Phillips Exeter Courses Of Instruction

Phillips Exeter Courses of Instruction: A Comprehensive Guide

Phillips Exeter Courses of Instruction represent a cornerstone of the school's esteemed academic tradition. As one of the
most prestigious preparatory schools in the United States, Phillips Exeter Academy has cultivated a reputation for academic
excellence, innovative teaching methods, and a rigorous curriculum designed to prepare students for success in college and
beyond. Central to this mission are the diverse and comprehensive courses of instruction offered across various disciplines,
enabling students to explore their interests deeply while developing critical thinking, analytical skills, and a lifelong love of
learning. In this article, we will explore the various facets of Phillips Exeter's courses of instruction, including their structure,
unique features, and how they contribute to the school's mission of fostering intellectual growth and leadership. Whether you're
a prospective student, parent, educator, or education enthusiast, understanding Exeter’s curriculum offers valuable insights into
one of America's leading academic institutions.

Overview of Phillips Exeter Academy’s Academic Philosophy

Before delving into specific courses, it's essential to understand Exeter's overarching academic philosophy. The school
emphasizes: - Rigorous Academic Standards: Challenging coursework that pushes students to excel. - Holistic Education:
Developing not only academic skills but also character, leadership, and social responsibility. - Inquiry-Based Learning:
Encouraging curiosity, questioning, and active engagement with material. - Small Class Sizes: Typically 10-12 students per class
to foster personalized instruction and meaningful discussions. - Faculty Expertise: Experienced teachers dedicated to mentorship
and academic excellence. These principles underpin every course offered at Exeter, ensuring that students receive a
comprehensive and stimulating education.
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Structure of Phillips Exeter Courses of Instruction

The courses at Phillips Exeter are organized into a broad range of disciplines, including humanities, sciences, mathematics,
languages, arts, and interdisciplinary studies. The curriculum is designed to be flexible, allowing students to tailor their academic
journey based on interests and future aspirations. Core Academic Disciplines 1. English and Literature 2. Mathematics 3. Science
(Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Environmental Science) 4. History and Social Studies 5. Languages (including Spanish, French,
Chinese, Latin, and more) 6. Arts (Visual Arts, Music, Theater) 7. Electives and Interdisciplinary Studies Course Levels and
Offerings Exeter offers courses at multiple levels, including: - Advanced Placement (AP) Courses: Recognized nationally for
rigorous standards. - Honors Courses: For students seeking an additional challenge. - Standard Courses: Designed to meet
college preparatory standards. - Electives and Specialized Classes: Providing opportunities for exploration and specialization.
Innovative Learning Opportunities - Seminars and Workshops: Focused on specific themes or skills. - Independent Study:
Allowing students to pursue personalized projects under faculty supervision. - Harkness Method: A distinctive discussion-based
teaching approach that promotes student engagement and collaborative learning.

Highlights of Key Courses of Instruction at Phillips Exeter

Each discipline at Exeter offers a variety of courses that reflect the school's commitment to academic rigor and innovation.

English and Literature

Exeter's English program emphasizes close reading, critical analysis, and creative expression. Courses include: - Introduction to
Literature: Exploring classic and contemporary works. - Advanced Literary Analysis: Deep dives into specific genres or authors. -
Creative Writing: Developing storytelling, poetry, and personal voice. - AP English Literature and Composition: Preparing students
for college-level literary analysis.

Mathematics

Mathematics courses are designed to build strong foundational skills and foster mathematical reasoning: - Algebra and



Geometry: Foundational courses for all students. - Pre-Calculus and Calculus: For students aiming for college-level math. -
Statistics and Data Analysis: Emphasizing real-world applications. - Mathematical Modeling: Encouraging problem-solving in
complex scenarios.

Science

Exeter offers a comprehensive science curriculum: - Biology: Covering cellular biology, genetics, ecology. - Chemistry: From
atomic structure to chemical reactions. - Physics: Mechanics, electromagnetism, modern physics. - Environmental Science:
Addressing ecological and sustainability issues. - Research Seminars: Hands-on experiments and projects.

