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2004 Mazda Rx 8 Review

2004 Mazda RX-8 Review The 2004 Mazda RX-8 stands out as a unique sports car that
combines innovative engineering, sleek design, and exhilarating performance. Launched as
Mazda's flagship sports model, the 2004 RX-8 quickly gained attention for its distinctive
rotary engine, balanced handling, and modern styling. In this comprehensive review, we
will explore the key aspects of the 2004 Mazda RX-8, including its design, engine
performance, driving experience, interior features, and overall value. Whether you are a
sports car enthusiast or a prospective buyer, this detailed overview will help you
understand what makes the 2004 Mazda RX-8 a compelling choice in its class.

Design and Exterior Features

Aesthetic Appeal

The 2004 Mazda RX-8 boasts a sporty and aerodynamic silhouette that emphasizes its
dynamic character. Its sleek lines, sculpted body panels, and aggressive stance make it
instantly recognizable on the road. The car’s low profile, combined with a wide track and
muscular wheel arches, contribute to its sporty presence.

Key Exterior Features

- Distinctive Front Fascia: Features a prominent grille and uniquely shaped headlights that
give the RX-8 a bold look. - Suicide Doors: The rear doors are hinged at the back, providing
easier access to the rear seats and enhancing the coupe's sleek profile. - Lightweight
Construction: The use of lightweight materials ensures agility and responsiveness. -
Performance Wheels and Tires: Typically fitted with 17-inch alloy wheels and low-profile
tires for enhanced grip and handling. - Rear Spoiler: Integrated into the design to improve
aerodynamics and sporty aesthetics.

Engine and Performance

The Rotary Engine Innovation

One of the defining features of the 2004 Mazda RX-8 is its rotary (Wankel) engine. Unlike
traditional piston engines, rotary engines use a triangular rotor that spins within a
chamber, offering a compact and lightweight powertrain. - Engine Specifications: -
Displacement: 1.3 liters - Power Output: Approximately 250 horsepower - Torque: Around



162 lb-ft - Transmission: 6-speed manual (standard) or 4-speed automatic (available in
some markets)

Performance Characteristics

The RX-8's rotary engine provides a high-revving, smooth power delivery that emphasizes
responsiveness. The car is capable of accelerating from 0 to 60 mph in roughly 6 seconds,
which was impressive for its class at the time. Highlights include: - Exceptional high-
revving nature, with redline at around 9,000 rpm. - Lightweight engine contributes to the
car’s near-perfect weight distribution (50:50), enhancing handling. - Responsive throttle
and acceleration, making it a thrill to drive on twisty roads.

Driving Experience

The RX-8 offers a balanced and agile driving experience, thanks to: - Precise steering with
good feedback. - Near-neutral handling and minimal body roll. - Responsive suspension
tuned for sporty driving. However, the rotary engine requires proper maintenance,
including regular oil changes and attention to its unique fueling needs.

Interior and Comfort

Design and Layout

The interior of the 2004 Mazda RX-8 is driver-focused, with a cockpit-style layout that
emphasizes sporty ergonomics. The cabin features a combination of sporty accents and
practical controls.

Features and Amenities

- Seating: Four-passenger seating with supportive bucket seats, although rear seats are
best suited for small passengers or occasional use due to limited legroom. -
Instrumentation: Clear, easy-to-read gauges with a tachometer prominently displaying
engine revs. - Audio and Connectivity: Equipped with a premium sound system, CD player,
and optional upgrades for better audio quality. - Climate Control: Manual air conditioning
with controls within easy reach. - Storage and Cargo Space: The RX-8 offers modest trunk
space, which is typical for sporty coupes. The rear seats fold down to expand cargo
capacity.
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Safety and Reliability

Safety Features

The 2004 Mazda RX-8 includes standard safety equipment such as: - Dual front airbags -
Anti-lock braking system (ABS) - Stability control (in some trims) - Side-impact airbags
(availability varies)

Reliability and Maintenance

Rotary engines are known for their smooth operation but have specific maintenance needs:
- Regular oil changes are critical to prevent seal wear. - The engine's unique design can be
more sensitive to neglect. - Overall reliability depends on proper maintenance and driving
habits. Many owners report that with proper care, the RX-8 remains dependable, but
potential buyers should be aware of its particular maintenance requirements.

Pros and Cons of the 2004 Mazda RX-8

Pros: - Unique rotary engine with high-revving performance - Lightweight and balanced
chassis - Sharp handling and sporty feel - Stylish, aerodynamic exterior - Innovative rear
suicide doors for easy access Cons: - Limited rear seat space and cargo capacity - Rotary
engine maintenance requirements - Fuel economy may be lower compared to conventional
engines - Potential for higher repair costs if issues arise

Value and Market Position

In 2004, the Mazda RX-8 was priced competitively within the sports coupe segment,
offering a distinctive alternative to traditional piston-engine sports cars. Its unique rotary
engine, combined with its sporty styling and agile handling, made it appealing to
enthusiasts seeking something different. Market Reception: - Praised for its innovative
engine and sporty driving dynamics. - Some criticism over fuel efficiency and rear
passenger comfort. - Today, it remains a sought-after model among collectors and
enthusiasts, appreciated for its rarity and engineering.

