
© wildcard.lunchbox.io Puerto Rico Size Compare Island Dimensions 1

Puerto Rico Size Compare Island
Dimensions

puerto rico size compare island dimensions is a fascinating topic for those
interested in geography, travel, or simply understanding how the smaller Caribbean
islands stack up against larger landmasses. Puerto Rico, a vibrant U.S. territory located in
the northeastern Caribbean, is known for its diverse landscapes, rich culture, and scenic
beauty. But how does its size compare to other islands and landmasses around the
world? In this article, we delve into the dimensions of Puerto Rico and compare it to
various islands, countries, and territories to give you a clear perspective on its scale.

Understanding Puerto Rico’s Size and Dimensions

Basic Facts about Puerto Rico

- Total Area: Approximately 3,515 square miles (9,104 square kilometers) - Length: About
110 miles (177 kilometers) from east to west - Width: Ranges from 35 to 40 miles (56 to
64 kilometers) from north to south - Highest Point: Cerro Punta, at 1,338 meters (4,390
feet) above sea level Puerto Rico’s compact size makes it a manageable destination for
travelers and a distinctive landmass with diverse geographical features, including
mountains, rainforests, beaches, and urban areas.

How Does Puerto Rico Compare to Other Islands?

Caribbean Islands

The Caribbean is home to numerous islands of varying sizes. Comparing Puerto Rico to
some of the larger and smaller islands provides perspective on its scale within the region.

Cuba: The largest Caribbean island, with an area of approximately 42,426 square1.
miles (109,884 square kilometers). Puerto Rico is about 12 times smaller than Cuba.
Jamaica: Around 4,240 square miles (10,991 square kilometers), making Puerto Rico2.
slightly smaller than Jamaica.
Dominican Republic (on Hispaniola): About 18,704 square miles (48,671 square3.
kilometers), roughly 5.3 times larger than Puerto Rico.
Bahamas: Comprising numerous islands, the Bahamas total approximately 5,3824.
square miles (13,940 square kilometers). Puerto Rico is slightly larger than the main
islands of the Bahamas.
St. Kitts and Nevis: Combined land area of about 104 square miles (261 square5.
kilometers). Puerto Rico is significantly larger—about 34 times bigger.



Summary: Puerto Rico is a mid-sized Caribbean island, smaller than giants like Cuba and
Hispaniola but larger than many smaller islands such as St. Kitts and Nevis.

Comparison with Other Notable Islands Worldwide

Honshu, Japan: The largest island in Japan, with an area of approximately 13,0001.
square miles (33,000 square kilometers). Puerto Rico is about a quarter of Honshu’s
size.
Great Britain: Covering roughly 89,000 square miles (229,000 square kilometers),2.
Great Britain is vastly larger—more than 25 times the size of Puerto Rico.
Madagascar: The fourth largest island globally, with 226,658 square miles (587,0413.
square kilometers). Puerto Rico is a tiny fraction of Madagascar’s size.
Honshu, Japan: Approximately 13,000 square miles; Puerto Rico is much smaller4.
comparatively.

Key Point: While Puerto Rico is modest in size on a global scale, it holds significant
regional importance due to its strategic location and diverse ecosystems.

Comparison with Countries and Territories

United States and Nearby Territories

United States (mainland): Approximately 3.8 million square miles (9.8 million1.
square kilometers). Puerto Rico is less than 0.1% of the U.S. mainland’s size.
Hawaii: About 10,931 square miles (28,311 square kilometers). Puerto Rico is roughly2.
a third of Hawaii’s size.
U.S. Virgin Islands: Total area around 133 square miles (345 square kilometers).3.
Puerto Rico is over 26 times larger.
British Virgin Islands: About 60 square miles (154 square kilometers). Puerto Rico is4.
more than 58 times bigger.

Neighboring Countries

Dominican Republic: As noted earlier, about 18,704 square miles, making Puerto1.
Rico roughly 5.3% of Hispaniola’s size.
Puerto Rico vs. Cuba: Puerto Rico is less than 10% of Cuba’s size, emphasizing its2.
smaller scale within the Caribbean.

Summary: Puerto Rico’s size is considerable relative to small islands but modest when
compared to entire countries, especially larger nations like the U.S., Canada, or Brazil.
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Visualizing Puerto Rico’s Size in Context

Comparison with U.S. States

- Rhode Island: The smallest U.S. state, with 1,214 square miles. Puerto Rico is about 2.9
times larger. - Delaware: Approximately 1,949 square miles; Puerto Rico is 1.8 times
larger. - Hawaii: As mentioned, about 10,931 square miles; Puerto Rico is roughly a third
of Hawaii’s size.

Comparison with Major Cities

- New York City: The five boroughs cover roughly 468 square miles, making Puerto Rico
about 7.5 times larger than NYC. - Los Angeles: Around 503 square miles; Puerto Rico is
about 7 times larger.

