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Tap Dance Dictionary

tap dance dictionary is an essential resource for dancers, instructors, students, and
enthusiasts who want to deepen their understanding of this vibrant and rhythmic art form.
Tap dancing, characterized by the percussive sound created by metal plates affixed to the
heel and toe of dance shoes, has a rich history and a diverse vocabulary of movements,
techniques, and styles. Whether you’re a beginner just starting to learn the basics or an
experienced dancer looking to refine your skills, having access to a comprehensive tap
dance dictionary can significantly enhance your learning process, improve your
communication within the dance community, and help you appreciate the nuances of this
dynamic dance form.

Understanding the Importance of a Tap Dance Dictionary

A tap dance dictionary serves as a linguistic and technical guide that standardizes the
terminology used in tap dance. It functions similarly to a language dictionary, defining
terms, describing techniques, and providing context for various movements. Here are some
reasons why a tap dance dictionary is indispensable: - Clarity and Consistency: It ensures
that dancers and instructors speak a common language, reducing misunderstandings. -
Learning and Teaching Aid: It helps students grasp new movements more quickly and
allows instructors to communicate instructions precisely. - Historical Insight: Many terms
have historical significance, reflecting the evolution of tap dance styles and techniques. -
Performance Preparation: Knowing the terminology helps dancers memorize routines and
execute choreography accurately.

Common Terms in a Tap Dance Dictionary

A comprehensive tap dance dictionary encompasses a wide range of terminology, from
basic steps to complex combinations. Below are some of the most common and
fundamental terms you’ll encounter:

Basic Tap Steps

- Step: The fundamental movement, shifting weight from one foot to the other. - Stamp: A
forceful downward tap of the foot onto the floor without moving the rest of the body. -
Shuffle: A quick brush forward or backward followed by a step, creating a “shuffling”
sound. - Flap: A combination of a brush and a step, typically performed by brushing the ball
of the foot forward and then stepping onto that foot. - Ball Change: A quick transfer of



weight from one foot to the other, often used as a transition step.

Rhythmic and Complex Techniques

- Cramp Roll: A series of four quick taps—usually starting with the heel, then the toe, then
the toe again, and finally the heel—creating a rolling sound. - Heel Drop: Dropping the heel
sharply onto the floor, often used for emphasis. - Pullback: A movement where the heel is
pulled back towards the body, often used in jazz tap styles. - Riff: A rapid, repeated tap,
often on the heel or toe, used to embellish routines.

Stylistic Terms

- Soft Shoe: A style of tap dance performed in smooth-soled shoes, emphasizing elegance
and subtlety. - Buck and Wing: An early style of tap dance characterized by energetic,
syncopated steps and quick footwork. - Broadway Tap: A style that combines intricate
footwork with expressive movements, often seen in musical theater. - Rhythm Tap: Focuses
on complex rhythms and percussive sounds, emphasizing improvisation and musicality.

Historical Development of Tap Dance Terminology

Understanding the origins of tap dance terminology provides valuable context for its
vocabulary. Many terms have evolved from specific dance styles or regional dialects,
reflecting the dance's diverse roots. - Irish and African Influences: Early tap dance
incorporated Irish jig steps and African rhythmic patterns, contributing to terms like “jig”
and “rhythm.” - Minstrel and Vaudeville Era: Popularized terms such as “buck and wing”
and “soft shoe,” which describe specific styles and steps performed during this period. -
Jazz and Broadway Influence: Terms like “riffs,” “shuffle,” and “brush” gained prominence
with the rise of jazz music and musical theater. - Contemporary Innovations: Modern tap
incorporates new terminology related to fusion styles, improvisation, and advanced
techniques.

