Deadhouse Gates The Malazan Book
Of Fallen 2 Steven Erikson

Deadhouse Gates The Malazan Book of Fallen 2 Steven Erikson is a pivotal
installment in the acclaimed Malazan Book of Fallen series, authored by Steven Erikson.
This novel, published in 2000, continues to captivate readers with its intricate
storytelling, complex characters, and richly developed world-building. As the second
book in the ten-part epic, it expands upon the foundation laid in Gardens of the Moon,
delving deeper into the Malazan Empire's vast political landscape, mystical lore, and the
interconnected destinies of its diverse cast. This article provides a comprehensive
exploration of Deadhouse Gates, highlighting its themes, plot, characters, and
significance within the series, making it an essential read for fans and newcomers alike.

Overview of Deadhouse Gates

Plot Summary

Deadhouse Gates follows multiple storylines set against a backdrop of political upheaval,
war, and mystical conflict. The novel is renowned for its darker tone and more intense
focus on individual characters' struggles. Central to the plot is the rebellion of the Seven
Cities, a province of the Malazan Empire, which has erupted into chaos and civil war.
The story primarily revolves around: - Fiddler and the Bridgeburners: The former elite
soldiers navigating the chaos of the rebellion. - Coltaine and the Chain of Dogs: A
legendary march led by Coltaine, a Malazan sorcerer and military commander, tasked
with protecting thousands of refugees as they march across dangerous terrain. - The
Dying God and the Malazan Empire: Political machinations and mystical forces shaping
the empire’s future. - Kalam and his journey: A soldier grappling with his identity and
destiny amidst the upheaval. The narrative weaves these threads together, illustrating
how personal stories are intertwined with larger political and mystical conflicts.

Thematic Depth

Deadhouse Gates explores themes such as: - War and its consequences: The brutal
reality of warfare and its toll on individuals and societies. - Fate and free will:
Characters grapple with destiny, prophecy, and personal choice. - Sacrifice and loyalty:
Acts of heroism and betrayal shape the characters' journeys. - Cultural diversity: The
novel showcases numerous cultures, each with unique traditions and perspectives. This
thematic richness contributes to its reputation as a profound and thought-provoking
fantasy novel.
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Key Characters and Their Roles

Coltaine

A central figure in Deadhouse Gates, Coltaine is a Fist of the Malazan Empire and
commander of the Chain of Dogs. His leadership during the harrowing march of
refugees is legendary, embodying resilience, strategic brilliance, and compassion. His
character highlights themes of loyalty and sacrifice.

The Bridgeburners

This elite military unit, introduced in the first book, continues to play a vital role. Key
members include: - Fiddler: A mage and strategist. - Onearm: A seasoned soldier with a
mysterious past. - Sorry: A healer and empath. Their camaraderie and tactical prowess
are pivotal during the campaign in Seven Cities.

Kalam

A former street thug turned soldier, Kalam is a central perspective character who
undergoes significant growth. His journey from a reluctant warrior to a hero reflects
themes of identity and purpose.

Other Notable Characters

- The Malazan Empress: Manipulating events behind the scenes. - Anomander Rake: An
ancient and powerful Tiste Andii who influences the mystical realm. - Fener: The faithful
priest representing religious and political authority.

World-Building and Setting

The Seven Cities Rebellion

The rebellion in the Seven Cities is a major plot arc, showcasing the complexities of
insurrection, cultural tensions, and imperial control. The cities' diverse
cultures—ranging from desert tribes to coastal kingdoms—are vividly depicted,
emphasizing the richness of Erikson’s universe.

The Malazan Empire

A sprawling empire with a complex hierarchy, the Malazan Empire is characterized by
its military might, political intrigue, and mystical forces. The series explores its
governance, internal conflicts, and expansionist ambitions.



Magic and Religious Systems

Magic in the Malazan universe is rooted in ancestral powers, ascendants, and ancient
artifacts. The novel introduces various deities and religious cults, such as the faith of
Fener and the Tiste pantheon, adding depth to the mystical landscape.

Literary Style and Reception

Writing Style

Steven Erikson’s writing is noted for its dense, poetic prose, layered storytelling, and
multiple POVs. He employs a non-linear narrative that challenges the reader to piece
together the unfolding plot. The series’ complexity is matched by its vivid
characterizations and philosophical undertones.

Reception and Impact

Deadhouse Gates is widely praised for elevating the fantasy genre through its literary
ambition and depth. Critics and fans often highlight its emotional intensity, intricate
plotlines, and memorable characters. It is considered one of the best epic fantasy novels
of its time, influencing many subsequent authors.

Significance within the Malazan Series

Deadhouse Gates marks a departure from the more politically focused Gardens of the
Moon, embracing darker themes and more extensive world-building. It deepens the
series’ exploration of morality, chaos, and the divine. The novel’s success set the tone
for subsequent books, establishing the Malazan universe as a complex, layered saga that
challenges traditional fantasy conventions. Its focus on character-driven storytelling
amidst grand scale conflicts has made it a beloved installment.

Why Read Deadhouse Gates?