History and Social Studies

These courses foster understanding of historical contexts and contemporary issues: - World History: From ancient civilizations to
modern times. - U.S. History: In-depth exploration of American history. - Government and Politics: Civic engagement and political
science. - Economics: Micro and macroeconomic principles. - Ethics and Philosophy: Critical thinking about moral issues.

Languages

Language courses at Exeter are immersive and communicative: - Spanish, French, Chinese, Latin: Various levels from beginner
to advanced. - Language and Culture Seminars: Focused on cultural understanding and linguistic proficiency. - AP Language
Courses: For mastery and college credit.

Arts and Performing Arts

Creative courses foster artistic expression: - Visual Arts: Drawing, painting, sculpture. - Music: Composition, performance, music
theory. - Theater Arts: Acting, stage design, production. - Digital Arts and Photography: Modern media skills.
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Unique Features of Exeter’s Courses of Instruction

Several aspects distinguish Exeter’s curriculum: Harkness Teaching Method - Student-Centered Discussions: Classes are
conducted around an oval table, encouraging dialogue. - Active Participation: Students lead discussions, fostering confidence
and leadership. - Collaborative Learning: Emphasizes collective inquiry over rote memorization. Interdisciplinary and Experiential
Learning - Project-Based Courses: Combining multiple disciplines. - Field Studies and Internships: Real-world applications. -
Research Opportunities: Independent projects with faculty mentorship. Emphasis on Diversity and Inclusion - Courses that
examine global perspectives, cultural competency, and social justice issues. - Language programs promoting multicultural
understanding. Technology Integration - Use of digital tools to enhance learning. - Virtual labs, multimedia presentations, and
online resources. College Preparation and AP Courses - Strong emphasis on college readiness. - AP courses aligned with College
Board standards, providing college credit opportunities.

How Phillips Exeter Courses of Instruction Prepare Students for the
Future

The rigorous and diverse curriculum at Exeter equips students with: - Critical Thinking Skills: Analyzing complex issues and
forming reasoned arguments. - Effective Communication: Articulating ideas clearly in writing and speech. - Research and Inquiry
Abilities: Conducting independent investigations. - Adaptability and Creativity: Navigating new challenges and thinking
innovatively. - Global Awareness: Appreciating diverse perspectives and cultures. These skills are highly valued in higher
education and the modern workforce, making Exeter graduates competitive applicants and capable leaders.

Conclusion

The Phillips Exeter Courses of Instruction embody the school's commitment to academic excellence, innovative teaching,
and holistic development. Through a rich array of courses spanning disciplines and levels, Exeter provides an environment where
students are challenged, inspired, and prepared for the complexities of the future. Whether through the distinctive Harkness
method, interdisciplinary projects, or extensive extracurricular offerings, Exeter’s curriculum fosters intellectual curiosity,



leadership, and social responsibility. Aspiring students and their families can trust that enrolling in Exeter means engaging with a
thoughtfully crafted academic program designed to nurture the whole person and empower them to make meaningful
contributions to society. Keywords: Phillips Exeter, Exeter courses, Exeter curriculum, Exeter Academy academics, Harkness
method, college preparatory, AP courses, interdisciplinary studies, rigorous education, student-centered learning

Phillips Exeter Courses of Instruction: An In-Depth Exploration When considering elite preparatory education, Phillips Exeter
Academy stands out as a beacon of academic excellence and comprehensive student development. Central to the Exeter
experience is its rigorous and diverse Courses of Instruction, which are meticulously designed to foster critical thinking,
intellectual curiosity, and lifelong learning. In this article, we delve into the structure, philosophy, and offerings of Phillips
Exeter's courses, providing an expert perspective on what makes their curriculum a benchmark for secondary education
worldwide.

