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Revised Standard Version Second Catholic
Edition

Revised Standard Version Second Catholic Edition (RSV-2CE) is a highly respected and widely used translation of
the Bible within Catholic communities around the world. Known for its balance of accuracy, readability, and fidelity to
the original texts, the RSV-2CE has become an essential resource for personal devotion, scholarly study, and liturgical
use. This edition reflects careful revisions to enhance clarity and contemporary language while maintaining the
timeless beauty and doctrinal integrity of the original RSV, making it an ideal choice for Catholics seeking a reliable
and accessible biblical text.

Introduction to the Revised Standard Version Second Catholic
Edition

The RSV-2CE is a Catholic-approved translation that builds upon the legacy of the original Revised Standard Version
(RSV). Released in 2006, the Second Catholic Edition incorporates important textual revisions, updated language, and
annotations aimed at better serving the needs of modern readers and the Catholic Church. Its approval by the Catholic
Church means that it adheres to the doctrinal standards and liturgical requirements, making it suitable for study,
prayer, and worship.

Historical Background of the RSV
The RSV was first published in 1952 as an ecumenical translation intended for both Catholic and Protestant audiences.
It was celebrated for its literary quality and fidelity to the original languages of Scripture—Hebrew, Aramaic, and
Greek. Over the decades, it gained popularity among Catholics and Protestants alike, with many appreciating its
balance of accuracy and readability. In 2006, the Catholic Church officially approved the RSV-2CE, which features
modifications to align more closely with Catholic doctrine, including the incorporation of the Deuterocanonical books
and textual updates for clarity and modern usage.

Key Features of the RSV Second Catholic Edition

The RSV-2CE offers several distinctive features that set it apart from other Bible translations. These features are
designed to enhance comprehension, spiritual engagement, and doctrinal accuracy.

1. Inclusion of Deuterocanonical Books
One of the defining characteristics of the Catholic edition is the inclusion of the Deuterocanonical books, which are
recognized as canonical by the Catholic Church but are often omitted in Protestant translations. These books include
Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), Baruch, 1 and 2 Maccabees, and additional sections in Esther and Daniel.



2. Textual Revisions for Clarity and Modern Language
While remaining faithful to the original texts, the RSV-2CE incorporates updates to improve readability. This includes: -
Simplified sentence structures - Use of contemporary vocabulary - Clarification of archaic or ambiguous phrases

3. Doctrinal and Liturgical Alignment
The translation adheres to Catholic doctrinal standards, ensuring that the language aligns with official Church
teachings and liturgical practice.

4. Clear and Elegant Literary Style
The RSV-2CE is renowned for its literary beauty, making it suitable for reading aloud in liturgical settings and for
private meditation.

5. Accessibility and Usability
Designed for both scholarly study and personal devotion, the RSV-2CE is easy to navigate with clear headings, cross-
references, and footnotes.

Comparing RSV-2CE to Other Bible Translations

Understanding how the RSV-2CE compares with other popular Bible translations helps users select the right version for
their needs.

RSV-2CE vs. New American Bible (NAB)
- Language Style: The NAB uses more contemporary language, while RSV-2CE maintains a slightly more traditional
tone. - Textual Basis: Both are Catholic translations, but the RSV-2CE emphasizes literary elegance. - Use Cases:
RSV-2CE is favored for liturgical reading and study, whereas NAB is often used for daily reading and liturgy.

RSV-2CE vs. Douay-Rheims Bible
- Language: Douay-Rheims retains older, more formal language, while RSV-2CE updates this to modern English. -
Accessibility: RSV-2CE is more accessible to contemporary readers. - Compatibility: The RSV-2CE is considered more
suitable for ecumenical contexts due to its balanced translation style.

RSV-2CE vs. Catholic Bible (CEV, NABRE)
- The RSV-2CE offers a more formal, literary style compared to the more paraphrased or simplified versions like CEV. -
It is preferred for in-depth study and liturgical use.
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Advantages of Using the RSV-2CE

Choosing the RSV-2CE offers numerous benefits for individuals and communities engaged in biblical reading and study.

