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Hate That Cat By Sharon Creech

Hate That Cat by Sharon Creech is a compelling young adult novel that captures the essence of poetry, friendship, and self-discovery.
This delightful sequel to Love That Dog continues the journey of Jack, a young boy who initially struggles with expressing himself through
poetry but gradually finds his voice. Creech’s unique storytelling style combines humor, emotion, and poetic form, making it an engaging
read for both young and adult audiences. In this article, we will explore the themes, characters, writing style, and critical reception of Hate
That Cat by Sharon Creech, providing a comprehensive overview that will help readers and educators understand its significance in
contemporary children's literature.

Overview of Hate That Cat by Sharon Creech

Plot Summary

Hate That Cat follows Jack, a seventh-grader who is still grappling with his identity and feelings. After his journey with poetry in Love That
Dog, Jack is now more confident but also faces new challenges, including his evolving relationship with his family and friends. The story is
narrated through Jack’s poetic journal entries, which reflect his candid thoughts and emotions. The novel begins with Jack's attempts to
write poetry that express his complex feelings about his family, school, and friends. As Jack navigates these challenges, he encounters a
new teacher who encourages him to explore poetry further. Throughout the story, Jack’s voice develops, and he learns to embrace his
unique perspective, even when he expresses feelings of anger or frustration—hence the title Hate That Cat.

Themes Explored

Hate That Cat delves into several nuanced themes relevant to young readers:

Self-Expression and Creativity: The novel celebrates poetry as a form of personal expression, encouraging readers to find their own1.
voice.



Family and Relationships: Jack’s interactions with his family highlight the importance of understanding and empathy.2.
Growth and Self-Discovery: The story portrays adolescence as a time of change, self-reflection, and acceptance.3.
Emotion Management: Jack’s poetic journal allows him to process complex feelings like anger, love, and confusion.4.

Characters in Hate That Cat

Main Characters

Jack: The protagonist and narrator, a young boy exploring poetry and self-identity.1.
Ms. Stretchberry: Jack's supportive and encouraging language arts teacher who inspires him to write poetry.2.
Jack’s Family: His parents and siblings, who play a role in shaping his experiences and feelings.3.
Poetry and Literary Figures: References to famous poets like Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson appear throughout the story,4.
enriching Jack’s poetic journey.

Supporting Characters

Friends and Classmates: They influence Jack's social experiences and sometimes challenge his perceptions.1.
Mentors and Role Models: In addition to Ms. Stretchberry, other figures in Jack's life provide inspiration and guidance.2.

Writing Style and Poetic Structure

Unique Narrative Voice

Sharon Creech’s storytelling in Hate That Cat is distinguished by its use of poetic journal entries. This style creates an intimate connection
between Jack and the reader, allowing insight into his inner thoughts and emotions.
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Poetry as a Literary Device

The novel employs various poetic forms, including free verse, rhyming poems, and haikus. This approach:

Engages readers with diverse poetic styles1.
Encourages young readers to experiment with poetry2.
Highlights the importance of self-expression3.

Themes Through Poetry

Jack’s poems often reflect his feelings about specific events, such as conflicts with friends or family issues. This technique emphasizes how
poetry can serve as a cathartic and therapeutic outlet.

Educational Value and Use in Curriculum

Promoting Literary and Creative Skills

Hate That Cat is a valuable resource for educators aiming to teach:

Poetry writing and appreciation1.
Creative self-expression2.
Understanding narrative voice3.
Exploring themes of adolescence and emotional growth4.

Discussion and Activities

Teachers can incorporate various activities based on the book:

Poetry writing exercises inspired by Jack’s poems1.



Group discussions on themes of emotion and self-identity2.
Analyzing poetic structures and devices used in the novel3.
Creative projects, such as illustrated poetry journals4.

Critical Reception and Impact

Reception by Readers and Critics

Hate That Cat has been widely praised for its authentic portrayal of adolescent emotions and its innovative use of poetry. Critics highlight
Creech’s ability to make poetry accessible and engaging for young readers, fostering a love for literature and creative expression.

Awards and Recognitions

While Hate That Cat may not have garnered major awards on its own, it is often included in:

School reading lists1.
Book club selections for young readers2.
Educational programs focusing on literacy and poetry3.