How to Use a Tap Dance Dictionary Effectively

A tap dance dictionary is most useful when used actively as a learning tool. Here are some
tips on how to maximize its benefits: 1. Study Regularly: Review terms frequently to build a
strong vocabulary. 2. Practice Alongside Definitions: Try executing the steps as you read
about them to internalize the movements. 3. Use Visual Aids: Combine the dictionary with
videos or live demonstrations for better understanding. 4. Create Personal Glossaries: Note
down unfamiliar terms and add your own descriptions or images for future reference. 5.
Ask Instructors: Clarify any confusing terms and seek demonstrations for complex steps.
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Popular Resources for a Tap Dance Dictionary

Many resources offer comprehensive tap dance dictionaries, ranging from printed books to
online databases. Some notable options include: - Books: - Tap Dance Dictionary by Mark
Knowles - The Art of Tap Dancing by John Allen - Tap Dance Vocabulary by Ann D. Miller -
Online Resources: - The American Tap Dance Foundation’s website offers glossary pages
with videos and descriptions. - Dance teacher blogs often feature downloadable tap dance
glossaries. - YouTube channels dedicated to tap dance tutorials frequently include
terminology explanations. - Apps: - Tap dance training apps with integrated dictionaries
and practice routines. - Interactive flashcard apps for memorizing terminology.

Building Your Personal Tap Dance Vocabulary

As you advance in your tap dance journey, developing a personalized vocabulary can
enhance your performance and communication skills. Here’s how to do it: - Keep a Dance
Journal: Record new terms, steps, and tips during classes or practice. - Use Mnemonics:
Create memory aids for tricky terms or sequences. - Record Your Practice: Watch your
routines and label each move with the appropriate terminology. - Participate in Workshops:
Engage with different instructors to learn varied terminology and styles. - Join Tap Dance
Communities: Online forums and local groups provide opportunities to exchange
terminology and insights.

Conclusion

A tap dance dictionary is more than just a collection of terms; it is a gateway to
understanding, mastering, and appreciating the art of tap dancing. Whether you are
learning the basics or exploring advanced techniques, having a reliable resource to clarify
terminology and provide technical guidance is invaluable. By immersing yourself in the
language of tap dance, you not only improve your skills but also connect more deeply with
the history, culture, and community of this percussive art form. Embrace the journey of
learning new words, mastering new steps, and expressing yourself through the rhythmic
language of tap dance.

Tap Dance Dictionary: A Comprehensive Guide to the Language of Rhythm and Movement
Tap dance, a vibrant and percussive art form, has captivated audiences worldwide for
centuries. Its unique blend of rhythm, technique, and storytelling relies heavily on a shared
language—an intricate vocabulary that dancers, instructors, choreographers, and
enthusiasts use to communicate movements, styles, and musicality. This specialized lexicon
is encapsulated in what is commonly known as the tap dance dictionary. In this article, we
delve into the origins, structure, significance, and evolution of this lexicon, providing an in-



depth exploration suitable for both newcomers and seasoned practitioners.

Understanding the Tap Dance Dictionary

The tap dance dictionary functions as a comprehensive guide to the terminology used
within the tap dance community. It encompasses a wide range of terms—from basic steps
and rhythms to complex routines and stylistic nuances. The purpose of this dictionary is
multifaceted: it standardizes communication, preserves traditional techniques, facilitates
learning, and promotes the evolution of the art form. This lexicon is not static; it evolves
with new styles, innovations, and cultural influences. As tap dance continues to adapt, so
too does its vocabulary, reflecting changing trends, regional influences, and the personal
styles of dancers.

The Origins of Tap Dance Terminology

The language of tap dance, like the dance itself, has deep roots. Its terminology has been
shaped over centuries through a blend of African rhythmic traditions, Irish step dancing,
jazz improvisation, and American minstrel shows. Many terms originated from the early
days of tap, when dancers and musicians improvised routines, creating a shared vocabulary
to describe techniques and sounds. Historical Influences on the Lexicon: - African Rhythmic
Patterns: The complex polyrhythms and syncopation found in African drumming influenced
tap's percussive sounds and terminology. - Irish Step Dancing: The emphasis on precise
footwork contributed to the development of terms describing intricate steps. - Jazz and
Swing Era: Improvisation and syncopation became central, giving rise to expressive terms
that describe spontaneous rhythms and stylings. - Minstrel and Vaudeville Acts:
Popularization of tap during the 19th and early 20th centuries led to the codification of
many terms still used today. This rich historical tapestry has resulted in a lexicon that is
both technical and expressive, serving as a linguistic bridge connecting generations of
dancers.