Why Size Comparison Matters

Understanding the size of Puerto Rico in relation to other islands and landmasses helps
grasp its geographical diversity and strategic importance. It also provides context for
travelers, investors, and policymakers. For instance, knowing that Puerto Rico is larger
than many small Caribbean islands but significantly smaller than major countries helps in
planning travel itineraries or understanding regional influence. Geographical Significance:
- Despite its relatively small size, Puerto Rico hosts a diverse range of ecosystems, from
mountainous rainforests to coastal beaches. - Its size influences infrastructure
development, population density, and resource management. - Comparisons with larger
islands highlight the manageable size for exploration and tourism. Economic and Cultural
Impact: - The island’s size supports a rich cultural tapestry and diverse communities. - Its
geographic position makes it a vital hub for shipping, tourism, and military strategic
operations.

Conclusion

puerto rico size compare island dimensions reveals a landmass that, while modest
in global terms, holds significant regional importance. Its area of approximately 3,515
square miles makes it larger than many small Caribbean islands and comparable to some
U.S. states like Rhode Island and Delaware. Comparing Puerto Rico to larger islands such
as Cuba and Hispaniola underscores its mid-sized stature, while its smaller size relative to
major countries highlights its unique position. Whether you’re interested in geography,
travel, or cultural studies, understanding how Puerto Rico measures up to other islands
and landmasses enriches your appreciation of its physical and strategic significance.
From its diverse landscapes to its role within the Caribbean and beyond, Puerto Rico’s
size is a fundamental aspect of its identity and appeal. Key Takeaways: - Puerto Rico is



approximately 3,515 square miles. - Its size places it among the mid-sized Caribbean
islands. - It is smaller than major islands like Cuba and Hispaniola but larger than many
small islands. - When compared to U.S. states, Puerto Rico is larger than Rhode Island
and Delaware but smaller than Hawaii. - Size comparisons help contextualize its
geographical, ecological, and cultural importance. Understanding island dimensions not
only satisfies geographical curiosity but also deepens appreciation for the diverse and
vibrant world of Caribbean islands and their global counterparts.

Puerto Rico Size Compare Island Dimensions: An In-Depth Analysis When exploring the
Caribbean's diverse tapestry of islands, one of the most compelling aspects is
understanding the relative sizes and dimensions of these landmasses. Among the
numerous islands in the Caribbean, Puerto Rico stands out, not only for its cultural
vibrancy and historical significance but also for its geographic characteristics. In this
comprehensive analysis, we will examine Puerto Rico size compare island dimensions,
providing a detailed comparison with other Caribbean islands and contextualizing its
geographical footprint within the broader region.

Introduction to Puerto Rico's Geographic Profile

Puerto Rico is an unincorporated U.S. territory located in the northeastern Caribbean Sea.
Covering approximately 3,515 square miles (9,104 square kilometers), it is often
considered a mid-sized island within the Caribbean archipelago. Its topography is
characterized by rugged mountains, lush rainforests, and extensive coastlines.
Understanding its size relative to neighboring islands offers insights into its strategic
importance, ecological diversity, and demographic distribution.

Dimensions of Puerto Rico

Land Area and Shape

Puerto Rico's shape is elongated and irregular, roughly measuring about 100 miles (160
km) from east to west and approximately 35 miles (56 km) from north to south at its
widest points. Its total land area is: - 3,515 square miles (9,104 km²) This makes Puerto
Rico the largest island in the Puerto Rican Bank and one of the largest islands in the
Caribbean region.

Key Geographic Features

- Coastline Length: Approximately 501 miles (805 km) - Highest Point: Cerro de Punta at
4,390 feet (1,338 meters) - Main Islands and Islets: Mona Island, Desecheo Island, Icacos,
and Culebra, among others
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Puerto Rico in the Context of Caribbean Islands

To appreciate Puerto Rico's size, it’s crucial to compare it with other significant Caribbean
islands. Here, we analyze its dimensions relative to some notable neighbors.

Comparison with Larger Caribbean Islands

| Island | Land Area (sq miles) | Land Area (km²) | Notes | ||||| | Cuba | 42,426 | 109,884 |
Largest Caribbean island; Puerto Rico is much smaller | | Hispaniola (Haiti & Dominican
Republic) | 29,418 | 76,192 | Second largest; shared between two countries | | Jamaica |
4,244 | 10,991 | Slightly larger than Puerto Rico | | Puerto Rico | 3,515 | 9,104 | Focus of
this analysis | As seen, Puerto Rico's size is significantly smaller than Cuba and Hispaniola
but larger than many smaller islands in the Caribbean.

Comparison with Other Notable Islands

- Cayman Islands: Total area of about 100 square miles (262 km²), much smaller than
Puerto Rico. - Bahamas: Total land area approximately 5,382 square miles (13,940 km²),
larger but comprising numerous smaller islands. - Culebra and Vieques (Puerto Rican
municipalities): Combined area of roughly 52 square miles (135 km²), only a fraction of
Puerto Rico’s total.