Understanding the Philosophy Behind Exeter’s Courses of Instruction

At the core of Phillips Exeter’s approach is a commitment to the Harkness Method, an innovative pedagogical style that
emphasizes student-centered learning. This method encourages students to engage actively in discussions, challenge ideas, and
develop independent thought, rather than passively receiving information. The Courses of Instruction are crafted to support this
philosophy, emphasizing inquiry, debate, and analytical skills. The courses are not merely about covering content but about
cultivating intellectual agility and curiosity. Exeter’s educators aim to produce well-rounded individuals capable of thinking
deeply about complex issues, articulating their perspectives effectively, and appreciating diverse viewpoints.

Structure of Phillips Exeter’s Courses of Instruction

Exeter’s curriculum is organized into several broad categories, including Academic Departments, Electives, and Special
Programs. Each category offers a rich array of courses designed to meet varied student interests and academic goals.
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Academic Departments

These departments constitute the backbone of Exeter’s core curriculum. They include: - Mathematics: From foundational courses
to advanced topics like calculus, statistics, and computer science. - Science: Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Environmental Science,
and interdisciplinary courses. - Humanities: History, English, Classics, Philosophy, and Religious Studies. - Languages: Offerings
in French, Spanish, Latin, Greek, and more, with courses ranging from beginner to advanced levels. - Social Sciences: Economics,
Political Science, Sociology, and Psychology. Each department offers multiple courses that challenge students at different levels,
allowing for vertical progression and specialization.

Electives and Specialized Courses

Beyond the core, Exeter provides a plethora of electives that enable students to explore niche interests or deepen knowledge in
specific areas. Examples include: - Creative Writing - Comparative Literature - Modern Philosophy - Environmental Policy - Data
Science - Robotics and Engineering Electives often incorporate project-based learning, internships, or collaborations with
external institutions, enriching the academic experience.

Advisory and Interdisciplinary Programs

Exeter also emphasizes cross-disciplinary learning through programs like: - Senior Projects: Independent research culminating in
a presentation or thesis. - Thematic Seminars: Courses that explore topics from multiple perspectives, e.g., "Science and
Society" or "Global Justice." - Service Learning: Integrating community service with academic coursework.

Course Offerings and Levels

Phillips Exeter’s courses are designed for a broad spectrum of learners, with levels that range from introductory to advanced.



Level Designations

Most courses are labeled as: - Introductory (Level 1): Designed for students new to the subject, focusing on foundational
concepts. - Intermediate (Level Il): For students with some background, emphasizing skill development and deeper
understanding. - Advanced (Level lll/Honors): Challenging coursework for students with prior knowledge, often preparing them
for college-level work. This tiered approach ensures that students can progress at their own pace and challenge themselves
appropriately.

Unique Course Features

Many courses include: - Seminar-style discussions fostering active participation. - Research projects that develop independent
inquiry skills. - Collaborative assignments encouraging teamwork. - Use of technology and labs to enhance experiential learning.

The Role of the Harkness Method in Course Delivery

Exeter’s hallmark teaching approach profoundly influences course structure and delivery. The Harkness Table—an oval-shaped
table designed to facilitate eye contact and dialogue—is used extensively across courses, especially in humanities and social
sciences. Impact of the Harkness Method: - Promotes student-led discussions rather than teacher-centered lectures. - Develops
critical listening and speaking skills. - Encourages students to respect diverse opinions and articulate their ideas clearly. - Fosters
a community of inquiry where ideas are tested and refined collectively. Courses are thus designed to maximize interaction, with
instructors acting as facilitators and guides rather than traditional lecturers.

Assessment and Feedback in Exeter’s Curriculum

Assessment methods at Exeter are multifaceted, aiming to evaluate both knowledge mastery and skills development. Common
Assessment Types: - Class participation: Especially vital in discussion-based courses. - Written assignments: Essays, research
papers, reflections. - Presentations: Oral communication skills are emphasized. - Examinations: Periodic tests and final exams. -
Projects: Capstone projects or independent research. Feedback is continuous, formative, and aimed at encouraging growth.
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Students are often involved in self-assessment and peer review, aligning with Exeter's emphasis on reflective learning.

