A History Of Christianity Kenneth
Scott Latourette

a history of christianity kenneth scott latourette Understanding the rich and complex
history of Christianity is essential for appreciating its profound influence on world civilization.
Kenneth Scott Latourette's seminal work, A History of Christianity, stands as one of the most
comprehensive and authoritative accounts of the development of the Christian faith from its
origins to the modern era. This article explores Latourette’s contributions, the key themes of
his history, and how his work continues to shape contemporary understanding of Christianity's
past.

Who Was Kenneth Scott Latourette?

Biographical Background

Kenneth Scott Latourette (1884-1968) was an American Protestant theologian, historian, and
scholar renowned for his extensive research on the history of Christianity. His academic career
was primarily associated with Yale University, where he served as a professor and later as a
distinguished scholar. Latourette's scholarly pursuits focused on the growth, spread, and
influence of Christianity across different eras and regions.

Major Contributions to Christian Historiography

Latourette's work is characterized by its breadth, depth, and scholarly rigor. His approach
combined theological insights with historical analysis, making his history accessible yet
academically robust. His most influential publication, A History of Christianity, originally
published in 1935, underwent several editions, reflecting its enduring importance. The book
remains a foundational text for students and scholars alike.

Overview of A History of Christianity

Scope and Structure

Latourette's A History of Christianity covers over two millennia, providing a panoramic view of
the faith's evolution. The work is divided into multiple volumes, typically focusing on: - The
origins of Christianity and its early development - The expansion of Christianity through the
Roman Empire - The medieval period and the rise of the Catholic Church - The Protestant
Reformation and subsequent movements - Christianity in the modern world, including
missionary work and denominational diversification
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Key Themes and Focus Areas

Some of the central themes Latourette emphasizes include: - The spread of Christianity across
different continents - The interaction between Christianity and culture - The development of
Christian doctrines and theology - The impact of political and social changes on the church -
The role of missionary activities in global Christianity

The Origins of Christianity

The Birth of the Christian Faith

Latourette traces the roots of Christianity to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ in
the 1st century CE. He emphasizes the Jewish context of Jesus’s ministry and the initial
community formed around his teachings.

The Early Christian Communities

Early followers of Jesus faced persecution but also experienced rapid growth. Latourette
highlights: - The role of apostles like Peter and Paul - The spread of Christianity throughout the
Roman Empire - The development of early Christian doctrines and practices

Persecution and Legitimization

Initially persecuted, Christianity gained imperial favor under Emperor Constantine in the 4th
century CE. Latourette discusses the significance of the Edict of Milan (313 CE) and the
Council of Nicaea (325 CE) in shaping orthodoxy.

The Expansion of Christianity in the Roman Empire

Christianity as State Religion

Latourette details how Christianity transitioned from a persecuted sect to the official religion
of the Roman Empire. This transformation significantly influenced church structure, doctrine,
and politics.

Development of Doctrine and Church Hierarchy
He explores the formation of key doctrines, the establishment of the episcopacy, and the rise
of influential figures such as Augustine of Hippo.

Challenges and Heresies

The period also saw internal conflicts, including various heresies that challenged orthodox
belief. Latourette discusses the Council of Chalcedon and other ecumenical councils in
resolving doctrinal disputes.



The Medieval Period and the Rise of the Catholic
Church

The Papacy and Church Authority

Latourette examines the increasing power of the papacy and the church’s role as a political as
well as spiritual authority.

Monasticism and Scholasticism

He discusses the influence of monastic orders like the Benedictines and the rise of scholastic
theology, featuring figures like Thomas Aquinas.

Crusades and Religious Conflicts

The series of military campaigns known as the Crusades are analyzed for their impact on
Christian-Europe relations and the church’s political ambitions.

The Reformation and Post-Reformation Christianity

Causes and Key Figures

Latourette explores the factors leading to the Protestant Reformation, including corruption
within the church, theological disputes, and social upheaval. Central figures include Martin
Luther, John Calvin, and Huldrych Zwingli.

Division and New Denominations

The Reformation resulted in the fragmentation of Western Christianity into various Protestant
denominations, as well as the reaffirmation of Catholic doctrine at the Council of Trent.

Counter-Reformation and Catholic Reforms

He details the Catholic Church’s efforts to reform itself and respond to Protestant critiques,
including the founding of new religious orders and doctrinal clarifications.

Christianity in the Modern Era

Global Expansion and Missionary Movements

Latourette discusses the age of exploration and the subsequent spread of Christianity to
Africa, Asia, and the Americas. Notable points include: - The role of missionary societies -
Indigenous Christian movements - Challenges faced in non-European contexts
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Denominational Diversity and Modern Challenges

He analyzes the proliferation of Christian denominations and the influence of modern
ideologies like nationalism, secularism, and science on faith and practice.

