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John Deere Broadcast Spreader
Settings Chart

john deere broadcast spreader settings chart is an essential resource for lawn care
professionals and homeowners alike who aim to achieve optimal results when fertilizing,
seeding, or applying other lawn treatments. Accurate settings ensure even distribution,
prevent waste, and promote healthy, lush lawns. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore
everything you need to know about John Deere broadcast spreader settings, including how to
use the settings chart effectively, factors influencing spreader adjustments, and tips for
achieving the best results.

Understanding John Deere Broadcast Spreaders

What Is a Broadcast Spreader?

A broadcast spreader, also known as a rotary spreader, is a lawn equipment used to distribute
granular products such as fertilizer, seed, or lime evenly across a large area. It works by
rotating an impeller that throws the material outward in a wide pattern, covering the lawn
efficiently.

Features of John Deere Broadcast Spreaders

John Deere broadcast spreaders are renowned for their durability, ease of use, and precise
application. Common features include: - Adjustable flow rates - Variable setting dials or levers
- Large-capacity hopper - Durable wheels for maneuverability - Compatibility with various
granular materials Understanding these features helps users optimize their spreader settings
for different applications.

The Importance of Correct Settings

Proper spreader settings are crucial because: - They ensure uniform application of materials. -
They prevent over-application, which can damage the lawn. - They minimize waste and save
costs. - They help achieve desired turf growth and health. Incorrect settings may lead to
patchy lawns, runoff, or uneven seed distribution, making it vital to refer to the appropriate
settings chart.

John Deere Broadcast Spreader Settings Chart

What Is the Spread Settings Chart?

A spread settings chart provides recommended dial or lever positions based on the type and
rate of material being applied. For John Deere spreaders, these charts are typically specific to



the model and may vary depending on the product used.

Common Material Types and Corresponding Settings

Different materials require different settings for optimal coverage. The chart often categorizes
settings based on: - Fertilizer (by particle size) - Lime - Seed - Other granular amendments
Below is a general overview of typical settings for common materials:

Fertilizer: Settings range from 3 to 14 depending on particle size and desired application1.
rate.
Lime: Usually higher settings, around 12-14, due to larger particle size.2.
Seed: Settings generally lower, around 4-8, to prevent over-seeding.3.

Note: Always refer to your specific John Deere spreader model’s manual or official chart for
precise settings.

How to Use the John Deere Broadcast Spreader Settings
Chart

Step-by-Step Guide

Identify the Material: Determine what you are applying—fertilizer, seed, lime, etc.1.
Check the Particle Size: Fine, medium, or coarse particles influence the setting choice.2.
Consult the Settings Chart: Find the recommended setting for your material and desired3.
application rate.
Adjust the Spreader: Turn the dial or lever on your spreader to the recommended setting.4.
Test the Application: Perform a small test run on a non-visible area to verify coverage.5.
Adjust if Necessary: Fine-tune the setting based on test results to achieve even coverage.6.
Apply in Overlapping Passes: Walk in straight lines, overlapping slightly to ensure7.
uniform coverage.

Tips for Accurate Settings

- Always calibrate your spreader before use, especially if applying large quantities. - Use a
scale or measuring device to verify application rates. - Keep notes of settings used for future
reference. - Recheck settings when switching materials or changing application rates.

Factors Affecting Spreader Settings

Several factors can influence the correct spreader setting, including:

1. Material Particle Size

Finer particles tend to flow more easily and may require lower settings, while coarser particles
may need higher settings for proper distribution.
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2. Application Rate

Desired coverage rate impacts the setting; higher application rates necessitate higher settings.

3. Spreader Model and Condition

Different John Deere models may have slight variations. Worn or damaged parts can also affect
spread patterns.

4. Speed of Application

Walking speed influences the amount of material dispensed; slower speeds may require
adjusting the setting downward.

5. Material Moisture Content

Moist materials tend to clump and may flow less freely, requiring adjustments.

Calibrating Your John Deere Broadcast Spreader

Calibration is vital to ensure that your spreader setting matches the intended application rate.
Here's how to calibrate your spreader:

Calibration Steps

Fill the hopper with the material you plan to apply.1.
Set the spreader to the recommended setting from the chart.2.
Mark a known distance on your lawn (e.g., 10 feet).3.
Apply the material over this distance, walking at your normal pace.4.
Collect and weigh the amount of material dispensed over the distance.5.
Calculate the application rate and compare it to your desired rate.6.
Adjust the spreader setting accordingly and repeat until calibration is accurate.7.

Regular calibration ensures consistency and efficiency in lawn care.

