Briggs And Stratton

Briggs and Stratton is a name synonymous with quality, durability, and innovation in the
world of small engines and outdoor power equipment. Established in 1908, this American
company has become a household name, powering everything from lawn mowers and
generators to pressure washers and snow blowers. With a rich history spanning over a
century, Briggs and Stratton has built a reputation for manufacturing reliable engines that
help millions maintain their outdoor spaces and complete various industrial tasks. Whether
you're a homeowner, a professional landscaper, or a small business owner, understanding the
fundamentals of Briggs and Stratton products can help you make informed decisions and
ensure optimal performance of your equipment.

History and Background of Briggs and Stratton

Origins and Founding

Briggs and Stratton was founded in 1908 by Stephen F. Briggs and Harold M. Stratton in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Initially, the company focused on manufacturing small gasoline
engines, which were a novel concept at the time. Their early innovations set the stage for the
company's future success, as they aimed to produce engines that were not only powerful but
also easy to operate and maintain.

Evolution and Growth

Over the decades, Briggs and Stratton expanded its product line and technological capabilities.
The company introduced the first lightweight, portable gasoline engine, revolutionizing the
landscape of outdoor power equipment. During the mid-20th century, Briggs and Stratton
became a leading supplier of small engines worldwide. Their commitment to quality and
innovation helped solidify their position as an industry leader.

Recent Developments

In recent years, Briggs and Stratton has focused on developing environmentally friendly
engines, embracing new technologies such as electric start systems, fuel-efficient designs, and
emissions reduction initiatives. The company also expanded its product offerings through
acquisitions and collaborations, enhancing its presence in both residential and commercial
markets.

Product Range and Key Offerings

Small Gasoline Engines

Briggs and Stratton's core product line includes a diverse range of small gasoline engines
designed for various applications:
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Lawn mowers
Generators
Pressure washers
Snow blowers

o s W e

Trimmers and blowers

These engines are renowned for their durability, ease of starting, and low maintenance
requirements.

Generators and Power Equipment

The company's portable generator lineup offers reliable power sources for both emergency
backup and recreational use. Features often include:

1. Inverter technology for clean power
2. Electric start options
3. Multiple outlets for versatile connectivity

Commercial and Industrial Solutions

Briggs and Stratton also provides robust engines and equipment tailored for commercial
operators:

1. Heavy-duty engines for construction and landscaping machinery
2. Commercial lawn equipment
3. Zero-turn mowers

These products are designed to withstand rigorous daily use while maintaining high
performance.

Innovations and Technologies

Engine Efficiency and Emission Standards

Briggs and Stratton has been at the forefront of developing engines that meet stringent
environmental regulations. Their innovations include:

1. Advanced combustion technologies that improve fuel efficiency
2. Reduced emissions through cleaner-burning fuels and catalytic systems
3. Compliance with EPA and CARB standards

Ease of Use Features

Customer convenience is a priority for Briggs and Stratton, leading to features such as:

1. Electric start systems for effortless ignition
2. Low-oil shutdown to prevent engine damage
3. Automatic choke and primer systems



Smart Technology Integration
The company has begun integrating smart technology into some of its products:

1. Remote monitoring via mobile apps
2. Automated maintenance alerts
3. Enhanced safety features with digital controls

Maintenance, Repairs, and Troubleshooting

Common Maintenance Tasks
Proper maintenance extends the lifespan of Briggs and Stratton engines and equipment:

Regular oil changes

Air filter cleaning/replacement

Spark plug inspection and replacement
Fuel system cleaning
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Carburetor adjustments

Repair Services and Support

Briggs and Stratton offers extensive support through authorized service centers, online
resources, and customer service hotlines. It is recommended to:

1. Use genuine parts for repairs
2. Follow manufacturer-recommended maintenance schedules
3. Consult the user manual for troubleshooting tips

DIY Troubleshooting Tips

Some common issues and solutions include:

1. Engine fails to start — check the fuel supply, spark plug, and carburetor
2. Engine stalls during operation — inspect the air filter and fuel quality
3. Unusual engine noises — examine for loose parts or worn components

Choosing the Right Briggs and Stratton Product

Factors to Consider
When selecting a Briggs and Stratton engine or equipment, consider:

Intended application (residential, commercial, industrial)
Power requirements

Portability and size constraints

Fuel efficiency and environmental impact
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Budget and long-term maintenance costs
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Popular Models and Recommendations
Some of the most popular models include:

1. Briggs and Stratton 550EX — lightweight, ideal for small lawn equipment

2. Briggs and Stratton 950 Series — high power, suitable for larger machinery

3. Inverter generators like the Briggs & Stratton P2200 — portable and quiet, perfect for
camping or backup power

Why Choose Briggs and Stratton?

Reliability and Performance

Decades of engineering excellence have made Briggs and Stratton engines a trusted choice for
millions. Their products are known for starting easily, running smoothly, and lasting for years
with proper maintenance.