Structure and Components of a Tap Dance Dictionary

A comprehensive tap dance dictionary typically includes several categories of terminology,
each vital to understanding and performing tap routines. These categories include: 1. Basic
Steps and Foundations - Shuffle: A quick brush of the ball of the foot forward or backward,
often combined with other steps. - Flap: A step where the ball of the foot brushes forward,
followed by a step onto the heel. - Ball-Change: A weight transfer from one foot to the
other, often used as a quick step. - Stamp: A forceful downward strike of the foot on the
floor. - Toe Tap / Heel Tap: Touching the toe or heel to the floor without weight transfer. 2.
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Rhythmic Terms - Rhythm syllables: Words like "stomp," "clap," "bump," or "boom" used to
internalize rhythms. - Syncopation: Emphasizing off-beats or unexpected beats,
fundamental to tap's musicality. - Count: The numerical notation (e.g., "1 and 2 and 3 and
4") used to count rhythms. 3. Style and Technique Descriptors - Light / Heavy: Descriptions
of the force or softness of sound. - Smooth / Sharp: Refers to the fluidity or crispness of
movements. - Improv / Improvisation: Spontaneous creation of rhythms and steps. 4.
Advanced and Complex Terms - Maxi Ford: A rhythmic pattern involving multiple steps in
quick succession. - Paradiddle: A pattern of four strokes with alternating feet, borrowed
from drumming terminology. - Wing: A complex sequence of steps that involves turns and
intricate footwork. - Double Time / Half Time: Tempo modifications affecting the speed of
steps. 5. Notational and Teaching Symbols - X: Indicates a stomp or a step with a specific
foot. - O: Represents a tap or touch. - Arrows: Show direction of movement. - Parentheses:
Denote optional or embellishment steps.

The Significance of a Standardized Tap Dance Vocabulary

Having a well-defined tap dance dictionary is crucial for multiple reasons: Facilitating
Clear Communication Whether in rehearsals, performances, or educational settings, a
shared vocabulary ensures that all participants understand instructions and descriptions
uniformly. This clarity minimizes misunderstandings and enhances the efficiency of
learning and choreography. Preserving Traditional Techniques As tap dance has a rich
history, maintaining a standardized lexicon helps preserve traditional steps and styles. It
acts as a cultural archive, ensuring that foundational techniques are transmitted accurately
across generations. Supporting Education and Learning For students, mastering the
terminology is akin to learning a language. It enables precise instruction, self-study, and
the ability to analyze and critique routines effectively. Promoting Innovation and Evolution
A common language provides a platform for dancers to experiment and innovate while
maintaining a connection to traditional roots. New terms can be integrated seamlessly into
the existing framework, reflecting the dynamic nature of tap dance.

Evolution and Modernization of Tap Dance Terminology

While many terms in the tap dance dictionary are rooted in historical usage, the modern
era has seen an expansion and refinement of vocabulary. Influences from other dance
forms, popular culture, and technological advancements have contributed to this evolution.
Contemporary Additions - Break Steps: Complex improvisational patterns often popularized
in street and jazz tap. - Flash: A quick, flashy move emphasizing showmanship. - Heel Drop
/ Toe Drop: Descriptive terms for specific sound effects used in modern choreography. -
Rhythm Tap: A style emphasizing musicality and intricate patterns, often with unique



terminology. Digital and Visual Resources Online tutorials, video archives, and apps have
introduced new ways of understanding and teaching tap terminology. These resources
often include visual notations and demonstrations, making the tap dance dictionary more
accessible. Regional Variations Different regions and schools have developed their own
slang and terminology, enriching the lexicon but sometimes creating overlaps or
discrepancies. Efforts are ongoing to standardize terms across the global community.

