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Children Of The Corn Short Story

Children of the Corn Short Story: An In-Depth Exploration Children of the Corn short story is a chilling and thought-provoking tale
that has captured the imagination of horror enthusiasts and literary critics alike. Written by Stephen King, this story explores themes
of religious fanaticism, innocence corrupted, and rural horror. Originally published in 1977 as part of the anthology Night Shift, it has
since become a cornerstone of King’s horror legacy, inspiring adaptations, analyses, and discussions across various media. In this
article, we delve into the origins, plot, themes, and cultural impact of the children of the corn short story. Origins of the Children
of the Corn Short Story Background and Publication Stephen King, renowned for his prolific writing in horror and supernatural
fiction, penned the children of the corn short story as a standalone piece that would later be included in his anthology Night
Shift. The story was inspired by King’s fascination with rural America and the dark secrets that can lurk beneath seemingly idyllic
small towns. Inspiration and Influences King drew inspiration from: - His own experiences traveling through rural Maine. - Folklore
and urban legends about children’s cults. - The uncanny atmosphere of deserted towns and abandoned farms. The narrative’s
focus on religious fanaticism echoes real-world historical episodes of cultism and rural extremism, lending a disturbing authenticity
to the story. Plot Summary of the Children of the Corn Short Story Setting and Main Characters The story unfolds in Gatlin,
Nebraska—a remote, seemingly abandoned town. The protagonists are a young couple, Burt and Vicky, who are traveling through
the Midwest and stumble upon Gatlin after their car breaks down. Key Plot Points 1. Arrival and Discovery Burt and Vicky arrive in
Gatlin, noticing the eerie silence and deserted streets. They explore the town, sensing that something is terribly wrong. 2. Encounter
with the Children They encounter a group of children, led by a boy named Isaac. The children exhibit strange, unsettling behavior
and seem to be governed by a religious zealotry centered around a figure called “He Who Walks Behind the Rows.” 3. Revelation of
the Cult It is revealed that the children worship a malevolent, supernatural entity residing in the cornfields, which they call “He Who
Walks Behind the Rows.” The children have formed a cult that sacrifices adults and anyone who disobeys their religious codes. 4.
Climax and Escape Burt and Vicky attempt to escape but face hostility from the cult. The story culminates in a tense confrontation,
with Burt narrowly escaping with his life, shaken by the experience. Ending and Aftermath The story ends on a haunting note,
emphasizing the sinister power of the children and the cult’s ongoing existence in the abandoned town. Themes Explored in the
Children of the Corn Short Story Religious Fanaticism and Cultism At the core of the story lies a critique of religious extremism. The
children’s devotion to “He Who Walks Behind the Rows” demonstrates how faith can be manipulated to justify violence and murder.
Innocence Corrupted The story vividly depicts the loss of childhood innocence as the children, once innocent, become agents of
evil, indoctrinated by their leader Isaac. Rural Horror and Isolation King’s portrayal of Gatlin encapsulates fears of rural decay and
the dark secrets that rural communities can harbor, emphasizing that horror is not confined to urban settings. Supernatural vs.
Human Evil The entity “He Who Walks Behind the Rows” embodies supernatural evil, while the children’s fanaticism represents
human evil. The story blurs the lines between these concepts, creating a layered narrative. Cultural Impact and Adaptations Literary
Significance The children of the corn short story is considered one of Stephen King’s most influential works. Its success lies in
its ability to combine classic horror elements with social commentary. Film and Television Adaptations The story has been adapted
into multiple films, starting with the 1984 movie Children of the Corn, which expanded upon the original narrative. These
adaptations: - Popularized the story in popular culture. - Introduced new characters and plotlines, often diverging from the original
story. - Sparked sequels and remakes over the decades. Influence on Popular Culture The story’s themes and imagery have
permeated horror culture, inspiring: - Halloween costumes (e.g., creepy children with corn motifs). - References in music, literature,
and other media. - Discussions about the dangers of cult mentality and religious extremism. Analyzing the Symbolism in Children of
the Corn Corn as a Symbol Corn, a staple crop, symbolizes: - Rural life and innocence. - The corruption of purity when turned into a
tool of evil. - The cyclical nature of life and death. The Cult as a Reflection of Society The cult’s fanaticism symbolizes the dangers
of extremism and blind faith, serving as a mirror for societal fears about manipulation and the loss of individual autonomy. “He Who
Walks Behind the Rows” This supernatural entity represents: - The unseen forces that influence human behavior. - The darker
aspects of nature and human psychology. Critical Reception and Legacy Critical Perspectives Scholars have praised the children
of the corn short story for its suspenseful storytelling, thematic depth, and social commentary. Some critics view it as a critique of
religious fundamentalism and rural despair. Legacy and Continued Relevance The story remains relevant today, resonating with
contemporary fears about extremism, cults, and societal breakdowns. Its influence extends beyond literature into film, art, and
popular culture. Conclusion The children of the corn short story by Stephen King stands as a powerful narrative that combines
horror with social critique. Its portrayal of religious fanaticism, innocence lost, and rural horror continues to captivate audiences and
provoke discussions about the darker facets of human nature. Whether through its literary significance or its cultural adaptations,