Customer Support and Warranty

Briggs and Stratton offers comprehensive warranties and accessible customer service,
providing peace of mind for consumers. Many products come with warranties ranging from
one to three years, depending on the model.

Environmental Responsibility

The company's commitment to reducing environmental impact is evident in their development
of cleaner engines and sustainable manufacturing practices.

Conclusion

Briggs and Stratton remains a leader in the field of small engines and outdoor power
equipment, thanks to its long history of innovation, quality manufacturing, and customer-
centric focus. Whether you're maintaining a lawn, powering a generator, or running industrial
machinery, choosing a Briggs and Stratton product ensures you are investing in reliable,
efficient, and environmentally conscious technology. Proper maintenance and understanding
your equipment can maximize its lifespan and performance, making Briggs and Stratton a
dependable partner in your outdoor and industrial endeavors. As the industry continues to
evolve with new technological advancements, Briggs and Stratton remains committed to
delivering top-tier solutions tailored to the needs of its diverse customer base.

Briggs and Stratton: A Comprehensive Guide to the Iconic Engine Manufacturer

When it comes to small engines powering outdoor equipment, Briggs and Stratton stands out
as a household name synonymous with durability, innovation, and reliability. With over a
century of experience, this American-based company has become a cornerstone in the lawn
mower, generator, and outdoor power equipment industries. Whether you're a homeowner,
professional landscaper, or equipment enthusiast, understanding the history, product lineup,



maintenance tips, and troubleshooting strategies of Briggs and Stratton can help you make
informed decisions and maximize your equipment's lifespan.

The History and Legacy of Briggs and Stratton
Origins and Evolution

Founded in 1908 by Stephen Foster Briggs and Harold M. Stratton, Briggs and Stratton
initially started as a manufacturer of small gasoline engines. The company's first major
breakthrough came with the introduction of their vertical-shaft engine in 1924, which
revolutionized lawn mower design. Over the decades, the company expanded its product
offerings, innovating with features that improved efficiency, ease of use, and environmental
compliance.

Key Milestones

1924: Launch of the first vertical-shaft engine.

1934: Introduction of the first self-propelled lawn mower powered by Briggs and Stratton.
1950s-1960s: Expansion into commercial and industrial engines.

1980s-1990s: Focus on emissions reduction and fuel efficiency.
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2000s-present: Development of advanced technologies like inverter generators and hybrid
systems.

Global Presence and Impact

Today, Briggs and Stratton operates worldwide, with manufacturing facilities in the United
States, Europe, and Asia. The brand's engines are used in a wide array of equipment, from

residential lawnmowers to large industrial generators. Its reputation stems from consistent
quality, extensive research, and commitment to sustainability.

Understanding Briggs and Stratton Engines
Types of Engines

Briggs and Stratton produces various engine types suited for different applications:

Intek Series: Heavy-duty engines designed for commercial and residential use.
Quantum Series: Compact engines optimized for lawn tractors and mowers.
PowerBuilt Series: High-performance engines with advanced features.
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Inverter Generators: Quiet, portable power sources ideal for camping, RVing, and backup
power.

Key Features and Technologies

Overhead Valve (OHV): Provides better fuel efficiency and lower emissions.
ReadyStart: A no-prime, no-choke starting system for ease of use.
Magnetron Ignition: Ensures reliable starts.

Enhanced Cooling Systems: Prevent overheating during extended use.
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Fuel Efficiency: Designed to maximize runtime per tank.

Common Equipment Powered by Briggs and Stratton Engines
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Lawn mowers (push and ride-on)
Snow blowers

Pressure washers

Generators

Trimmers and blowers

ok wh =

Commercial landscaping equipment
Maintenance Tips for Longevity and Performance

Proper maintenance is essential to keep Briggs and Stratton engines running smoothly over
years of use. Below are essential tips to prolong your engine's lifespan:

Regular Inspection and Cleaning

1. Air Filter: Check monthly and replace or clean when dirty.

2. Spark Plug: Inspect for wear, corrosion, or carbon buildup; replace annually.
3. Fuel System: Use fresh fuel and add stabilizer if storing for long periods.

4. Cooling Fins: Keep free of debris and grass clippings.

Oil Changes

1. Use the recommended oil grade specified in your owner’s manual.
2. Change oil after the first 5 hours of use, then every 25-50 hours or seasonally.
3. Check oil levels regularly, especially before heavy use.

Spark Plug Maintenance

1. Clean or replace spark plugs annually.
2. Ensure proper gap setting as per manufacturer specifications.

Carburetor Care

1. Use fuel stabilizer if storing equipment for more than 30 days.
2. Periodically clean the carburetor to prevent buildup that can cause starting issues.

Storage Guidelines

1. Drain fuel or add fuel stabilizer during winter or long-term storage.
2. Store in a dry, sheltered location.
3. Run the engine briefly after storage to circulate stabilized fuel.

