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Terrible Things An Allegory Of The
Holocaust By Eve Bunting

terrible things an allegory of the holocaust by eve bunting Eve Bunting's Terrible Things: An Allegory of
the Holocaust is a powerful and poignant children's picture book that uses allegory to explore the devastating
events of the Holocaust. Through simple yet compelling storytelling, Bunting aims to introduce young readers to
the concepts of prejudice, discrimination, and the importance of compassion. This article provides a
comprehensive analysis of the themes, symbolism, and educational significance of Bunting’s work, offering
insights into how the book serves as an allegory of one of history’s darkest periods.

Understanding the Context of Terrible Things

The Purpose of the Book

Eve Bunting wrote Terrible Things to serve as an accessible introduction to the Holocaust for children.
Recognizing the sensitive nature of the topic, Bunting employs allegory—using animals and a narrative that
simplifies complex historical realities—to foster understanding and empathy among young readers. Her goal is
to: - Educate children about the dangers of prejudice and intolerance. - Encourage reflection on moral choices
and the consequences of silence. - Promote themes of kindness and standing against injustice.

The Use of Allegory in Children's Literature

Allegory is a literary device where characters and events symbolize broader moral or political messages. In
Terrible Things, Bunting uses animals to represent different groups involved in or affected by the Holocaust,
allowing children to grasp the concepts without being overwhelmed by graphic details. This approach: - Makes
complex historical events more relatable. - Provides a safe space for children to process difficult topics. -
Encourages discussions about morality and human rights.

Key Themes Explored in Terrible Things

Prejudice and Discrimination

At the heart of the story is the emergence of prejudice among the animals, which mirrors societal attitudes
leading up to the Holocaust. The animals’ initial indifference or acceptance of the "Terrible Things" reflects how
societal complacency can enable injustice. Main points: - The animals’ refusal to stand up against the predator
symbolizes the silence of bystanders. - The gradual exclusion and persecution of certain animals demonstrate
how prejudice develops and spreads. - The story highlights the importance of recognizing and challenging
prejudice early.

Silence and Bystander Effect

A critical message in the book is the danger of silence in the face of injustice. When the animals see the predator



(representing the Nazi regime) taking others, they choose to ignore or accept it, exemplifying the bystander
effect. Lessons: - Silence can be as harmful as active participation. - Moral courage is necessary to oppose evil. -
Encouraging children to speak out against injustice is vital.

Loss and Tragedy

The gradual disappearance of the animals symbolizes the tragic consequences of unchecked hatred and
prejudice. The story’s somber tone emphasizes the devastating human toll of the Holocaust. Key points: - The
story depicts how intolerance leads to loss of life and community. - It underscores the importance of empathy and
compassion. - The narrative serves as a reminder that silence and inaction have consequences.

Hope and Resistance

Despite the grim circumstances, Bunting’s allegory subtly suggests the possibility of resistance and hope
through the animals’ eventual realization and the call for change. Insights: - Recognizing injustice is the first step
toward combating it. - Courageous individuals can make a difference. - The story encourages children to stand
against hate.

Symbolism and Characters in Terrible Things

The Animals as Allegorical Figures

Each animal in the story symbolizes different groups or societal roles: - The Birds: Represent innocent
bystanders who observe but do not intervene. - The Small Animals: Symbolize vulnerable groups targeted by
prejudice. - The Predator: Embodies the Nazi regime or evil forces that commit atrocities. - The Larger Animals:
Could represent authority figures or societal leaders who either condone or oppose injustice.

The "Terrible Things"

The "Terrible Things" are a metaphor for the destructive policies and actions of the Holocaust. They symbolize: -
The rise of hatred. - The systematic persecution of Jews, Romani people, disabled individuals, and others. - The
dehumanization process that allowed atrocities to occur.

Illustrations and Mood

Bunting’s illustrations are subdued and somber, reinforcing the serious tone of the story. The use of muted colors
and simple shapes helps focus attention on the narrative’s moral lessons, while the depiction of the animals’
growing fear and loss emphasizes the tragedy.

Educational Significance of Terrible Things

For Teachers and Parents

Terrible Things serves as a valuable resource for educators and parents to: - Initiate age-appropriate
discussions about the Holocaust. - Teach moral lessons about kindness, courage, and standing against
injustice. - Promote empathy and critical thinking skills. Discussion tips: - Use the allegory to explain historical
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facts. - Encourage children to reflect on the importance of moral choices. - Address questions with honesty,
tailored to the child's age and understanding.

Incorporating the Book into Curriculum

The book can be integrated into lessons on: - World history and ethics. - Human rights education. - Literature
and symbolism. Activities can include: - Drawing or storytelling exercises based on the allegory. - Role-playing
scenarios to practice moral decision-making. - Group discussions on how to stand up against prejudice today.