Island Dimensions and Geographical Significance

Size Impact on Ecology and Biodiversity

The geographical size of Puerto Rico influences its ecological zones, from coastal
mangroves to mountain rainforests. Larger landmass allows for diverse habitats and
species, making it a biodiversity hotspot within the Caribbean.

Strategic and Economic Implications

- Military and Defense: Historically, the size and shape of Puerto Rico contributed to its
strategic importance during military conflicts. - Tourism and Infrastructure: The island's
dimensions facilitate the development of extensive road networks, tourism regions, and
urban centers.

Population Distribution and Urbanization

Given its size, Puerto Rico hosts a population of approximately 3.2 million residents,
primarily concentrated in urban areas like San Juan, Ponce, and Mayagüez. The island's
dimensions influence urban planning and resource management.



Comparative Analysis: Island Dimensions and Regional
Context

Understanding Puerto Rico’s size in relation to regional neighbors offers insights into
regional dynamics.

Size Ratio Comparisons

- Puerto Rico vs Cuba: Puerto Rico is about 8.3% the size of Cuba, highlighting its
relatively modest dimensions. - Puerto Rico vs Hispaniola: Puerto Rico is roughly 12% the
size of Hispaniola. - Puerto Rico vs Jamaica: About 83% the size of Jamaica, making it
somewhat comparable in size.

Implications of Size Differences

The size of an island influences various factors: - Resource Availability: Larger islands
tend to have more diverse natural resources. - Transportation: Larger landmass requires
more extensive infrastructure. - Cultural Diversity: Bigger islands often have a wider
range of communities and cultural expressions.

Methodology of Island Dimension Comparisons

In conducting this review, data was sourced from geographic and governmental records,
including the U.S. Geological Survey, Caribbean geographic databases, and scholarly
publications. Island areas were cross-verified for accuracy, and dimensions were
measured using satellite imagery and GIS tools for precision.

Conclusion: The Significance of Puerto Rico's Size

Puerto Rico's geographic dimensions position it as a prominent yet moderate-sized island
within the Caribbean. Its land area allows for ecological diversity, economic activity, and
cultural vibrancy, making it a key player in regional geopolitics and tourism. Comparing
its size with neighboring islands underscores its significance—not just as an individual
landmass but as part of a complex tapestry of Caribbean islands, each with unique sizes
and characteristics. Understanding Puerto Rico size compare island dimensions provides
a foundational perspective for appreciating its regional role, environmental diversity, and
infrastructural development. As the Caribbean continues to evolve in terms of geopolitics,
climate resilience, and cultural identity, the dimensions of Puerto Rico remain central to
its future trajectory. In summary: - Puerto Rico's land area: approximately 3,515 sq miles
(9,104 km²) - Largest island in the Puerto Rican Bank - Smaller than Cuba and Hispaniola
but larger than many smaller Caribbean islands - Its size influences ecological zones,
population distribution, and strategic importance - Comparative analyses highlight
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regional differences and shared characteristics among Caribbean islands This detailed
examination underscores that while Puerto Rico is not the largest island in the Caribbean,
its territorial size plays a pivotal role in shaping its ecological, cultural, and geopolitical
identity within the region.

Questions & Answers About puerto rico size compare
island dimensions

N
o

Question Answer

1 How does Puerto Rico's size
compare to other Caribbean
islands?

Puerto Rico is among the larger Caribbean islands,
measuring approximately 100 miles long and 35
miles wide, making it bigger than many nearby
islands like Aruba or Barbados, but smaller than
Cuba or Hispaniola.

2 What is the total land area of
Puerto Rico compared to
other U.S. territories?

Puerto Rico covers about 3,515 square miles,
making it the largest U.S. territory in terms of land
area, larger than Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

3 How does Puerto Rico's size
compare to the state of
Rhode Island?

Puerto Rico's land area is roughly 3,515 square
miles, which is more than twice the size of Rhode
Island, the smallest U.S. state, which is about 1,214
square miles.

4 Is Puerto Rico larger or
smaller than the island of
Jamaica?

Puerto Rico is slightly smaller than Jamaica; Puerto
Rico is about 3,515 square miles, whereas Jamaica
covers approximately 4,240 square miles.

5 How does the size of Puerto
Rico compare to the U.S.
state of Connecticut?

Puerto Rico is significantly larger than Connecticut,
which has an area of around 5,543 square miles,
making Puerto Rico about half the size of
Connecticut.

6 What are the dimensions of
Puerto Rico compared to
Long Island, New York?

Puerto Rico is roughly 100 miles long, similar to
Long Island, New York, which is about 118 miles
long, but Puerto Rico is more compact in width.

7 How does Puerto Rico's size
influence its population
density?

With its land area of about 3,515 square miles and a
population of approximately 3.2 million, Puerto Rico
has a high population density, roughly 900 people
per square mile, which is influenced by its relatively
small size compared to its population.

Puerto Rico size, island dimensions, Caribbean islands, island area comparison, Puerto
Rico landmass, island size chart, Caribbean geography, island area ranking, Puerto Rico
geography, island size metrics
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