Troubleshooting Common Briggs and Stratton Engine Issues

Even with proper maintenance, engines can encounter issues. Here’s a guide to diagnosing
common problems:

Engine Won't Start

Possible Causes:

1. Faulty spark plug or improper gap.
2. Fuel system issues (clogged carburetor, stale fuel).
3. Dirty air filter.



4. Ignition switch or safety features engaged.
Solutions:

Inspect and replace spark plug if necessary.
Check fuel supply and clean carburetor.
Replace or clean air filter.
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Ensure safety switches are disengaged.
Engine Runs Rough or Stalls
Possible Causes:

Dirty or clogged air filter.
Carburetor needing adjustment.
Old or contaminated fuel.
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Overheating due to blocked cooling fins.
Solutions:

1. Clean or replace air filter.
2. Adjust carburetor settings.
3. Drain old fuel and refill with fresh fuel.

4. Clean cooling fins and ensure adequate airflow.

Loss of Power
Possible Causes:

1. Clogged fuel line or filter.
2. Worn or damaged drive belt.
3. Dirty spark plug or air filter.

Solutions:

1. Replace fuel filter and clean fuel line.
2. Inspect and replace drive belts if worn.
3. Maintain spark plug and air filter.

Excessive Vibration or Noise
Possible Causes:

1. Loose mounting bolts.
2. Worn engine components.
3. Imbalanced blades (for mowers).

Solutions:

1. Tighten all bolts and nuts.
2. Inspect engine parts for damage.

3. Balance mower blades or replace as needed.
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Innovations and Future Trends in Briggs and Stratton Engines

As environmental concerns grow, Briggs and Stratton continues to innovate:

1.

2.
3.
4.

operation.

Hybrid and Electric Power: Developing hybrid engines and electric models for greener

Fuel Efficiency Technologies: Incorporating advanced combustion controls.
Noise Reduction: Designing quieter engines for community-friendly outdoor equipment.
Smart Monitoring: Integrating sensors for maintenance alerts and performance tracking.

Choosing the Right Briggs and Stratton Equipment

When selecting equipment powered by Briggs and Stratton, consider:

A

Final Thoughts

Application Needs: Residential vs. commercial, light vs. heavy-duty.

Engine Size: Match engine horsepower to your equipment's requirements.
Features: Start-up systems, fuel economy, noise levels.

Budget: Balance features with affordability.

Availability of Parts and Service: Ensure local support and parts availability.

Briggs and Stratton remains a trusted name in the world of small engines, thanks to its rich

history of innovation and commitment to quality. Proper understanding of its engine types,

maintenance routines, and troubleshooting methods can significantly extend the life of your

outdoor power equipment, ensuring reliable performance season after season. Whether you're

maintaining a lawnmower, generator, or snow blower, investing time in regular upkeep and

staying informed about new technological advancements will keep your Briggs and Stratton

powered equipment running at peak efficiency for years to come.

Questions & Answers About briggs and stratton

N Question Answer
o

1 | What are the most common Common issues include engine starting problems,
issues with Briggs & Stratton carburetor clogs, oil leaks, and ignition system
engines? failures. Regular maintenance can help prevent many

of these problems.

2 | How often should I perform It is recommended to perform maintenance every
maintenance on my Briggs & 25-50 hours of operation or at least once a season,
Stratton engine? including oil changes, air filter replacement, and spark

plug checks.

3 | Are Briggs & Stratton engines | Briggs & Stratton recommends using fresh, clean fuel
compatible with new fuel and suggests adding fuel stabilizer if the engine will be
formulations? stored for extended periods, as newer fuel

formulations can affect engine performance.

4 | Where can I find genuine parts | Genuine Briggs & Stratton parts are available through

for my Briggs & Stratton
engine?

authorized dealers, the official website, and certified
online retailers to ensure quality and compatibility.




What are the latest innovations
in Briggs & Stratton engine
technology?

Briggs & Stratton has introduced advanced engine
systems like the Vanguard V-Twin series, enhanced
fuel efficiency, reduced emissions, and improved
durability through innovations in engine design.

How can I troubleshoot
starting issues with my Briggs
& Stratton mower engine?

Start by checking the fuel supply, inspecting the spark
plug, ensuring the air filter is clean, and verifying the
safety switches. Regular maintenance can also prevent
starting problems.

What is the warranty coverage
for Briggs & Stratton engines?

Warranty coverage varies by product, but most
engines come with a two-year limited warranty
covering manufacturing defects. Always check the
specific warranty details for your model.

Can [ upgrade my old Briggs &
Stratton engine to a newer
model?

Upgrading may involve replacing major components or
swapping engines, but compatibility depends on your
equipment. Consult a professional or authorized dealer
for personalized advice.

What are the environmentally
friendly features of modern
Briggs & Stratton engines?

Modern engines incorporate features like cleaner
burning technology, fuel efficiency improvements, and
compliance with emissions standards such as EPA and
CARB regulations.
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