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Introduction

The term "University Wits" refers to a group of talented writers and playwrights from the late 16th century
in England. They are called "wits" because they were clever, smart, and known for their skillful use of
language. The word "university" indicates that these writers were connected to the universities, mainly
Oxford and Cambridge, where they studied before becoming famous writers. This group played a very
important role in the development of English literature, especially in the field of drama and poetry. They
helped shape the early modern English stage and influenced many writers who came after them, including
William Shakespeare. In this article, we will learn who the university wits were, their contributions, and why
they are important in English literature.

Who Were the University Wits?

The university wits were a group of educated men who wrote plays, poetry, and other works during the
late 1500s. They are called "wits" because they were quick thinkers and excellent writers. Most of them
studied at Oxford or Cambridge, which are famous universities in England. They lived during a time of
great change in England, known as the Elizabethan era, when arts, literature, and drama flourished. These
writers aimed to entertain, educate, and sometimes criticize society through their works.

Key Members of the University Wits

Some of the most notable university wits include: 1. Christopher Marlowe 2. George Peele 3. Robert
Greene 4. Thomas Nashe 5. Thomas Lodge 6. John Lyly 7. Thomas Kyd 8. Sir Philip Sidney Let’s learn more
about these writers and their contributions.

Contributions of the University Wits

Development of English Drama

One of their biggest achievements was improving English drama. Before their time, plays were simple and
not very sophisticated. The university wits made plays more interesting, realistic, and engaging. They
experimented with new themes, characters, and styles. - They introduced complex characters and
dialogues. - They combined comedy and tragedy in their plays. - They used poetic language to make plays
more beautiful.
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Introduction of New Themes

The university wits explored new ideas and themes in their works, including: - Political issues - Moral
questions - Human emotions and passions - Historical events This made their works more meaningful and
thought-provoking.

Innovations in Language and Style

They used rich, poetic language in their plays and poems, making their works more artistic and expressive.
They also used new words and phrases, which later influenced other writers like William Shakespeare.

Influence on Later Writers

The university wits laid the foundation for later dramatists like Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, and Marston.
Their techniques in character development, plot construction, and poetic language helped shape English
literature.

Characteristics of the University Wits

The university wits shared some common features: - Educated and Skilled: They had studied at universities
and knew Latin and Greek, which helped them write better plays and poetry. - Innovative: They brought
new ideas and styles to English drama. - Realistic: Their characters and plots were more realistic and
relatable. - Commercially Successful: They aimed to entertain a large audience, which helped popularize
their works. - Mix of Comedy and Tragedy: They often combined humor with serious themes in their plays.

Major Works of the University Wits

Here are some notable works by the university wits: - Christopher Marlowe: Doctor Faustus, Tamburlaine,
The Jew of Malta These plays are famous for their powerful language and dramatic themes. - George Peele:
The Old Wives' Tale, The Battle of Alcazar Known for historical and mythological themes. - Robert Greene:
Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay, Groatworth of Wit A playwright and critic who wrote about the theater. -
Thomas Nashe: The Unfortunate Traveller, Pierce Penilesse Known for his wit and satire. - Thomas Lodge:
Rosalynde (which inspired Shakespeare's As You Like It) A poet and dramatist. - John Lyly: Euphues (a
prose work) and plays like Gallathea Known for his elegant language and prose style.

Importance of the University Wits in English Literature

The university wits are important because they: - Helped develop English drama into a more artistic and
sophisticated form. - Laid the groundwork for the golden age of Elizabethan literature. - Influenced the
style and themes of later dramatists, especially William Shakespeare. - Introduced new poetic and
theatrical techniques. - Made English literature more diverse and rich.