Popular Tap Dance Dictionaries and Resources

Several authoritative sources have compiled comprehensive tap dance dictionaries, serving
as invaluable references: - "Tap Dance Dictionary" by Bill "Bojangles" Robinson and others:
A classic compilation highlighting foundational terms. - Online Platforms such as
TapDancer.com and The American Tap Dance Foundation offer glossaries and tutorials. -
Educational Texts: Books like "The Art of Tap Dancing" by Brenda Bufalino include detailed
glossary sections. - Dance Notation Systems: Choreographers may use systems like
Labanotation to document intricate routines, incorporating tap-specific symbols.

Challenges and Future Directions

As the art form continues to evolve, so does its vocabulary. Some challenges include: -
Standardization vs. Innovation: Balancing the preservation of traditional terms with the
need for new vocabulary to describe emerging styles. - Globalization: Incorporating diverse
cultural influences while maintaining clarity. - Accessibility: Making the tap dance
dictionary understandable for beginners without diluting technical accuracy. Future
directions involve integrating digital tools, interactive glossaries, and augmented reality to
teach and expand the tap dance lexicon more effectively.

Conclusion

The tap dance dictionary is more than a mere collection of terms; it is the living language
of an expressive, rhythmic art form. It bridges generations, cultures, and styles, fostering
communication, education, and innovation within the tap community. As tap dance
continues to flourish worldwide, its lexicon will undoubtedly expand and adapt, reflecting
the ongoing journey of this percussive art form. Whether you're a novice eager to learn or a
seasoned performer refining your craft, understanding the language contained within the
tap dance dictionary is fundamental to appreciating the depth, richness, and vitality of tap
dance.
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Questions & Answers About tap dance dictionary

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is a tap dance
dictionary?

A tap dance dictionary is a comprehensive resource
that defines and explains various tap dance terms,
steps, and techniques to help dancers learn and
understand the art form better.

2 How can a tap dance
dictionary improve my skills?

By providing clear definitions and descriptions of tap
dance vocabulary, a tap dance dictionary helps
dancers learn proper terminology, understand step
sequences, and enhance their overall technique and
communication.

3 Where can I find a good tap
dance dictionary online?

You can find reputable tap dance dictionaries on
dance education websites, online dance forums, or
platforms like Amazon that offer books specifically
dedicated to tap dance terminology.

4 Are there beginner-friendly
tap dance dictionaries
available?

Yes, many tap dance dictionaries are designed for
beginners, featuring simple explanations and
illustrations to help new dancers grasp basic terms
and steps easily.

5 What are some common terms
included in a tap dance
dictionary?

Common terms include 'shuffle,' 'flap,' 'cramp roll,'
'toe tap,' 'heel drop,' and 'stamp,' among others, all
of which describe specific tap dance steps or sounds.

6 Can a tap dance dictionary
help with choreography?

Absolutely. Understanding the terminology in a tap
dance dictionary enables dancers and
choreographers to communicate more effectively and
accurately when creating or learning routines.

7 Is a tap dance dictionary
useful for online dance
classes?

Yes, it serves as a valuable reference tool during
online classes, helping students clarify unfamiliar
terms and better understand the instructor's
instructions.

8 Do professional tap dancers
use a tap dance dictionary?

While seasoned dancers often memorize terminology,
they may still consult a tap dance dictionary for
precise definitions, to learn new steps, or to teach
others.

9 How can I create my own tap
dance dictionary?

You can start by recording and defining the steps
and terms you learn, adding diagrams or videos, and
organizing them into a personal reference to aid your
practice and teaching.

tap dance terminology, tap dance steps, tap dance basics, tap dance vocabulary, tap dance
moves, tap dance glossary, tap dance techniques, tap dance instruction, tap dance guide,



tap dance lessons
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