1. Faithfulness to Original Languages
The RSV-2CE is rooted in rigorous scholarship, translating from Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek sources, thus providing an
accurate reflection of the original texts.

2. Compatibility with Catholic Doctrine
Its alignment with Church teaching ensures that readers can trust the translation for doctrinal accuracy.

3. Suitable for Personal and Liturgical Use
Whether for daily prayer, study, or reading during Mass, the RSV-2CE fits a variety of contexts.

4. Aesthetic and Literary Quality
Its elegant prose enhances the spiritual experience, making Scripture memorable and meaningful.

5. Ecumenical Accessibility
While primarily Catholic, its balanced language makes it accessible to Protestant readers and those seeking
ecumenical dialogue.

How to Use the RSV-2CE Effectively

Maximizing the benefits of the RSV-2CE involves understanding its features and integrating it into daily spiritual
practice.

Practical Tips for Readers

Set aside daily time: Use the RSV-2CE for daily devotion or Scripture meditation.1.
Use study aids: Complement your reading with commentaries, footnotes, and dictionaries.2.
Participate in liturgical services: Read or listen to passages from the RSV-2CE during Mass or prayer groups.3.
Join Bible study groups: Discuss passages to deepen understanding and faith.4.
Memorize key verses: Use the poetic and memorable language of the RSV-2CE to internalize Scripture.5.

Resources Available for RSV-2CE Readers
- Printed editions: Available in hardcover, paperback, and luxury editions. - Digital formats: E-books and Bible apps
compatible with RSV-2CE. - Commentaries and guides: To assist in understanding difficult passages. - Audio Bibles:
Recorded readings for listening on the go.



Where to Purchase the RSV-2CE

The RSV-2CE is widely available through various outlets, including: - Catholic bookstores - Online retailers such as
Amazon, Christianbook, and Catholic Supply - Official publisher websites like the Ignatius Press or Oxford University
Press - Digital platforms offering e-books and audio formats

Conclusion: Embracing the Richness of the RSV Second Catholic
Edition

The Revised Standard Version Second Catholic Edition stands as a testament to the enduring importance of
Scripture in the life of the Church and individual believers. Its combination of scholarly rigor, literary beauty, and
doctrinal fidelity makes it an invaluable resource for anyone seeking to deepen their relationship with God through His
Word. Whether used for personal prayer, study, or liturgical celebration, the RSV-2CE offers a trustworthy and inspiring
translation that continues to enrich the spiritual journey of countless Catholics worldwide.

Final Thoughts

Choosing the right Bible translation is a personal decision that can significantly impact one's spiritual growth. The
RSV-2CE’s balance of tradition and clarity makes it an excellent choice for Catholics who want a translation that is both
faithful to the original texts and accessible to modern readers. Its rich language, doctrinal accuracy, and inclusion of
the Deuterocanonical books ensure that it remains a cornerstone of Catholic biblical literature. Embrace the beauty
and depth of the Scripture with the RSV-2CE and deepen your understanding of God's Word today.

Revised Standard Version Second Catholic Edition (RSV-2CE): An In-Depth Review The Revised Standard Version
Second Catholic Edition (RSV-2CE) stands as a significant translation in the landscape of Catholic biblical texts. It
combines the scholarly rigor and historical integrity of the RSV with adaptations tailored specifically for Catholic
readers, offering a balanced blend of fidelity to original texts and accessibility for modern audiences. Since its
inception, the RSV-2CE has been embraced by many Catholics, scholars, and clergy alike, seeking a translation that
respects tradition while engaging contemporary language and biblical scholarship.