Conclusion

In simple words, the University Wits were a group of clever and educated writers from the late 1500s who
made English plays and poetry better and more interesting. They worked during a time when arts and
literature were rapidly growing in England. Their innovations in language, themes, and stagecraft changed
the course of English literature forever. Today, their works are still studied and appreciated because they
helped shape the rich tradition of English drama and poetry. Their legacy lives on in the works of many
great writers who followed them, especially William Shakespeare, who took many ideas from the university
wits and made them famous around the world. Summary: - The university wits were talented early English
writers connected with Oxford and Cambridge. - They improved English drama and poetry. - They
introduced new themes, styles, and characters. - Their works influenced many later writers. - They played
a key role in the development of English literature. Understanding the university wits helps us appreciate
the history and evolution of English literature, which continues to entertain and inspire people today.

University Wits in Easy Words in English Literature
Introduction to University Wits

In the history of English literature, the term "University Wits" refers to a group of talented writers and
playwrights who were active during the late 16th century, roughly in the 1580s and 1590s. They are called
"wits" because of their cleverness, intelligence, and skill in writing. The word "university" signifies that
most of them had connections with universities such as Oxford and Cambridge, which were centers of
learning and scholarly activity at the time.

The University Wits played a crucial role in shaping the English Renaissance theatre and literature. They
brought fresh ideas, new themes, and a more sophisticated style of writing to the stage and the literary
world. Their work laid the foundation for many famous playwrights and poets who followed, including
William Shakespeare.

Who Were the University Wits?

The University Wits were a group of around ten to twelve writers, but the core members include:

Christopher Marlowe
Robert Greene
Thomas Nashe
George Peele
Thomas Lodge

John Lyly

Thomas Kyd

George Chapman
Jack Marston

Robert Wilson
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Most of these writers had university education, which gave them a good command of classical literature,
rhetoric, and language. Their education influenced their writing style and themes.

Key Features of the University Wits’ Work
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Understanding what made the University Wits special helps us appreciate their contribution to literature.
Here are some key features:

1. Use of Classical Themes: They often drew inspiration from Greek and Roman myths, histories, and
tragedies.

2. Innovative Drama: They introduced new styles of plays, including tragedy and comedy with complex
characters and plots.

3. Use of Language: Their language was rich, poetic, and expressive, often using blank verse (unrhymed
iambic pentameter).

4. Realistic Characters: They moved away from the exaggerated characters of earlier medieval plays and
focused on more human, relatable figures.

5. Themes of Power and Politics: Their plays often dealt with themes like ambition, revenge, love, betrayal,
and political intrigue.

6. Sophistication and Style: Their writings displayed wit, cleverness, and a command over language,
making their works appealing to both intellectual and popular audiences.

Contributions of Major University Wits
Let’s explore some of the most influential figures among the University Wits and their contributions:
1. Christopher Marlowe

1. Known For: Tragedies like Doctor Faustus, Tamburlaine, and The Jew of Malta.

2. Style and Impact: Marlowe was famous for his use of blank verse and his ability to create powerful,
larger-than-life characters. His plays often explored themes of ambition, power, and the supernatural.

3. Legacy: Marlowe’s work influenced William Shakespeare and other playwrights. His bold themes and
poetic language set new standards in English drama.

1. Robert Greene

1. Known For: Plays and pamphlets, including Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay.

2. Contribution: Greene was a prolific writer and critic. He was one of the first to write about the
importance of literature and drama.

3. Style: His writing combined satire, humor, and social commentary, making his works entertaining and
insightful.

1. Thomas Nashe

1. Known For: Plays, pamphlets, and poetry.

2. Themes: Nashe was known for his witty, lively language and his satirical writing. He often criticized
social issues and the church.

3. Contribution: His works helped shape the style of Elizabethan literature with their sharp wit and humor.

1. George Peele

1. Known For: Plays like The Arraignment of Paris and The Battle of Alcazar.
2. Style: Peele’s work often combined tragedy and comedy. He was also skilled at writing poetry.
3. Legacy: His influence can be seen in the development of Elizabethan tragedy.

1. Thomas Lodge
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Known For: Plays like Rosalynde (which inspired Shakespeare’s As You Like It) and poetry.

. Contribution: Lodge’s works often explored love and adventure, blending classical themes with

contemporary ideas.

. John Lyly

Known For: Euphues: The Anatomy of Wit, a prose work.