Extracurricular Integration and Interdisciplinary Opportunities

Exeter’s Courses of Instruction are complemented by a vibrant extracurricular scene that reinforces academic learning.
Examples include: - Academic clubs and competitions (e.g., Model UN, Math Olympiad). - Research internships with local
institutions. - Language immersion programs. - Artistic and musical collaborations. - Community service projects linked to social
science courses. This integration ensures that learning extends beyond the classroom, fostering real-world skills and a global
perspective.

Specialized Programs and Advanced Placement (AP) Offerings

While Exeter emphasizes its own rigorous courses, it also offers advanced standing opportunities such as AP classes in
collaboration with College Board. These courses are tailored to prepare students for college-level expectations and often serve
as a pathway for honors or advanced courses within Exeter. AP offerings include: - AP Calculus AB/BC - AP Biology - AP Physics -
AP English Literature and Composition - AP U.S. History - AP World History These courses are delivered with an Exeter
twist—focused on discussion, critical analysis, and independent research—ensuring students are well-prepared for higher
education.

Innovative and Future-Focused Courses

Looking ahead, Exeter continuously updates its Courses of Instruction to incorporate emerging fields and technologies: - Data
Science and Machine Learning: To prepare students for the digital age. - Environmental Sustainability: Courses addressing
climate change and ecological responsibility. - Digital Humanities: Combining traditional humanities with digital tools. -
Entrepreneurship and Innovation: Encouraging creative problem-solving and start-up thinking. Such offerings demonstrate
Exeter's commitment to staying at the forefront of education, equipping students with skills relevant for the future.



Conclusion: Why Phillips Exeter’s Courses of Instruction Matter

Phillips Exeter Academy’s Courses of Instruction represent a carefully curated blend of tradition and innovation. Rooted in the
Harkness philosophy, they prioritize active learning, critical inquiry, and interdisciplinary exploration. The curriculum’s flexibility
and diversity empower students to pursue their passions, challenge themselves academically, and develop skills essential for
success in college and beyond. For educators and students alike, Exeter’s approach offers a compelling model of how secondary
education can be both rigorous and nurturing, preparing young minds to become thoughtful, articulate, and engaged citizens of
the world. Whether through their core departments, electives, or special programs, Exeter’s courses exemplify a commitment to
excellence that continues to inspire and set standards in the realm of secondary education. In summary, Phillips Exeter’s
Courses of Instruction are more than just classes—they are a dynamic, holistic educational experience designed to cultivate
inquisitive minds, foster meaningful dialogue, and prepare students to tackle the complexities of the modern world with
confidence and curiosity.

Questions & Answers About phillips exeter courses of instruction

No Question Answer

1 What types of courses are offered at Phillips Exeter Academy offers a wide range of courses including advanced
Phillips Exeter Academy's courses of placement (AP), honors, core academic subjects, arts, athletics, and
instruction? extracurricular programs designed to challenge and engage students.

2 How can students enroll in courses at Students typically enroll through the school's admissions process, which
Phillips Exeter Academy? involves submitting an application, academic records, and

recommendations. Once admitted, students select courses during
orientation or registration periods, guided by academic advisors.

3 Are Phillips Exeter courses of instruction Most courses at Phillips Exeter are conducted in person, leveraging the
available online or only in person? school's campus facilities. However, the school has expanded some
offerings to include online components, especially for supplementary or
advanced coursework, particularly in response to recent educational
trends.
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4 What distinguishes Phillips Exeter's
courses of instruction from other prep

Phillips Exeter emphasizes a rigorous academic curriculum rooted in the
Harkness teaching method, which promotes discussion-based learning.

schools? Their courses are known for challenging students academically while
fostering critical thinking, collaboration, and leadership skills.
5 Are there special programs or courses for Yes, Phillips Exeter offers specialized courses and support programs for

international students at Phillips Exeter?

international students, including ESL classes, cultural integration activities,
and tailored academic advising to help them succeed within its rigorous
curriculum.

Phillips Exeter Academy, Exeter courses, Exeter prep classes, Phillips Exeter curriculum, Exeter summer programs, Exeter
academic programs, Exeter boarding school, Phillips Exeter faculty, Exeter educational offerings, Exeter course catalog
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