For fans of epic fantasy, Deadhouse Gates offers: - An emotionally charged narrative
with high stakes. - Richly developed characters with complex motivations. - An
expansive, immersive world filled with diverse cultures and mystical lore. - Thought-
provoking themes on war, loyalty, and destiny. - A narrative style that rewards attentive
and engaged readers. Whether you're a seasoned fantasy reader or new to the Malazan
series, this novel provides a compelling blend of action, philosophy, and literary artistry.

Conclusion

Deadhouse Gates The Malazan Book of Fallen 2 Steven Erikson stands as a testament to
the author’s mastery of epic storytelling. Its blend of gritty realism, mystical depth, and
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complex characters makes it a cornerstone of modern fantasy literature. As part of the
larger Malazan series, it invites readers into a universe where every choice matters, and
the line between heroism and monstrosity is blurred. For those seeking a challenging
and rewarding literary journey, Deadhouse Gates is undoubtedly a must-read. Meta
Description: Discover the epic world of Deadhouse Gates, the second book in Steven
Erikson’s Malazan series. Explore its plot, characters, themes, and why it’s a
cornerstone of modern fantasy literature.

Deadhouse Gates: The Malazan Book of the Fallen - An In-Depth Review and Analysis
Deadhouse Gates stands as the second installment in Steven Erikson’s acclaimed
Malazan Book of the Fallen series. A sprawling epic of fantasy fiction, this novel expands
on the intricate world-building, complex characters, and layered storytelling that
Erikson is renowned for. Its reputation as one of the most ambitious and challenging
entries in modern fantasy is well-deserved, and it continues to captivate readers with its
depth and scope.

Introduction: Setting the Stage for a Dark and Epic Tale

Deadhouse Gates picks up immediately after the events of the series’ first book, Gardens
of the Moon. While Gardens primarily introduces the Malazan Empire and its sprawling
cast, Deadhouse Gates shifts focus to a different region—the continent of Seven
Cities—and introduces new characters and storylines. The novel is distinguished by its
darker tone, complex moral questions, and a narrative that explores themes of rebellion,
sacrifice, and the brutal realities of war. The title itself references the city of Unta,
known as the Deadhouse, which functions as a central hub for death and transition in
this part of the world. This setting underscores the novel’s themes of mortality and the
cyclical nature of violence and history.

Plot Overview: A Tale of Rebellion and Survival

Deadhouse Gates weaves together multiple plotlines that converge around the uprising
of the Seven Cities against the Malazan Empire. The primary narrative threads include: -
The Chain of Dogs, a brutal military campaign led by Coltaine, a Malazan soldier and
leader of the 7th Army, tasked with escorting thousands of refugees across hostile
territory to safety. - The story of Fiddler, a seasoned soldier and loyal Malazan, who
faces moral dilemmas amidst the chaos. - The Rebel Uprising, featuring characters like
Icarium, a mysterious and dangerous figure seeking his past, and his companion Mappo,
who are caught in the upheaval. - The Dassem Ultor subplot, a legendary Malazan
general grappling with his own personal and moral conflicts. The core of the novel
revolves around the Siege of Aren, the pivotal battle where Coltaine’s forces defend the
city against overwhelming enemies. The narrative is not only about combat but also
about the resilience of individuals amid suffering, the bonds forged in adversity, and the



tragic costs of rebellion.

Thematic Depth and Literary Significance

Deadhouse Gates is notable for its exploration of profound themes, woven seamlessly
into its narrative fabric: 1. The Horrors and Humanity of War Unlike traditional fantasy
warfare narratives that often romanticize battle, Erikson’s depiction is gritty and
unflinching. The Chain of Dogs campaign exemplifies this, showcasing the suffering of
refugees, the brutality of soldiers, and the moral compromises made during wartime. 2.
Rebellion and Authority The novel examines the dynamics of power and resistance. The
Seven Cities’ uprising is portrayed not merely as chaos but as a complex response to
imperial oppression, raising questions about legitimacy, rebellion, and the costs of
independence. 3. Destiny and Free Will Characters like Icarium grapple with their
identities and destinies, exploring whether individuals are shaped by fate or capable of
agency. The novel delves into metaphysical questions about memory, loss, and the
nature of identity. 4. Mortality and Sacrifice The Deadhouse symbolizes death’s
omnipresence, and characters often confront their mortality. Sacrifice—personal,
military, or ideological—is a recurring motif, emphasizing the high stakes of the
narrative.

Character Analysis: Complex Personalities in a Grim
World

Deadhouse Gates features a vast array of characters, each with distinctive arcs and
moral complexities. Key Characters - Coltaine: The heroic leader of the 7th Army,
embodying resilience, leadership, and compassion. His unwavering dedication in the
face of overwhelming odds makes him a standout figure. - Fiddler: A pragmatic soldier
whose worldview is shaped by loss and hardship, representing the “everyman” caught in
extraordinary circumstances. - Icarium: An ancient, powerful being haunted by
memories and fears of destruction. His storyline explores themes of self-control and
identity. - Mappo Runt: Icarium’s loyal companion, who exemplifies steadfastness and
moral integrity. - Sergeant Whiskeyjack: An experienced officer whose leadership
qualities are tested throughout the campaign. - The Chain of Dogs: Not a character but a
symbol of endurance and loyalty, representing the collective resilience of the refugees
and soldiers. The novel’s characters are richly developed, often morally ambiguous, and
driven by personal motivations that intersect with larger political and military events.