the story endures as a chilling reminder of the potential for evil lurking in unexpected places. Key Takeaways: - Originated in
Stephen King's 1977 anthology Night Shift. - Set in the eerie ghost town of Gatlin, Nebraska. - Explores themes of religious
fanaticism, innocence, and rural decay. - Features supernatural and human evil intertwined. - Spawned numerous film adaptations
and cultural references. - Serves as a cautionary tale about extremism and societal darkness. Meta Description: Discover the
chilling depths of the Children of the Corn short story by Stephen King. Explore its plot, themes, symbolism, and cultural impact in
this comprehensive guide.

Children of the Corn: A Deep Dive into Stephen King's Chilling Short Story

Introduction to "Children of the Corn"
Stephen King's Children of the Corn is a haunting short story that has captured the imaginations of horror aficionados since its
original publication in 1977. Originally appearing in the magazine Penthouse, it was later included in King's 1978 collection, Night
Shift, solidifying its place as a cornerstone of modern horror literature. The story masterfully blends themes of innocence, religious
fanaticism, and rural terror, creating an unsettling narrative that has endured through multiple adaptations and interpretations. At its
core, Children of the Corn explores the dark consequences of blind faith and the destructive power of collective fanaticism in a
small Nebraska town. Its vivid imagery and psychological depth make it a compelling study of horror rooted in human nature and
societal fears.

Plot Summary and Narrative Structure

Overview of the Plot
The story follows a young couple, Burt and Vicky, who find themselves stranded in a remote Nebraska town called Gatlin after their
car breaks down. As they explore the deserted streets, they stumble upon a sinister secret: the town's children have committed a
horrific massacre, driven by a fanatical religious cult worshiping an entity called "He Who Walks Behind the Rows." The narrative
unfolds through Burt's perspective as he and Vicky navigate the eerie silence and uncover the horrifying truth behind the children’s
fanaticism. They discover that the children believe they are carrying out the will of their deity, demanding sacrifices and punishing
those they see as sinners.

Storytelling Techniques
King employs a tight, suspenseful narrative with vivid descriptions that heighten tension. The story uses: - Third-person limited
perspective, centered on Burt, which creates intimacy and immediacy. - Foreshadowing, hinting at the sinister events through
subtle clues. - Gradual revelation of the cult's beliefs and the extent of their violence. - Descriptive imagery that paints a disturbing
picture of the rural setting and the children's fanaticism. This structure immerses the reader in the eerie atmosphere and builds
suspense effectively, culminating in a chilling climax.

Themes and Symbolism

Religion and Fanaticism
One of the most prominent themes is the destructive potential of blind religious devotion. The children, led
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Questions & Answers About children of the corn short story

No Question Answer

1 What is the main plot of 'Children of the
Corn' by Stephen King?

The story revolves around a young couple who stumble upon a rural town
where the children have formed a cult that worships a malevolent entity,
leading to deadly confrontations.

2 Who are the main characters in 'Children of
the Corn'?

The primary characters are Burt and Vicky, a couple traveling through rural
Nebraska, and the children of Gatlin, led by the mysterious Isaac and the
boy Malachai.

3 What inspired Stephen King to write
'Children of the Corn'?

Stephen King was inspired by rural folklore and his interest in the dark side
of small-town life, exploring themes of religious fanaticism and innocence
corrupted.

4 What is the significance of the cornfield in
the story?

The cornfield symbolizes rural isolation and becomes a setting for the cult's
power, representing both the agricultural community's roots and the sinister
influence the children wield.

5 How has 'Children of the Corn' influenced
popular culture?

The story led to a successful film franchise, inspiring sequels, adaptations,
and references in horror media, cementing its place as a classic in horror
literature.

6 Are there any themes of religious
fanaticism in 'Children of the Corn'?

Yes, the story explores themes of religious zealotry, cult mentality, and the
dangerous influence of fanaticism on impressionable children.

7 Is 'Children of the Corn' based on a true
story?

No, 'Children of the Corn' is a work of fiction created by Stephen King;
however, it draws on real fears and myths about rural communities and
cults.

children of the corn, Stephen King, horror short story, small town horror, supernatural, cult, moral horror, rural horror, American
horror, short story adaptation
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