Introduction to the RSV-2CE

The RSV-2CE is a revision of the original Revised Standard Version, which was first published in the mid-20th century.
The "Second Catholic Edition" was released to align more closely with Catholic liturgical and doctrinal needs,
incorporating the Deuterocanonical books, which are essential to Catholic canon but absent in most Protestant editions
of the RSV. This version aims to serve both as a faithful translation and as a practical resource for study, prayer, and
liturgical use. Key features of the RSV-2CE include: - Inclusion of Deuterocanonical books such as Tobit, Judith,
Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch, and 1 and 2 Maccabees. - Use of traditional, dignified language rooted in the RSV's style. -
Improvements based on more recent biblical scholarship, including advances in textual criticism and understanding of
original languages. - Designed to be suitable for liturgical reading, personal study, and academic use.
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Translation Philosophy and Approach

Balance of Formal Equivalence and Readability
The RSV-2CE is primarily a formal equivalence translation, seeking to remain as close as possible to the original
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts. However, it also aims for clarity and readability, avoiding overly literal or awkward
phrasing that can hinder comprehension. This balance makes it suitable for both scholarly study and devotional
reading.

Use of Traditional Language
While many modern translations opt for contemporary phrasing, the RSV-2CE maintains a somewhat formal, majestic
tone, reminiscent of traditional Catholic liturgical language. This helps preserve the reverence and solemnity
appropriate for Scripture.

Incorporation of Recent Scholarship
The translation team incorporated advances in biblical scholarship, particularly in textual criticism, archaeology, and
linguistics, resulting in a text that reflects current understanding while honoring the original texts' nuances. Pros: -
Faithfulness to original texts. - Respect for traditional language and tone. - Integration of current biblical scholarship.
Cons: - Slightly more formal and archaic language may challenge modern readers. - Some may find the translation less
dynamic compared to more paraphrased versions.

Content and Canonical Scope

Inclusion of Deuterocanonical Books
One of the main features setting the RSV-2CE apart from many Protestant editions is its full inclusion of the
Deuterocanonical books. These books are integral to Catholic doctrine and liturgy, making this translation especially
valuable for Catholic readers. Deuterocanonical books included: - Tobit - Judith - Wisdom of Solomon - Sirach
(Ecclesiasticus) - Baruch, including the Letter of Jeremiah - 1 Maccabees - 2 Maccabees - Additions to Esther and Daniel

Scope and Completeness
The RSV-2CE provides a comprehensive text that covers both Old and New Testaments, including the Psalms,
Prophets, Gospels, Epistles, and Revelation. It also features helpful cross-references, footnotes, and introductions to
books, enriching the reading experience. Pros: - Complete Catholic canon. - Rich footnotes and references aid study. -
Suitable for liturgical and personal use. Cons: - The inclusion of Deuterocanonical books may be confusing or
controversial for non-Catholic readers.

Design, Layout, and Usability



Physical Features
The RSV-2CE is available in various formats, including hardcover, leather-bound editions, and compact pocket sizes.
The typographical design emphasizes clarity, with readable font sizes and well-organized layout.

Navigation and Study Aids
Most editions include: - Book introductions providing background and context. - Cross-references for related passages.
- Footnotes explaining textual variants or translation choices. - A concordance or topical index in some editions. Pros: -
Easy to read and navigate. - Helpful study aids support deeper understanding. - Durable binding options available.
Cons: - Some editions may lack extensive maps or commentaries. - Smaller editions may have cramped text.

Comparison with Other Catholic Translations

RSV-2CE vs. NABRE (New American Bible Revised Edition)
| Feature | RSV-2CE | NABRE | |||| | Language Style | Traditional, formal | Contemporary, dynamic | | Inclusion of
Deuterocanonical books | Yes | Yes | | Use in liturgy | Common | Primarily for liturgical reading | | Readability |
Moderate | High | Summary: RSV-2CE offers a more traditional tone suited for those seeking a sense of reverence,
while NABRE leans towards more accessible language.

RSV-2CE vs. Douay-Rheims Bible
| Feature | RSV-2CE | Douay-Rheims | |||| | Language Style | Modernized, formal | Older, Elizabethan English | |
Readability | Better for modern readers | More archaic, less accessible | | Textual Basis | Same as the original RSV |
Based on the Latin Vulgate | Summary: The RSV-2CE provides a bridge between traditional language and modern
readability, making it more approachable than the Douay-Rheims.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths
- Faithfulness to Original Languages: The RSV-2CE maintains a high degree of fidelity to the Hebrew, Aramaic, and
Greek texts. - Inclusion of Deuterocanonical Books: Fully integrated, making it ideal for Catholic liturgical and
devotional use. - Balanced Language: Traditional yet accessible language preserves reverence without being overly
archaic. - Study Resources: Book introductions, footnotes, cross-references enrich understanding. - Liturgical
Suitability: Its dignified tone aligns well with Catholic worship.

