural and Disciplinary Variations: Some fields value more formal or inventive styles that may not align with template-based2.
approaches.
Development Beyond the Book: The book serves as an introductory guide; mastery requires ongoing practice and adaptation.3.

Impact on Writing Education and Broader Discourse

They Say, I Say has profoundly influenced teaching strategies, emphasizing the importance of fostering critical, engaged writers.
Its emphasis on dialogue aligns with contemporary pedagogical trends that prioritize active learning, student voice, and
rhetorical awareness.

In addition, the book's approach has extended beyond academia into areas like professional writing, journalism, and public
discourse, where framing arguments effectively is crucial.

Final Verdict: An Essential Resource for Modern Writers

They Say, I Say by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein is a groundbreaking educational tool that demystifies the process of
academic and persuasive writing. Its emphasis on dialogue, structured templates, and active engagement make it invaluable for
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students, educators, and anyone seeking to improve their argumentative skills.

While it should be complemented with efforts to develop authentic voice and originality, the book's practical strategies provide a
sturdy foundation for effective communication. Its influence continues to shape writing pedagogy, making it a must-read in the
quest for clarity, confidence, and credibility in writing.

Summary of Key Takeaways

The "They Say / I Say" framework promotes engaging, balanced arguments.1.
Templates serve as useful scaffolds but should be used thoughtfully.2.
Recognizing and responding to others' viewpoints enhances credibility.3.
Structured writing guides improve clarity and persuasiveness.4.
Critical thinking and active participation are central to the book's philosophy.5.

In conclusion, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein's They Say, I Say remains a vital resource that bridges theory and practice,
empowering writers to participate effectively in ongoing conversations across disciplines and contexts.

Questions & Answers About they say i say by gerald graff and cathy
birkenstein

No Question Answer

1 What is the main purpose of 'They Say / I
Say' by Gerald Graff and Cathy
Birkenstein?

The main purpose of 'They Say / I Say' is to teach students how to
effectively engage in academic conversations by understanding how to
incorporate and respond to others' ideas through structured templates and
strategies.

2 How does 'They Say / I Say' help students
improve their writing skills?

The book provides templates and frameworks that help students articulate
their arguments clearly, integrate sources smoothly, and develop
persuasive, well-structured essays.



3 What are some key templates introduced
in 'They Say / I Say'?

Key templates include phrases for summarizing others’ ideas ('They
say...'), introducing your own perspective ('I say...'), and responding to or
challenging others' points, which help structure academic writing.

4 Why is understanding the concept of 'they
say' important in academic writing?

Understanding 'they say' is important because it helps writers acknowledge
existing ideas, position their arguments within ongoing conversations, and
demonstrate awareness of different perspectives.

5 Can 'They Say / I Say' be useful for
students outside academic settings?

Yes, the strategies and templates can be useful for effective
communication, persuasive writing, and critical thinking in various contexts
like professional writing, debates, and everyday discussions.

6 How does 'They Say / I Say' address the
challenge of avoiding plagiarism?

The book emphasizes paraphrasing, summarizing, and citing sources
properly, along with using templates that help students integrate others'
ideas ethically and effectively into their own writing.

7 What is the significance of the 'Enter'
template introduced in 'They Say / I Say'?

The 'Enter' template helps writers smoothly introduce their own ideas into
ongoing conversations, making transitions clear and maintaining logical
flow in their arguments.

8 Has 'They Say / I Say' influenced teaching
practices in composition courses?

Yes, the book has been widely adopted in teaching composition, as it
provides practical, easy-to-implement strategies that improve students’
ability to engage critically and write persuasively.

they say, I say, Gerald Graff, Cathy Birkenstein, academic writing, rhetorical templates, argumentation, writing pedagogy,
literary analysis, persuasive writing, classroom strategies
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