Limitations and Considerations

While Terrible Things is a powerful educational tool, it is essential to: - Provide additional context about the
Holocaust as children mature. - Be sensitive to the child's emotional response. - Balance the story with stories of
hope, resistance, and resilience.

Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of Terrible Things

Eve Bunting’s Terrible Things remains a significant work in children’s literature for its ability to communicate
complex historical and moral lessons through allegory. Its focus on themes of prejudice, silence, loss, and hope
serves as an essential foundation for teaching young minds about human rights and moral responsibility. By
using animals as stand-ins for human characters, Bunting makes the story accessible and impactful,
encouraging children to recognize the importance of compassion and courage. As a tool for education, the book
inspires reflection on the past and motivates young readers to stand against injustice in their own communities.
In a world still grappling with prejudice and hatred, Terrible Things continues to be a relevant and vital story,
reminding us all of the terrible consequences of silence and indifference—and the power of empathy and
resistance to create a better future. Keywords: Eve Bunting, Terrible Things, Holocaust allegory, children's
literature, prejudice, discrimination, moral education, empathy, bystander effect, historical awareness,
resistance, human rights

Terrible Things an Allegory of the Holocaust by Eve Bunting offers a poignant, thought-provoking exploration of
one of history’s darkest chapters through the lens of allegory and metaphor. This powerful picture book uses
simple, accessible language and evocative illustrations to convey complex themes related to prejudice,
authoritarianism, and the devastating consequences of inaction. Understanding the depth and nuances of the
book’s allegory can deepen appreciation for its educational value, emotional impact, and role in fostering
empathy among young readers.

Introduction: The Power of Allegory in Children's Literature

Eve Bunting’s Terrible Things functions as a potent allegory of the Holocaust, making an abstract and historically
complex event accessible to children and adults alike. Allegory, as a literary device, allows authors to depict real-
world tragedies through symbolic narratives that highlight moral lessons without overwhelming young audiences.
In this context, Bunting employs animals and a narrative of societal complacency to mirror the rise of tyranny,
persecution, and genocide.

Understanding the Allegory: Animals as Symbols of Humanity

At the core of Terrible Things are animals that represent different segments of society. These animals are not



named specifically but serve as archetypes, embodying various human roles and responses during the
Holocaust.

The Animals and Their Symbolic Roles

The Small Animals: Often depicted as vulnerable and powerless, these animals symbolize the persecuted1.
groups—Jews, Romani people, disabled individuals, and others targeted by the Nazi regime.

The Larger or Stronger Animals: These may represent the bystanders, collaborators, or those with more1.
power who choose indifference or silence.

The Predatory Animals: Occasionally depicted as the "terrible things," these symbolize the Nazis and other1.
perpetrators of violence, embodying brutality, cruelty, and dehumanization.

The Narrative Arc and Its Allegorical Significance

The story follows a community of animals who observe the arrival of the "Terrible Things." Initially, the animals
hide or deny the danger, choosing silence or inaction out of fear or complacency. As the "Terrible Things" grow
more aggressive, the animals’ inaction leads to destruction and loss, illustrating how societal indifference can
facilitate atrocities.

Key Themes and "Terrible Things" in the Allegory

The Danger of Silence and Inaction1.

One of the most critical lessons in Terrible Things is how silence and refusal to speak out enable evil to flourish.
The animals’ reluctance to confront the "Terrible Things" reflects the real-world failure of communities and
individuals to oppose oppressive regimes.

Implication: When good people remain silent in the face of injustice, they inadvertently allow atrocities to1.
happen.
Lesson: Courage and moral responsibility are vital in resisting evil.2.

The Role of Bystanders and Cowardice1.

The animals in the story symbolize bystanders—those who observe injustice but choose not to intervene. The
narrative emphasizes that passivity can be as harmful as active participation.

Implication: Bystanders play a crucial role in either enabling or resisting tyranny.1.
Lesson: Moral courage entails speaking up and taking action, even when it’s uncomfortable.2.

The Dehumanization of Victims1.

The allegory demonstrates how perpetrators dehumanize their victims, making violence more palatable or
justified in their eyes. The animals, as sentient beings, evoke empathy; their suffering underscores the tragedy of
dehumanization.

Implication: Recognizing the humanity in others is essential to combating hatred.1.
Lesson: Dehumanization is a dangerous step toward genocide.2.

The Consequences of Complacency1.

Throughout the story, the animals’ repeated refusal to acknowledge the danger leads to inevitable catastrophe.
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This mirrors societal complacency during the Holocaust, where many people failed to act or resist.