Conclusion

The 2004 Mazda RX-8 stands as a testament to Mazda’s commitment to innovation and
sporty design. Its rotary engine delivers a distinctive driving experience characterized by
high-revving power and smoothness. The car’s stylish exterior, agile handling, and driver-
focused interior make it a compelling choice for those looking for a fun and unique sports



car. While its maintenance needs and limited rear space may not suit everyone, the RX-8’s
charm lies in its originality and performance. For enthusiasts willing to embrace its quirks,
the 2004 Mazda RX-8 offers a rewarding driving experience that combines innovation with
style. Whether as a weekend toy or a collector’s piece, the 2004 Mazda RX-8 remains a
noteworthy icon in the realm of sports cars.

2004 Mazda RX-8 Review The 2004 Mazda RX-8 represents a bold step forward for Mazda,
showcasing the company's innovative approach to sports car design and engineering.
Launched as a successor to the RX-7, the RX-8 quickly gained attention for its unique
rotary engine, distinctive styling, and balanced handling. As a pioneering sports car of the
early 2000s, the RX-8 combined performance with practicality, offering an engaging driving
experience along with everyday usability. This review aims to provide a comprehensive
analysis of the 2004 Mazda RX-8, covering its design, performance, interior features,
reliability, and overall driving experience.

Design and Exterior Features

The 2004 Mazda RX-8 is instantly recognizable with its sleek, sporty profile and distinctive
styling cues that set it apart from other sports cars of its era. Its design philosophy centers
around a four-door coupe layout, often referred to as a "four-door sports car," which was
quite innovative at the time.

Styling and Aesthetics

- Dynamic Silhouette: The RX-8 features a low, wide stance that emphasizes agility and
stability. Its long hood and short rear deck contribute to a sporty profile. - Distinctive Front
Fascia: The grille and headlamp design exude aggression and modernity, complemented by
the sculpted bumper. - Butterfly Doors: While not equipped with traditional doors, the RX-8
offers wide-opening rear doors that facilitate easier access to the rear seats—a notable
feature for a sporty coupe. - Rear Design: The taillights are sleek, with a minimalist yet
effective look, and the rear bumper integrates well into the overall aerodynamic shape.

Build Quality and Materials

- The exterior materials feel solid, with good fit and finish for a vehicle in its class. - The
paint options available in 2004 were vibrant and complemented the car’s sporty character.
- Overall, the exterior design balances function with style, making the RX-8 a head-turner
on the road.



© wildcard.lunchbox.io 2004 Mazda Rx 8 Review 5

Interior and Comfort

Inside, the 2004 Mazda RX-8 offers a driver-focused cockpit that emphasizes sportiness
without sacrificing comfort. The interior layout is driver-centric, with controls intuitively
placed for easy access.

Seating and Space

- Front Seats: Recaro-inspired bucket seats are supportive, with adequate bolstering for
spirited driving. - Rear Seats: The rear seats are small and best suited for short trips or
children, but their presence adds practicality to the four-door layout. - Legroom and
Headroom: The front offers decent space, though taller drivers may find the rear seats a bit
cramped due to the coupe’s sporty roofline. - Cargo Space: The trunk capacity is modest
but sufficient for daily use or weekend trips.

Interior Features and Materials

- The cabin features a combination of soft-touch plastics and sporty accents, emphasizing a
modern yet functional aesthetic. - The instrument cluster is clear, with large tachometer
and speedometer, highlighting the importance of engine monitoring. - Standard features in
2004 included air conditioning, power windows, and a premium audio system, which added
to overall comfort. - The steering wheel is leather-wrapped with mounted controls,
enhancing the sporty feel.

Performance and Driving Dynamics

The heart of the 2004 Mazda RX-8 is its rotary engine—an unconventional powerplant that
defines its character and performance.

Engine and Powertrain

- Rotary Engine: The 1.3-liter Wankel rotary engine produces around 238 horsepower and
159 lb-ft of torque. - Transmission Options: A standard 6-speed manual transmission is
praised for its precise feel, while a 4-speed automatic was also available. - Power Delivery:
The engine offers a high-revving, smooth powerband that emphasizes responsiveness and
excitement. - Performance Numbers: 0-60 mph times hover around 6.0 seconds, making it
competitive with other sports cars of its time.

Handling and Ride Quality

- Chassis and Suspension: The RX-8 features a balanced chassis with a double wishbone



suspension setup, providing excellent handling and cornering abilities. - Weight
Distribution: Near 50/50 weight distribution aids in stability and agility. - Steering: The
steering is communicative and precise, contributing to driver confidence. - Braking: The
car is equipped with disc brakes at all four corners, delivering strong stopping power.

Driving Experience

- The rotary engine's high-revving nature encourages spirited driving, with a distinctive
sound and feel. - The car's low center of gravity and balanced chassis make it agile through
turns. - The manual transmission enhances engagement, making the RX-8 fun to drive on
winding roads.