World-Building and Setting

Erikson’s world-building in Deadhouse Gates is meticulous and immersive. The novel
introduces readers to diverse cultures, landscapes, and histories, each contributing to
the novel’s layered atmosphere. Seven Cities and Its Cultures The continent is
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characterized by: - Religious Diversity: The cities are home to various faiths, including
the faith of the Crimson Queen, which influences political and social life. - Cultural
Tensions: Ethnic and class divisions underpin the rebellion, reflecting real-world
conflicts. - Geographical Diversity: From arid deserts to lush river valleys, each
environment impacts the military campaigns and daily life. The Role of the Deadhouse
The Deadhouse itself functions as a liminal space—neither life nor death—and is central
to the novel’s exploration of mortality. Its depiction as a nexus for spirits and transition
adds a mystical layer to the narrative.

Narrative Style and Structure

Erikson employs a multi-POV narrative, shifting perspectives among characters to
provide a panoramic view of the unfolding events. This approach: - Creates a layered
storytelling experience. - Emphasizes the interconnectedness of individual stories within
the broader conflict. - Demands attentive reading, as timelines and perspectives often
shift rapidly. The prose is both poetic and sparse, capturing the brutal reality of war
while infusing moments of lyrical reflection. The narrative’s complexity is matched by its
thematic richness, rewarding readers who engage with its depth.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Deadhouse Gates has received widespread critical acclaim, often lauded for its
ambitious scope and literary merit. Critics and fans alike praise Erikson’s world-
building, character development, and the novel’s unflinching examination of difficult
themes. Some points of contention include its dense and challenging prose, which may
intimidate casual readers. However, for those willing to invest time, the novel offers
profound insights into human nature and the costs of rebellion. The book’s influence
extends beyond its immediate story, inspiring a dedicated fanbase and scholarly analysis
of its themes and narrative techniques.

Conclusion: A Landmark in Modern Fantasy

Deadhouse Gates stands as a testament to Steven Erikson’s craftsmanship and vision. It
pushes the boundaries of traditional fantasy, blending epic storytelling with
philosophical inquiry and moral complexity. Its portrayal of war, rebellion, and mortality
resonates deeply, making it not just a fantasy novel but a reflection on the human
condition. For readers seeking a richly textured, challenging, and emotionally resonant
epic, Deadhouse Gates offers a compelling journey into a world of darkness and
resilience. Its place as a cornerstone of contemporary fantasy is well-earned, and its
themes remain relevant across contexts of conflict, resistance, and survival. In summary,
Deadhouse Gates exemplifies the power of fantasy to explore profound themes through
complex characters and immersive world-building. Steven Erikson’s masterful



storytelling transforms what could have been a conventional sequel into a dark, poetic,

and unforgettable saga that continues to influence the genre.

Questions & Answers About deadhouse gates the

malazan book of fallen 2 steven erikson

necessary to read before
other books in the series?

N Question Answer
o

1 | What is the main plot of '‘Deadhouse Gates' follows the journey of Coltaine,
'‘Deadhouse Gates' in the a Bridgeburner survivor, as he leads the Kharkanas
Malazan Book of the Fallen army across the dangerous and treacherous Seven
series? Cities during a brutal rebellion, highlighting

themes of loyalty, sacrifice, and survival.

2 | How does 'Deadhouse Gates' | The novel introduces new continents, cultures, and
expand the Malazan universe | characters, particularly focusing on the Seven
compared to the first book? Cities and the Chain of Dogs, providing a broader

view of the Malazan world and deepening the
series' complex mythology and political landscape.

3 | Who are some of the key Key characters include Coltaine, Fiddler, Kalam,
characters in 'Deadhouse and the Whirlwind, among others. Each character's
Gates'? storylines intertwine, showcasing different facets of

the Malazan Empire and its diverse inhabitants.

4 | What are the main themes The book explores themes of loyalty, sacrifice, war,
explored in 'Deadhouse colonization, faith, and resilience, emphasizing the
Gates'? brutal realities of war and the strength of the

human spirit in adversity.

5 | Why is 'Deadhouse Gates' Because it significantly expands the series' scope,
considered a pivotal book in | introduces memorable characters and conflicts,
the Malazan series? and deepens the series' intricate lore, making it a

fan-favorite and critical darling among Malazan
enthusiasts.

6 |Is 'Deadhouse Gates' While the series is often recommended to be read

in order, 'Deadhouse Gates' is the second book and
foundational for understanding the broader story
arcs, characters, and world-building, making it
essential for a complete experience.

Malazan Book of the Fallen, Steven Erikson, Deadhouse Gates, fantasy novel, epic

fantasy, Malazan universe, Malazan series, Erikson's fantasy, military fantasy, complex

characters
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