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Biennial Flight Review Questions And
Answers

Biennial flight review questions and answers are essential resources for pilots preparing to meet the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) requirements. Every pilot operating under Part 61 regulations must complete a
biennial flight review (BFR) every two years to ensure they remain current and proficient. The review not only
involves a practical flight component but also an aeronautical knowledge review, which includes answering various
questions that test a pilot’s understanding of aviation regulations, aerodynamics, weather, navigation, and safety
procedures. This article aims to provide comprehensive BFR questions and answers to help pilots prepare
effectively for their review, ensuring they stay compliant and confident in their flying skills.

Understanding the Biennial Flight Review (BFR)

What is a BFR?

A Biennial Flight Review (BFR) is a mandatory check every 24 calendar months that pilots must complete to
maintain their flying privileges. It consists of:

A minimum of one hour of ground instruction or review of applicable regulations, weather, and flight planning.1.
A minimum of one hour of flight training or practical flight skills review with a Certified Flight Instructor (CFI).2.

The purpose of the BFR is to ensure pilots remain proficient in their flying skills and knowledgeable about current
regulations and safety procedures.

Requirements for a BFR

Pilots must:

Meet the recent flight experience requirements (e.g., at least 3 takeoffs and landings within the preceding 90 days1.
in the same category and class).
Complete the required ground and flight components with a CFI.2.
Maintain an up-to-date logbook indicating the completion of the review.3.

Failure to complete a BFR can result in the suspension of a pilot’s certification until the review is completed.

Common Topics Covered in BFR Questions and Answers

The questions typically cover a broad range of topics, including regulations, aerodynamics, weather, navigation, and
emergency procedures. Preparing for these areas ensures a well-rounded understanding necessary for safe flight
operations.



FAA Regulations and Airspace

Understanding current regulations and airspace classifications is fundamental for safe and legal flying.

Sample Questions and Answers

Question: What are the requirements to carry passengers during the first 90 days after obtaining a private pilot1.
certificate?
Answer: The pilot must have completed at least three takeoffs and landings in the same category and class
within the preceding 90 days, and the aircraft must be equipped with appropriate safety equipment. If carrying
passengers during night hours, those landings must be conducted at night.
Question: Describe the different types of airspace classes.2.
Answer: The main classes are:

Class A: IFR flights above 18,000 ft MSL up to 60,000 ft MSL.1.
Class B: Surrounds busy airports, requires clearance to enter.2.
Class C: Around airports with moderate traffic, requires two-way radio communication.3.
Class D: Around smaller airports with control towers, requires communication prior to entry.4.
Class E: Controlled airspace that is not Class A, B, C, or D, often extending from 700 or 1200 ft AGL up to but5.
not including 18,000 ft MSL.
Class G: Uncontrolled airspace, outside controlled airspace boundaries.6.

Aerodynamics and Aircraft Performance

Questions may focus on understanding how an aircraft behaves under various conditions.

Sample Questions and Answers

Question: What is stall speed, and how does it vary with aircraft weight and configuration?3.
Answer: Stall speed is the minimum speed at which an aircraft can maintain level flight. It increases with higher
aircraft weight, higher angle of attack, and when the aircraft is in a configuration that increases drag, such as with
extended flaps or gear down.
Question: How does density altitude affect aircraft performance?4.
Answer: Higher density altitude (due to high temperature, high elevation, or humidity) results in decreased
engine performance, reduced lift, and longer takeoff and landing distances because the air is less dense.

Weather and Flight Planning

Weather knowledge is crucial for safe flight operations.

Sample Questions and Answers

Question: What are the primary sources of weather information available to pilots?5.
Answer: Pilots can obtain weather information from FAA-approved sources such as Aviation Weather Center
(AWC), METARs, TAFs, SIGMETs, PIREPs, and onboard weather radar or ADS-B systems.
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Question: How should a pilot interpret a TAF for flight planning?6.
Answer: A Terminal Aerodrome Forecast (TAF) provides forecasted weather conditions for a specific airport
over a 24-hour period (or 30 hours for international TAFs), including wind, visibility, weather phenomena, and sky
condition. Pilots should compare forecast conditions to their aircraft's performance capabilities and planned route.

Navigation and Communication

Understanding navigation aids and radio procedures is vital for situational awareness.

Sample Questions and Answers

Question: What are the basic types of navigation aids used in general aviation?7.
Answer: Common navigation aids include VOR (VHF Omnidirectional Range), NDB (Non-Directional Beacon),
GPS (Global Positioning System), and localizer and glide slope signals for ILS approaches.
Question: What is the proper radio phraseology when entering a Class C airspace?8.
Answer: Before entering, contact the tower with, for example, "Cessna 123AB, entering the Class C airspace
from the south, VFR, with information Bravo." After entering, maintain radio contact and follow instructions.