Ecumenism and Interfaith Relations

Latourette notes efforts toward Christian unity and dialogue with other faiths, shaping
contemporary religious landscapes.

Latourette’s Legacy and Impact

Scholarly Significance

Latourette’s A History of Christianity remains a cornerstone in religious studies, praised for its
comprehensive scope, detailed research, and balanced perspective. His work bridged
theological insight with historical analysis, making it invaluable for both scholars and lay
readers.

Influence on Christian Education

Many seminaries and educational institutions have relied on Latourette’s work for decades,
shaping generations of theologians, historians, and church leaders.

Continued Relevance

Despite being published in the early 20th century, the themes and historical narratives
Latourette presents continue to inform contemporary discussions about Christianity’s role in
society.

Conclusion

Kenneth Scott Latourette's A History of Christianity offers an unparalleled panoramic view of
the faith’s evolution, capturing its triumphs, struggles, and transformations over centuries. His
scholarly rigor and comprehensive approach have made his work a timeless resource, helping
readers understand how Christianity has shaped—and been shaped by—world history.
Whether exploring its earliest beginnings or its modern diversities, Latourette’s history
remains an essential guide for anyone interested in the enduring story of Christianity.
Keywords: a history of christianity kenneth scott latourette, history of Christianity, Christian
history, Latourette, Christian doctrine, church history, religious development, Christian
expansion, Reformation, Christian denominations

A History of Christianity Kenneth Scott Latourette: An In-Depth Exploration

A history of Christianity Kenneth Scott Latourette stands as one of the most comprehensive
and influential works in the field of ecclesiastical history. First published in the mid-20th



century, Latourette’s monumental study offers readers an extensive chronicle of Christianity’s
development from its earliest days to the modern era. This article delves into the life of
Kenneth Scott Latourette, the scope and significance of his work, and the enduring impact of
his contributions to theological scholarship and historical understanding.

The Life and Legacy of Kenneth Scott Latourette
Early Life and Academic Background

Kenneth Scott Latourette was born in 1884 in Portland, Oregon. Demonstrating early
academic promise, he pursued theological studies at Yale University, where he earned his
Bachelor of Arts and later his doctorate. His academic journey was characterized by a
profound interest in Christian history, mission work, and the geographical spread of the faith.
These interests would shape his lifelong dedication to understanding and narrating the story of
Christianity.

Academic Career and Influence

Latourette’s career was marked by his tenure at Yale Divinity School, where he served as a
professor of church history. His scholarly reputation was built on a meticulous approach to
historical research and a broad perspective that integrated theological, cultural, and
geopolitical factors. Throughout his career, he authored multiple influential books, but none
are as comprehensive as A History of Christianity.

Personal Philosophy and Approach

Latourette believed that understanding Christianity’s history was crucial to comprehending its
present and future. His approach was characterized by an appreciation of diversity within
Christianity, an acknowledgment of its global reach, and a recognition of the faith’s complex
interactions with politics, culture, and society. These principles guided his extensive work and
helped shape the narrative of Christian history as a dynamic, evolving story rather than a
static or purely doctrinal account.

The Scope of A History of Christianity
A Multidimensional Overview

Published initially in 1937 and subsequently revised over several editions, A History of
Christianity is renowned for its breadth and depth. Latourette’s work spans over two millennia,
covering the origins of Christianity in the first century CE, its spread across continents, and its
influence on world history.

Key Sections and Themes

The book is organized into several major sections, each focusing on different periods and
regions:

1. The Origins of Christianity (First to Third Century): Examines the life of Jesus Christ, the
early church, persecution, and doctrinal developments.

2. The Expansion and Establishment (Fourth to Thirteenth Century): Chronicles the church’s
establishment within the Roman Empire, the rise of Christianity as the state religion, and
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the early ecumenical councils.

3. Medieval Christianity (Thirteenth to Fifteenth Century): Focuses on the papacy, monastic
movements, and the challenges leading up to the Reformation.

4. The Reformation and Post-Reformation Era (Sixteenth Century): Analyzes the Protestant
Reformation, Catholic Counter-Reformation, and regional reforms.

5. Modern Christianity (Seventeenth to Twentieth Century): Covers missionary expansion,
denominational growth, social movements, and the impact of secularism.

A Global Perspective

One of Latourette’s distinctive contributions is his emphasis on Christianity’s global reach. He
devotes considerable attention to:

1. The spread of Christianity in Asia, Africa, and the Americas.
2. The role of missionaries and colonialism.
3. Indigenous Christian movements and the localization of faith.