Limitations
- Language Formality: Some readers may find the language somewhat dated or formal. - Lack of Extensive
Commentary: Unlike study Bibles that include detailed notes, the RSV-2CE is primarily a translation, with limited
commentary. - Availability: Certain editions may be less widely available compared to more popular translations like
NABRE or NIV. - Less Dynamic Equivalence: For those preferring a more thought-for-thought translation, RSV-2CE's
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formal approach might seem stiff.

Ideal Users and Recommendations

The RSV-2CE is especially suited for: - Catholics seeking a translation that aligns with Catholic doctrine and liturgy. -
Scholars and students who appreciate a text faithful to original languages with scholarly notes. - Priests, seminarians,
and clergy preparing homilies or studying Scripture. - Devout individuals who prefer traditional, reverent language in
their Scripture reading. Recommendations: - For those seeking a more contemporary or paraphrased version, consider
the NABRE or the Good News Bible. - For a purely devotional experience, some may prefer editions with additional
commentary or devotional aids. - For academic study, supplement with commentaries and dictionaries.

Conclusion

The Revised Standard Version Second Catholic Edition stands as a reliable, reverent, and scholarly translation that
bridges the gap between tradition and modern biblical scholarship. Its fidelity to the original texts, combined with
inclusion of the Deuterocanonical books and a dignified tone, makes it a valuable resource for Catholics and interested
readers alike. While its formal language may pose some challenges for casual readers, its depth, accuracy, and
liturgical suitability make it an enduring choice for serious study and devotion. In a landscape crowded with numerous
Bible translations, the RSV-2CE offers a distinctive balance of tradition and scholarship, making it a commendable
addition to any biblical library. Whether used for personal reflection, study, or liturgical reading, it remains a testament
to the enduring significance of Scripture in the Catholic faith.

Questions & Answers About revised standard version second
catholic edition

No Question Answer

1 What is the Revised Standard Version
Second Catholic Edition (RSV-2CE)?

The RSV-2CE is a Catholic edition of the Revised Standard Version
Bible, updated to include the deuterocanonical books and tailored for
Catholic readers, combining accuracy with traditional language.

2 How does the RSV-2CE differ from the
original RSV Catholic Edition?

The RSV-2CE features updated language, improved translation
accuracy, and includes the latest Catholic biblical scholarship,
making it more accessible while maintaining the classic RSV style.

3 Is the RSV-2CE approved for use in
Catholic liturgy and study?

Yes, the RSV-2CE is approved for Catholic liturgical use and is widely
used for personal study, prayer, and academic purposes within the
Catholic Church.

4 What are the main features of the
RSV-2CE compared to other Catholic
Bible translations?

The RSV-2CE offers a balance of formal equivalence translation,
traditional language, inclusion of deuterocanonical books, and
adherence to Catholic doctrinal standards, making it a popular
choice among Catholics.

5 Can I find the RSV-2CE in different
formats and editions?

Yes, the RSV-2CE is available in various formats including hardcover,
paperback, digital e-books, and audio versions, as well as study
editions with annotations and commentaries.



6 Why is the RSV-2CE considered a
popular choice among Catholic
Christians today?

Its combination of scholarly accuracy, traditional language, and
Catholic inclusiveness makes the RSV-2CE a trusted and widely used
translation for both personal devotion and study.

7 Where can I purchase the RSV-2CE or
access it online?

The RSV-2CE can be purchased through major bookstores, online
retailers like Amazon, or accessed via digital platforms such as Bible
apps and Catholic resource websites.

Bible, Catholic edition, RSV, Revised Standard Version, biblical translation, Catholic Bible, scripture, New Testament,
Old Testament, religious text
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