Emergency Procedures and Safety

Preparing for potential emergencies is a key component of a BFR.

Sample Questions and Answers

Question: What are the steps to handle an engine failure during flight?9.
Answer: The standard procedure involves:

Maintain control of the aircraft.1.
Identify and verify the failure.2.
Power off and troubleshoot if possible.3.
Declare an emergency if necessary.4.
Select a suitable landing area and execute an emergency landing if needed.5.

Question: How do you handle a loss of communication with Air Traffic Control?10.
Answer: Follow the "lost communication" procedures:

Squawk 7600 on the transponder.1.
Follow the last assigned clearance or route if known.2.
Proceed as if radio failure exists, following the "VFR on top" or "clear of cloud" rules, and visually scan for3.
traffic.

Preparing for Your BFR: Tips and Resources

To succeed in your BFR, thorough preparation is key.



Study the FAA Handbooks and Regulations

The FAA's Pilot's Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge and the Airman Certification Standards (ACS) contain
valuable information.

Use Practice Questions and Mock Tests

Many online platforms and aviation training apps offer practice BFR questions to familiarize you with the format and
content.

Review Your Logbook and Flight Records

Ensure your recent flight experience meets all FAA requirements and is properly documented.

Stay Current with Regulations

Regularly review FAA regulations, updates, and Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) to stay informed.

Conclusion

Mastering biennial flight review questions and answers is a vital aspect of maintaining your pilot certification and
ensuring safety in all your flying activities. By understanding the core topics, practicing sample questions, and
staying current with regulations and weather procedures, you can approach your BFR with confidence. Remember,
the goal of the review is not just to pass but to reinforce safe flying habits and knowledge that will serve you
throughout your flying career. Whether you're a student pilot or a seasoned aviator, continuous learning and
preparation are the keys to success in every BFR.

Biennial Flight Review Questions and Answers: A Comprehensive Guide for Pilots

Every pilot knows that maintaining certification and ensuring safety in the skies requires more than just hours in the
cockpit. One critical component of ongoing pilot certification is the biennial flight review (BFR). This review,
mandated by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), is designed to reinforce fundamental skills, ensure current
knowledge of regulations, and promote safe flying practices. Preparing for the biennial flight review questions and
answers is essential for pilots looking to pass smoothly and stay confident in their abilities. In this comprehensive
guide, we'll explore typical questions encountered during a BFR, their answers, and practical tips to help you
approach the review with confidence.

Understanding the Biennial Flight Review (BFR)

Before delving into questions and answers, it’s important to understand what a biennial flight review entails. The
FAA requires pilots to complete a review every 24 calendar months, which includes at least:

A review of current regulations and recent changes.1.
A review of weather sources and their applications.2.
A review of aeronautical decision-making and risk management.3.
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A demonstration of pilot skills in a flight environment.4.

The review typically lasts about 1 hour of ground instruction and 1 hour of flight, but the structure can vary
depending on the instructor and pilot experience.

Common Topics Covered in Biennial Flight Review Questions

The questions during a BFR often focus on several core areas:

Regulatory knowledge1.
Aeronautical decision-making (ADM)2.
Weather interpretation3.
Navigation and airspace rules4.
Emergency procedures5.
Aerodynamics and aircraft systems6.

Preparing for these areas will help you answer confidently and demonstrate your current knowledge and skills.

Sample Biennial Flight Review Questions and Answers

Below, we’ve compiled a list of typical questions you might encounter during a BFR along with detailed answers and
explanations.

Regulatory and Certification Questions

Q1: What are the recent changes to Part 91 regulations that pilots should be aware of?

A1: Recent updates to Part 91 may include changes to rules regarding recreational flying, new requirements for flight
data monitoring, or updates related to medical certification. For example, as of recent years, the FAA has introduced
Part 107 regulations for unmanned aircraft, but for manned Part 91 operations, pilots should check the FAA's latest
updates on weather minimums, VFR cloud clearance requirements, or rules concerning night operations. It's crucial
to review the FAA's official updates or notices to airmen (NOTAMs) before your review.

Q2: When is a pilot required to carry their pilot certificate and medical certificate?

A2: According to FAA regulations, a pilot must carry their pilot certificate and medical certificate when exercising the
privileges of their certificate. This is required at all times when acting as pilot-in-command (PIC) of an aircraft,
especially during flight operations. The certificates must be readily accessible, such as in a flight bag or on your
person.

Aeronautical Decision-Making and Risk Management

Q3: What are some key elements of aeronautical decision-making (ADM)?

A3: ADM involves assessing risks and making safe, timely decisions. Key elements include:

Recognizing hazardous situations1.
Making risk assessments2.
Planning and executing appropriate actions3.
Continual situational awareness4.