Additional Tips for Using Your John Deere Broadcast
Spreader Effectively

Apply in Good Weather: Windy or rainy conditions can affect distribution; choose calm,1.
dry days.
Maintain Your Spreader: Clean after each use and inspect for wear to maintain accurate2.
operation.
Use Proper Technique: Walk at a steady pace and overlap passes slightly for even3.
coverage.
Store Properly: Keep the spreader in a dry, sheltered place to prevent rust and damage.4.
Follow Manufacturer Recommendations: Always adhere to the guidelines provided in5.



your model's manual and the spread settings chart.

Common Troubleshooting and Solutions

Uneven Distribution

- Check for clogs or blockages in the hopper or impeller. - Ensure the spreader is calibrated
correctly. - Verify material particle size compatibility.

Material Not Dispensing

- Clean the spreader thoroughly. - Adjust the flow rate setting. - Inspect for worn or damaged
parts.

Over-application or Under-application

- Re-calibrate using a test area. - Adjust the setting based on calibration results. - Confirm
walking speed is consistent.

Conclusion

The john deere broadcast spreader settings chart is an invaluable tool for achieving
precise, efficient, and effective lawn treatments. Whether applying fertilizer, seed, or lime,
understanding how to interpret and utilize the settings chart ensures your lawn receives the
right amount of material for healthy growth. Remember to calibrate your spreader regularly,
consider the influencing factors, and follow best practices for application. With careful
attention to settings and technique, you can enjoy a lush, vibrant lawn that enhances your
property's beauty and value. For specific model settings and detailed charts, always refer to
your John Deere spreader manual or official resources. Proper knowledge and application will
help you maximize your lawn care efforts while minimizing waste and potential damage.

John Deere Broadcast Spreader Settings Chart: A Comprehensive Guide to Precision Fertilizer
and Seed Application When it comes to achieving optimal lawn health, garden productivity, or
field crop yields, the accuracy of your spreader settings plays a pivotal role. Among the most
trusted brands in agricultural and lawn care equipment, John Deere has established a
reputation for durability, precision, and innovation. Central to their offerings are broadcast
spreaders—tools designed to distribute fertilizer, seed, or other granular materials evenly over
large areas. To maximize efficiency and minimize waste, understanding the John Deere
broadcast spreader settings chart is essential. This guide provides an in-depth look into how to
interpret, utilize, and customize these settings for best results.

Understanding the Importance of Correct Spread
Settings

Before diving into specifics, it's crucial to grasp why proper spreader settings matter: -
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Uniform Application: Ensures even distribution of materials, promoting healthy growth and
avoiding patchy lawns or uneven crop fields. - Material Efficiency: Prevents over-application
that can lead to runoff, environmental harm, or wasted product. - Cost Savings: Accurate
settings reduce the need for re-application, saving money on materials and labor. - Regulatory
Compliance: Following recommended application rates helps adhere to environmental and
safety regulations.

Components of the John Deere Broadcast Spreader

To effectively use the spreader settings chart, understanding your spreader's components is
vital: - Adjustment Lever/Slider: Alters the opening size of the hopper, controlling flow rate. -
Flow Rate Control: Determines how much material is released per unit time. - Spread Width:
The width of coverage per pass, influenced by the setting. - Calibration: The process of
verifying and adjusting the spreader to match the recommended settings for specific materials.

Deciphering the John Deere Broadcast Spreader
Settings Chart

The core of effective application lies in correctly interpreting the spreader settings chart.
Typically, the chart provides: - Material Type: Fertilizer, seed, lime, or other granular
products. - Application Rate: Pounds or kilograms per 1,000 square feet or acres. - Spreader
Setting: A number or letter indicating the recommended adjustment. - Spread Width: The
coverage width per pass, often provided for reference. - Calibration Data: Additional notes on
how to calibrate for specific materials. Sample Chart Structure: | Material Type | Application
Rate (lb/1,000 sq ft) | Spreader Setting | Spread Width (ft) | Notes | |||||| | Lawn Fertilizer | 1.0
| 3 | 10 | Use calibration for accuracy | | Grass Seed | 0.5 | 2 | 8 | Mix with soil for best
germination | | Lime | 1.5 | 4 | 12 | Apply in dry weather |

How to Use the Settings Chart Effectively

To get the most out of the chart, follow these steps: Step 1: Identify Your Material - Check the
label or product instructions for recommended application rates. - Confirm the material type
matches one listed in the chart. Step 2: Determine Your Desired Application Rate - Decide how
much material per 1,000 sq ft or per acre you need. - Use the chart to find the corresponding
spreader setting. Step 3: Adjust the Spreader - Set the adjustment lever to the recommended
setting. - For older models, this might involve turning a dial; for newer ones, adjusting a slider
or digital control. Step 4: Calibrate the Spreader Calibration ensures your spreader delivers
the correct amount: - Measure a test area (e.g., 100 sq ft). - Run the spreader over this area at
the set adjustment. - Weigh the material dispensed. - Calculate the actual application rate. -
Adjust the setting accordingly if there's a discrepancy. Calibration Formula: \[ \text{Actual
Rate} = \frac{\text{Material Weight (grams)}}{\text{Test Area (sq ft)}} \times 1000 \] Step 5:
Record and Repeat - Once calibrated, record the setting and calibration results. - Use these
settings consistently for uniform application across the entire area.