This global perspective was innovative at the time and remains influential in the study of world
Christianity today.

Significance and Impact of Latourette’s Work
Academic Contributions

Latourette’s A History of Christianity set new standards for ecclesiastical historiography. Its
comprehensive scope, meticulous research, and nuanced analysis established it as an
authoritative reference work. Scholars praised its balanced treatment of doctrinal, political,
and cultural factors shaping Christian history.

Influence on Theological and Missionary Thought

The book’s emphasis on Christianity’s missionary dimension influenced Christian thought and
practice. It fostered a broader understanding of the church’s role in cultural exchange, social
justice, and global development.

Challenges and Criticisms
While widely acclaimed, Latourette’s work has also faced critiques:

1. Eurocentrism: Some critics argue that the focus on European Christianity overshadowed
Asian, African, and indigenous movements.

2. Historical Interpretations: As with any comprehensive history, some interpretations reflect
the scholarly perspectives of Latourette’s time, which may be updated with newer research.

Despite these critiques, the work remains a foundational text for students, scholars, and
anyone interested in understanding the historical trajectory of Christianity.

The Enduring Legacy of A History of Christianity
A Resource for Education and Research

Latourette’s A History of Christianity continues to serve as a primary resource in seminaries,
universities, and theological courses worldwide. Its detailed chronological narrative and



regional insights help students grasp the complex evolution of Christian faith and institutions.

Inspiration for Contemporary Scholarship

The book inspired subsequent generations of historians and theologians to pursue global and

ecumenical studies. It emphasized that Christianity is not monolithic but a diverse faith shaped

by countless cultural, political, and social influences.

Relevance in the Modern Context

In an era marked by religious pluralism and globalization, Latourette’s work reminds readers

of Christianity’s historical resilience and adaptability. It underscores the importance of

understanding the past to navigate present challenges and envision future developments.

Conclusion

A history of Christianity Kenneth Scott Latourette stands as a towering achievement in

religious scholarship. Through meticulous scholarship, a global perspective, and a nuanced

understanding of history, Latourette provided an invaluable narrative of Christianity’s journey

through time. His work not only informs academic discourse but also enriches our appreciation

of the faith’s profound influence on human history.

As Christianity continues to evolve in the 21st century, Latourette’s comprehensive account

remains a vital touchstone for understanding its roots, struggles, and enduring legacy. His

dedication to truth, detail, and breadth exemplifies the scholarly pursuit of understanding one

of the world’s most enduring religions and its impact on civilizations around the globe.

Questions & Answers About a history of christianity

kenneth scott latourette

N Question Answer
o

1 | What is the primary focus of 'A | The book provides a comprehensive overview of the
History of Christianity' by development of Christianity from its origins in the first
Kenneth Scott Latourette? century to the modern era, highlighting key events,

figures, and theological shifts.

2 | How does Latourette's work Latourette emphasizes the geographic expansion of
contribute to understanding Christianity, illustrating how it spread from the Middle
the global spread of East to Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas, shaping
Christianity? diverse cultures and societies.

3 | What are some of the key The book covers early Christianity, the Middle Ages,
periods covered in Latourette's | the Reformation, the Enlightenment, and modern
'A History of Christianity'? Christianity, providing detailed insights into each era.

4 | How does Latourette address He discusses major doctrinal disputes, councils, and
the theological debates within | schisms, illustrating how theological debates shaped
Christianity throughout the development and diversity of Christian
history? denominations.
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5 | In what ways does Latourette He examines how Christianity interacted with and

explore the relationship influenced various cultures, adapting to local contexts
between Christianity and world | while also impacting social, political, and cultural
cultures? developments worldwide.

6 | What significance does He highlights missionary efforts as crucial in spreading
Latourette attribute to Christianity globally, fostering cultural exchanges, and
missionary movements in establishing Christian communities across different
Christian history? continents.

7 | How has 'A History of The book is highly regarded for its thorough research,

Christianity' been received in balanced perspective, and comprehensive coverage,
academic and religious circles? | making it a seminal work in the study of Christian

history.

8 | Does Latourette's work discuss | Yes, the book addresses issues such as secularization,
modern challenges faced by religious pluralism, and the changing role of
Christianity? Christianity in contemporary societies.

9 | What makes Latourette's 'A Its detailed historical analysis, extensive scope, and
History of Christianity' a contextual understanding make it a valuable resource
relevant resource for students | for anyone seeking to understand the evolution and
and scholars today? impact of Christianity throughout history.

Christianity history, Kenneth Scott Latourette, Christian theology, church history, religious
studies, Christian missions, Christian denominations, theological writings, religious history,
Christian doctrine
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