Implication: Complacency can be deadly.1.
Lesson: Vigilance and moral responsibility are necessary to prevent future atrocities.2.

Critical Analysis of Terrible Things as an Allegory

Strengths of the Allegory

Accessibility: The simple language and gentle illustrations make a heavy subject approachable for children.1.
Universality: The themes of silence, fear, and moral responsibility are applicable across different contexts and2.
eras.
Emotional Impact: The allegory evokes empathy, encouraging readers to reflect on moral choices.3.

Limitations and Considerations

Abstract Nature: Some critics argue that the animal allegory may oversimplify the complexities of the1.
Holocaust.
Potential Misinterpretation: Young children might interpret the story as purely fictional, missing the real-world2.
implications.
Need for Contextualization: Educators and parents should provide guidance to contextualize the allegory3.
within actual history.

Using Terrible Things as an Educational Tool

Discussion Topics for Facilitators

What do the animals symbolize?1.
How do the animals’ actions or inactions reflect real-world responses to injustice?2.
Why is silence sometimes dangerous?3.
How can we learn from this story to prevent similar tragedies?4.

Suggested Activities

Role-Playing: Students act out different animals’ perspectives, discussing their feelings and choices.1.
Creative Writing: Write a story or poem from the viewpoint of one of the animals.2.
Debate: Discuss the responsibilities of bystanders and how individuals can take action.3.

Complementary Resources

Historical accounts of the Holocaust suitable for children1.
Other allegorical works addressing social justice and morality2.
Discussions about current events involving human rights violations3.

Final Reflections: The Lasting Impact of Eve Bunting’s Terrible Things

Eve Bunting’s Terrible Things remains a compelling and vital work that uses allegory to teach moral lessons
about the dangers of silence, complacency, and hatred. Its enduring relevance lies in its ability to evoke empathy
and moral reflection, making complex historical atrocities comprehensible and emotionally resonant for readers
of all ages.

By engaging with this allegory thoughtfully, educators and parents can help foster a new generation that



recognizes the importance of standing against injustice, understanding the devastating consequences when
society turns a blind eye. The "terrible things" depicted in the story serve as a stark reminder of the importance of
moral courage and the enduring need to remember and learn from history’s darkest moments.

Questions & Answers About terrible things an allegory of the
holocaust by eve bunting

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of 'Terrible
Things: An Allegory of the Holocaust'
by Eve Bunting?

The main theme is the danger of silence and complacency in the
face of evil, illustrating how the persecution of innocent beings
can happen when bystanders do nothing, using allegory to depict
the Holocaust.

2 How does Eve Bunting use allegory
in 'Terrible Things' to represent the
Holocaust?

Bunting uses animals representing different groups to symbolize
the victims and perpetrators of the Holocaust, illustrating the rise
of evil and the consequences of ignoring injustice through a
simple, powerful allegorical story.

3 What lessons can children learn from
'Terrible Things' about standing up
against evil?

Children can learn the importance of bravery, speaking out
against injustice, and recognizing the dangers of silence and
indifference in the face of evil, as shown through the animals'
experiences.

4 Why is 'Terrible Things' considered
an effective teaching tool about the
Holocaust?

Because it uses simple language and allegory to communicate
complex themes of persecution, moral responsibility, and the
consequences of silence, making it accessible and impactful for
young readers.

5 Are there any criticisms of 'Terrible
Things' in its portrayal of the
Holocaust?

Some critics argue that the allegorical approach simplifies the
Holocaust's complexities and may overlook the specific historical
details, but it remains effective for teaching moral lessons to
children.

6 How does Eve Bunting's writing style
in 'Terrible Things' enhance its
message?

Her straightforward language, vivid imagery, and use of animals
as characters make the story engaging and memorable,
reinforcing the importance of moral awareness and empathy.

7 In what ways can educators use
'Terrible Things' to discuss the
Holocaust with students?

Educators can use the story as an entry point to discuss themes
of morality, the importance of standing up against injustice, and
the historical context of the Holocaust, adapting the discussion to
the age level of students.

8 What age group is 'Terrible Things'
most appropriate for, and why?

The book is most suitable for elementary school children, as its
simple language and allegory make complex historical and moral
issues accessible without overwhelming young readers.

9 How does 'Terrible Things' help
children understand the importance
of moral responsibility?

By illustrating how the animals' silence and inaction led to
tragedy, the story emphasizes that everyone has a moral duty to
oppose evil and speak out against injustice.

10 Has 'Terrible Things' received any
awards or recognition for its impact?

While it may not have specific awards, the book is widely
recognized in educational circles for its powerful message and is
frequently used in classrooms to teach about the Holocaust and
moral courage.
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