Customizing Settings for Different Materials

Different products behave uniquely within the spreader: - Granular Fertilizer: Larger particles
may require a lower setting to prevent clumping. - Seed: Fine particles tend to flow more
easily; settings may need to be adjusted downward. - Lime or Soil Amendments: Heavier
materials might necessitate a higher setting or slower spread rate. Tips for customization: -
Always calibrate when switching materials. - Adjust for material moisture content—damp
materials tend to flow less. - Consider wind conditions; windy days may require adjustments to
prevent over-application.

Understanding Spread Width and Its Impact

Spread width varies based on setting, material, and equipment: - Wider Spread Widths: Cover
more area per pass but may reduce application precision. - Narrower Spread Widths: Offer
more control but require more passes. Factors affecting spread width: - Setting Adjustment:
Higher settings typically increase spread width. - Material Characteristics: Finer materials
tend to spread wider. - Speed of Operation: Moving faster may require different settings to
maintain application rate.

Advanced Tips for Optimal Use

- Regular Calibration: Seasonally or after changing materials to maintain accuracy. - Cleaning
After Use: Prevents clogging and ensures consistent flow. - Weather Consideration: Avoid
applying before rain or on windy days to prevent runoff and uneven distribution. - Use of
Markings: Some spreaders have visual markings; cross-reference these with the settings chart.
- Layering Applications: For large areas, multiple passes with adjusted settings can improve
coverage uniformity.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

- Ignoring Calibration: Relying solely on chart recommendations without calibration can lead
to over- or under-application. - Incorrect Material Identification: Using the wrong settings for
different materials results in uneven coverage. - Neglecting Weather Factors: Wind and
moisture can alter how materials spread, necessitating adjustments. - Overlooking
Maintenance: Dirty or damaged spreaders can cause inconsistent flow and inaccurate
application.

Benefits of Using the John Deere Broadcast Spreader
Settings Chart

- Enhanced Precision: Ensures materials are applied at the correct rate. - Time Efficiency:
Reduces the need for repeated passes or reapplications. - Cost Effectiveness: Minimizes
material waste and labor costs. - Environmental Responsibility: Prevents runoff and over-
fertilization, protecting nearby water sources. - Ease of Use: Provides clear guidance, making
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it accessible for both amateurs and professionals.

Conclusion: Mastering Your John Deere Broadcast
Spreader

Achieving optimal results with your broadcast spreader hinges on understanding and correctly
applying the settings outlined in the John Deere broadcast spreader settings chart. By
familiarizing yourself with your equipment, calibrating regularly, and tailoring your application
approach to specific materials and environmental conditions, you can ensure your lawn or field
receives the precise treatment it needs. This not only promotes healthier growth and higher
yields but also fosters responsible land stewardship. Remember, the key to success lies in
careful planning, consistent calibration, and attentive adjustments. Equip yourself with the
right knowledge, and your John Deere broadcast spreader will become an invaluable tool in
your land management arsenal.

Questions & Answers About john deere broadcast
spreader settings chart

N
o

Question Answer

1 How do I find the correct John
Deere broadcast spreader
settings for different types of
fertilizer?

Refer to the John Deere broadcast spreader settings
chart included in your user manual or on the
manufacturer's website. It provides specific settings
based on fertilizer type and application rate to ensure
accurate spreading.

2 Can I adjust the John Deere
broadcast spreader settings for
different materials like seed or
lime?

Yes, the settings can be adjusted according to the
material being spread. Use the spreader settings chart
to select the appropriate notch or setting for each
material to achieve even coverage.

3 Where can I find a printable
John Deere broadcast spreader
settings chart?

You can find printable charts on the official John Deere
website, in your equipment manual, or by contacting
your local John Deere dealer for guidance.

4 Are there any tips for
calibrating my John Deere
broadcast spreader using the
settings chart?

Yes, always start with the recommended settings from
the chart, perform a test spread on a known area, and
adjust accordingly to ensure your application rate
matches the target coverage.

5 How often should I check and
recalibrate my John Deere
broadcast spreader settings?

It's advisable to check and recalibrate your spreader
before each use or if you switch materials, to maintain
accurate application and prevent waste.

6 Does the John Deere broadcast
spreader settings chart vary
between different models?

Yes, different John Deere broadcast spreader models
may have unique settings. Always refer to the specific
chart for your model to ensure proper calibration.

7 What should I do if my John
Deere spreader isn't spreading
evenly despite using the
recommended settings?

Check for any mechanical issues, ensure the spreader
is clean and properly maintained, and verify that
you're using the correct settings for your material.
Recalibrate if necessary.
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