Reliability and Maintenance

The rotary engine's unique design offers both advantages and challenges. In 2004, Mazda
designed the RX-8 to be relatively reliable, but owners should be aware of specific
maintenance requirements.

Pros

- Rotary engines are lightweight, contributing to the car's nimbleness. - The design allows
for high-revving performance with fewer moving parts.

Cons and Considerations

- Rotary engines tend to consume more oil than traditional piston engines; regular oil
checks are essential. - The apex seals in the rotary engine can wear out over time,
potentially leading to reduced compression. - Maintenance costs can be higher due to the
specialized nature of rotary engine parts. - The engine's fuel efficiency is modest, often
lower than comparable piston-powered sports cars. - Some early models, including 2004,
may be prone to overheating if not properly maintained.

Features and Technology

The 2004 Mazda RX-8 offered a range of features that aimed to enhance both safety and
convenience.

Standard Features

- Multi-speaker audio system with CD player - Power windows and locks - Air conditioning
with climate control - Leather-wrapped steering wheel and shift knob - Keyless entry
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system

Optional Features

- Bose premium audio system - Leather upholstery - Xenon headlights - Sunroof

Safety Features

- Dual front airbags - Side impact airbags - Anti-lock braking system (ABS) - Traction
control (available in some trims) While safety features were adequate for its time, the RX-8
lacked some of the advanced driver-assistance systems common in newer vehicles.

Pros and Cons Summary

Pros: - Unique rotary engine with high-revving performance - Distinctive styling and sporty
design - Excellent handling and balanced chassis - Practical four-door layout - Supportive
interior with driver-focused controls Cons: - Rotary engine requires diligent maintenance -
Limited rear seat space - Fuel economy is relatively low - Potential for higher repair costs
due to engine complexity - Some owners report reliability issues over the long term

Overall Verdict

The 2004 Mazda RX-8 is a standout in the sports car segment, especially for enthusiasts
who appreciate its rotary engine and distinctive styling. Its balanced handling, engaging
driving dynamics, and innovative four-door coupe design make it a compelling choice for
those seeking a unique and fun-to-drive vehicle. However, potential buyers should be
prepared for the maintenance peculiarities associated with rotary engines and consider the
practicality of rear seat space. For collectors or enthusiasts, the 2004 Mazda RX-8 remains
a symbol of Mazda's engineering ingenuity during the early 2000s. If maintained properly,
it can provide years of exhilarating driving. For daily drivers, careful consideration of its
fuel consumption and maintenance needs is advised. Overall, the RX-8 continues to be
celebrated for its originality, driving pleasure, and distinctive character—a true testament
to Mazda's innovative spirit.

Questions & Answers About 2004 mazda rx 8 review

N
o

Question Answer



1 How does the 2004 Mazda
RX-8 perform in terms of
handling and driving
experience?

The 2004 Mazda RX-8 is renowned for its agile
handling and balanced chassis, thanks to its
lightweight rotary engine and rear-wheel-drive
layout. It offers a sporty and engaging driving
experience, making it a favorite among enthusiasts.

2 What are the main advantages
of owning a 2004 Mazda
RX-8?

The 2004 RX-8 features a unique rotary engine, a
sleek design, and excellent handling. Its sporty
performance and distinctive styling make it stand
out, providing a fun driving experience with good
maneuverability.

3 What are common issues or
drawbacks associated with
the 2004 Mazda RX-8?

Common issues include rotary engine reliability
concerns, higher maintenance costs, and fuel
efficiency that isn't as high as conventional engines.
Additionally, some owners report transmission and
cooling system problems.

4 Is the 2004 Mazda RX-8 a
reliable car for daily driving?

While the RX-8 offers an exciting driving experience,
its reliability can vary. Proper maintenance is crucial,
especially for the rotary engine, to ensure longevity.
It may require more upkeep compared to traditional
combustion engines.

5 How does the 2004 Mazda
RX-8 compare to other sports
cars of its era?

The 2004 RX-8 stands out for its unique rotary
engine and lightweight design, offering a different
experience from traditional piston-engine sports
cars. However, it may fall short in raw power and
fuel economy compared to competitors like the
Subaru WRX or Mitsubishi Eclipse.

6 What are the pros and cons of
buying a 2004 Mazda RX-8
today?

Pros include its distinctive style, fun-to-drive nature,
and rarity. Cons involve potential rotary engine
maintenance issues, higher costs, and limited rear-
seat space. It's best suited for enthusiasts willing to
invest in maintenance.

7 Is the 2004 Mazda RX-8 worth
considering for collectors or
enthusiasts?

Yes, the 2004 RX-8 is considered a collectible due to
its unique rotary engine and sporty design.
Enthusiasts appreciate its driving dynamics and
distinctive character, making it a noteworthy
addition to a sports car collection.

Mazda RX-8, 2004 sports car, rotary engine, RX-8 performance, 2004 Mazda review, sports
car reliability, Mazda RX-8 specs, rotary engine benefits, 2004 Mazda features, RX-8
driving experience
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