Conclusion: Why Read Hate That Cat by Sharon Creech?

Hate That Cat is more than just a sequel; it is a heartfelt exploration of the struggles and triumphs of adolescence. Sharon Creech
masterfully combines poetic form with compelling storytelling, making it a must-read for young readers, educators, and parents alike. Its
themes of self-expression, emotional growth, and the power of language resonate universally, inspiring readers to find their own voice and
embrace their unique perspectives. Whether used as a classroom resource or enjoyed as a personal read, Hate That Cat offers valuable
lessons on creativity, empathy, and resilience. Its engaging narrative and poetic richness make it a standout piece in contemporary
children’s literature, ensuring its place as a beloved book for generations to come.
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Hate That Cat by Sharon Creech: A Deep Dive into Modern Children's Literature

Introduction

Hate That Cat by Sharon Creech is a compelling piece of contemporary children’s literature that has garnered widespread acclaim for its
unique narrative style and authentic emotional depth. Published in 2000, this novel continues the story of Jack, a young boy navigating the
complexities of grief, self-expression, and poetic creativity. Combining humor with heartfelt vulnerability, Creech's work resonates with young
readers and adults alike, offering a nuanced exploration of adolescence and the power of poetry as a tool for understanding oneself and the
world. This article provides an in-depth examination of the novel’s themes, narrative structure, literary techniques, and its significance within
the landscape of children’s literature.

Overview of the Book

Plot Summary

Hate That Cat is a sequel to Creech’s acclaimed novel, Love That Dog. The story is told through Jack’s poetic journal entries, which serve
as a window into his evolving thoughts and feelings. Initially, Jack is resistant to poetry, associating it with his feelings of loss and confusion
following the death of his beloved dog, Sky. Throughout the narrative, Jack embarks on a journey of self-discovery, learning to express
himself through poetry and developing an appreciation for its beauty and power. The story is punctuated with Jack’s humorous and poignant
poems, which reflect his internal struggles and growth. As Jack experiments with different poetic forms and themes, he begins to see poetry
not just as an assignment but as a meaningful outlet for his emotions. The narrative culminates in Jack’s acceptance of his feelings and his
recognition of poetry as a vital part of his healing process.

Character Development

Central to the novel is Jack, whose voice is authentic and relatable. His transformation from a reluctant poetry student to a confident poet
underscores the book’s message about self-acceptance and emotional resilience. Other key characters include Jack’s teacher, Ms. Stretch,



who encourages his poetic explorations, and his family, who support him despite his initial resistance. The characters serve as mirrors and
catalysts for Jack’s growth, illustrating the importance of understanding, patience, and encouragement in overcoming personal struggles.
Creech’s portrayal of these characters emphasizes the significance of emotional support within a school and family setting.

Themes and Literary Analysis

Themes Explored in the Novel

Hate That Cat delves into several profound themes that resonate with young readers: - Grief and Loss: The novel openly addresses the pain
of losing a loved pet, showcasing how grief manifests and how creative expression can aid in the healing process. - Self-Expression and
Identity: Jack’s journey highlights the importance of finding one’s voice and embracing individuality through poetry. - Poetry as a Tool for
Healing: Creech portrays poetry as not just an art form but a therapeutic instrument that helps articulate complex emotions. - Humor and
Seriousness: The balance of humorous poems with serious themes makes the narrative accessible and engaging for children. - Growth and
Acceptance: The story emphasizes personal growth, acceptance of feelings, and the importance of perseverance.

Literary Techniques and Style

Creech employs a distinctive narrative style characterized by: - Poetry as Narrative: The novel’s structure is built around Jack’s poetic
journal entries, blending prose with poetic forms. This approach immerses readers in Jack’s inner world and emphasizes the theme of self-
expression. - First-Person Perspective: The use of Jack’s voice creates intimacy and immediacy, allowing readers to connect deeply with his
emotional journey. - Humor and Wit: Creech’s use of humor lightens heavy themes, making the story relatable and engaging for young
audiences. - Imagery and Metaphor: The poetic entries are rich with imagery that captures Jack’s feelings and experiences, enhancing
emotional impact. - Incremental Complexity: The poems and themes gradually become more sophisticated, mirroring Jack’s growth and
increasing confidence in his poetic voice.
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The Significance of ‘Hate That Cat’ in Children’s Literature

Innovative Narrative Structure

Unlike traditional novels, Creech’s use of poetry as a primary storytelling device breaks the mold of conventional children’s books. This
hybrid structure invites young readers to experience literature through multiple forms—prose and poetry—fostering appreciation for poetic
expression and literacy skills.