. Style: Lyly is famous for his witty, elaborate prose that uses the "euphuism" style—an ornate, playful

way of writing full of puns and alliteration.

. Impact: His style influenced later writers like Shakespeare and Sidney.

. Thomas Kyd

Known For: The play The Spanish Tragedy.

. Contribution: Kyd is credited with developing the revenge tragedy genre, which would influence later

plays like Shakespeare’s Hamlet.
Style: Dark, suspenseful, and intense.

Significance of the University Wits in English Literature

The University Wits are important because they:

1.

Modernized Drama: They moved away from medieval morality plays to more realistic and complex
forms of drama.

. Introduced New Themes: They explored human emotions, ambitions, and social issues, making their

plays more relevant and engaging.

. Enhanced Language and Style: Their use of poetic language, wit, and rhetorical devices enriched

English literature.

Paved the Way for Shakespeare: Many of their innovations and themes influenced William Shakespeare,

who became the greatest playwright in English history.

. Bridged Classical and Contemporary Literature: They incorporated classical themes and styles into

modern English literature, making their works timeless.

Challenges Faced by the University Wits

Despite their talents, the University Wits faced several difficulties:

1.

Lack of Financial Stability: Many struggled financially, as playwrights and writers of the time did not
enjoy consistent income.

. Competition: They competed with each other for popularity and patronage from the court and noble

families.

. Limited Recognition: Initially, their work was not fully appreciated; they were often overshadowed by

later giants like Shakespeare.
Political Risks: Some plays contained political themes that could be risky if they criticized powerful
figures.

Their Legacy and Influence on Literature

The University Wits laid the foundation for modern English drama and literature. Their innovations in
language, themes, and theatrical techniques:
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Inspired future playwrights and poets.

Elevated the status of drama as a serious literary form.

Contributed to the development of genres like tragedy, comedy, and revenge plays.
Influenced the style and themes of Elizabethan and Jacobean drama.
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William Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, and other later writers built upon the work of the University Wits,
making English literature richer and more diverse.

Summary in Simple Words

The University Wits were a group of clever writers and playwrights from the late 1500s who studied at
universities. They changed the way plays and stories were written by introducing new ideas, themes, and
styles. Their work was more realistic, poetic, and full of wit. They played a key role in the English
Renaissance, making drama more exciting and meaningful.

Their most famous members include Christopher Marlowe and Thomas Kyd, who wrote powerful tragedies
and revenge plays. Other members like John Lyly and Robert Greene also contributed with their clever
language and social commentaries. These writers influenced many later great writers, especially William
Shakespeare, who became the most famous playwright in the world.

In short, the University Wits made English literature and drama more modern, creative, and sophisticated.
Their efforts helped shape the golden age of English literature, and their influence is still felt today.

Conclusion

The University Wits are an essential part of English literary history. They brought fresh ideas, poetic
language, and dramatic innovation that transformed the stage and literature of their time. Despite facing
hardships, their work laid the groundwork for future writers and continues to be studied and admired
today. Their cleverness, creativity, and contributions make them true pioneers of the English Renaissance.

End of the article.

Questions & Answers About university wits in easy words
in english literature

No Question Answer

1 Who were the University Wits? The University Wits were a group of young writers and
students from Oxford and Cambridge universities in England
during the late 16th century who influenced English drama
and literature.

2 Why are the University Wits They are important because they helped develop English
important in English literature? drama and paved the way for famous playwrights like William
Shakespeare.
3 What types of works did the They mainly wrote plays, poems, and essays that were
University Wits write? popular in their time and contributed to the growth of English

literature.




4 Can you name some famous
University Wits?

Yes, some notable University Wits include Christopher
Marlowe, Thomas Nashe, Robert Greene, and George Peele.

5 How did the University Wits
influence later writers?

They introduced new styles of writing and drama that inspired
later writers like William Shakespeare and Ben Jonson.

university wits, English literature, writers, playwrights, 16th century, comedy, drama, literature history,

famous authors, literary groups
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