Using effective communication and teamwork (if applicable)5.

Q4: How should a pilot respond if weather conditions deteriorate unexpectedly during a flight?

A4: The pilot should:

Maintain situational awareness1.
Consult updated weather information2.
Declare an emergency if necessary3.
Consider options such as diverting to an alternate airport, returning to the departure point, or holding until4.
conditions improve
Use good judgment and avoid pushing into unsafe conditions5.

Weather Interpretation

Q5: What are the basic weather sources a pilot should consult before and during flight?

A5: Pilots should review:

Aviation weather reports (METARs and TAFs)1.
Weather briefings via FAA-approved sources (e.g., DUATS, ForeFlight)2.
NEXRAD radar images3.

-PIREPs (pilot reports)

Winds and temperature aloft forecasts1.
NOTAMs for current advisories on airspace or airport conditions2.

Q6: How do you interpret a METAR that states: "KJFK 251956Z 18015KT 10SM SCT025 BKN050 25/17 A2982"?

A6: This METAR reports for JFK airport:

Observation taken on the 25th at 1956 UTC1.
Wind from 180° at 15 knots2.
Visibility 10 statute miles3.
Scattered clouds at 2,500 feet4.
Broken clouds at 5,000 feet5.
Temperature 25°C, dew point 17°C6.
Altimeter setting 29.82 inches of mercury7.

Practical Tips for Acing Your BFR

Review the FAA's Pilot Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge thoroughly.1.
Stay current on local airspace rules and recent FAA updates.2.
Practice your flying skills in a variety of scenarios, including stalls, slow flight, and emergency procedures.3.
Prepare documentation: bring your pilot certificate, medical certificate, logbook, and any recent flight reviews or4.
endorsements.
Be honest and open with your instructor or examiner—it's an opportunity to identify areas for improvement.5.
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Additional Resources and Study Aids

FAA’s Airman Certification Standards (ACS)1.
FAA’s Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge2.
Current FAA Advisory Circulars3.
Online practice quizzes from reputable pilot training sites4.
Local flight schools for refresher lessons5.

Final Thoughts

The biennial flight review questions and answers serve as a vital tool for pilots to stay sharp and compliant with FAA
regulations. Remember, the purpose of the review is not just to pass but to ensure you're flying safely and
confidently. Approach your review with preparation and a positive attitude, and view it as an opportunity to refresh
your knowledge, hone your skills, and reaffirm your commitment to safe flying practices.

By understanding the common questions and their answers, and by staying engaged with ongoing pilot education,
you'll be well-positioned to navigate your BFR smoothly and continue enjoying the freedom of flight responsibly. Safe
skies!

Questions & Answers About biennial flight review questions and
answers

No Question Answer

1 What is the purpose of a biennial flight
review (BFR)?

The purpose of a BFR is to ensure that pilots maintain their flying
skills and knowledge, and to verify they are current and capable to
safely operate an aircraft.

2 How often is a biennial flight review
required for pilots?

A BFR is required every 24 calendar months for pilots to remain
current to carry passengers or act as pilot-in-command.

3 What are the typical components
included in a biennial flight review?

A BFR typically includes a flight portion with a certified flight
instructor (CFI) and a knowledge review covering regulations,
procedures, and safety topics.

4 Can a pilot complete a biennial flight
review in an aircraft different from their
usual aircraft?

Yes, as long as the aircraft is of appropriate category and class,
and the CFI is qualified in that aircraft type, the review can be
completed in a different aircraft.

5 What happens if a pilot does not
complete their biennial flight review on
time?

If a pilot does not complete the BFR within the 24-month period,
they are no longer current to carry passengers or act as pilot-in-
command until the review is completed.

6 Is a biennial flight review the same as
a recurrent training or checkride?

No, a BFR is generally less formal and less comprehensive than a
checkride; it is designed to verify currency and knowledge rather
than testing for a new certification.



7 Can a pilot use a flight review
completed in a different aircraft
category to satisfy current
requirements?

No, a flight review must be completed in the same category and
class of aircraft that the pilot intends to operate, unless approved
otherwise by the FAA.

8 What documentation is required to
prove completion of a biennial flight
review?

The pilot's logbook or the instructor's logbook endorsement serves
as documentation of successful completion of the BFR.

9 Are there any exemptions or special
considerations for certain pilots
regarding BFRs?

Pilots with specific medical exemptions or certain types of pilot
certificates may have different requirements; always check current
FAA regulations for individual circumstances.

10 Can a pilot complete a BFR remotely
or through online training?

No, the flight review must include an actual flight with a certified
flight instructor; online or remote training alone does not satisfy FAA
requirements.
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