Addressing Difficult Emotions Openly

The novel’s honest portrayal of grief and emotional vulnerability sets it apart. It normalizes feelings of sadness and confusion, encouraging
children to express their own emotions creatively and without shame. This candid approach provides a valuable model for emotional
intelligence.

Promoting Creativity and Self-Discovery

By emphasizing poetry as a means of self-discovery, Creech inspires young readers to explore their own voices. The narrative demonstrates
that creative arts can be powerful tools for understanding oneself and coping with life’s challenges.

Impact and Reception

Hate That Cat has been widely praised by educators, librarians, and literary critics. Its inclusion in school curricula underscores its value as
an educational resource that promotes literacy, emotional development, and a love for poetry. The novel has also inspired classroom
activities centered around poetry writing and expressive arts, further cementing its influence in educational settings.



Conclusion: A Literary Treasure for Young Readers

Hate That Cat by Sharon Creech exemplifies how children’s literature can be both engaging and meaningful. Through Jack’s poetic journal,
Creech explores universal themes of grief, growth, and self-expression, all within a narrative that balances humor and heartfelt emotion. Its
innovative use of poetry as a storytelling device not only enhances literary appreciation but also encourages young readers to find their own
voices amidst life’s complexities. As a modern classic in children’s literature, Hate That Cat continues to resonate with readers, reminding us
of the transformative power of words and the importance of embracing our true selves. Whether read for pleasure or used as an educational
tool, Creech’s novel offers a profound message: healing begins with expression, and every voice matters.

Questions & Answers About hate that cat by sharon creech

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of 'Hate That Cat' by
Sharon Creech?

The main theme of 'Hate That Cat' is the complex feelings of a young girl, Jack,
towards a stray cat, exploring themes of friendship, understanding, and personal
growth.

2 Who is the narrator of 'Hate That Cat'? The story is narrated by Jack, a young boy who is dealing with his feelings about
the stray cat he has adopted.

3 What is the significance of the poem format in
'Hate That Cat'?

The poem format emphasizes Jack's inner thoughts and feelings, making the
story more personal and relatable, and highlighting the emotional journey he
experiences.

4 How does Jack's relationship with the cat
evolve in the story?

Initially, Jack hates the cat and finds it annoying, but over time, he begins to
understand and bond with it, leading to feelings of friendship and acceptance.

5 What awards or recognitions has 'Hate That
Cat' received?

'Hate That Cat' has been recognized for its engaging storytelling and poetic style,
and it is often recommended in children's literature lists and book awards,
including the Newbery Honor for Sharon Creech.
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6 Is 'Hate That Cat' suitable for all age groups? Yes, 'Hate That Cat' is suitable for middle-grade readers, typically ages 8-12, due
to its themes, humor, and poetic format.

7 What is the role of poetry in 'Hate That Cat'? Poetry is the primary storytelling device, allowing Jack to express his thoughts
and feelings creatively, making the narrative more engaging and emotionally
impactful.

8 How does 'Hate That Cat' relate to Sharon
Creech's other works?

'Hate That Cat' is a sequel to Creech's novel 'Love That Dog,' and both books
explore similar themes of self-expression and understanding through poetry.

9 What message does Sharon Creech convey
through 'Hate That Cat'?

The book conveys messages about empathy, patience, and the importance of
seeing things from others' perspectives, especially in forming meaningful
relationships.

10 Can 'Hate That Cat' be used as a teaching
resource?

Yes, the book is often used in classrooms to teach poetry, empathy, and
emotional literacy, making it a valuable educational tool for middle-grade
students.

children's literature, middle grade, poetry, friendship, family, school, humor, coming-of-age, animal stories, award-winning books
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