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Craig Keener Miracles

Craig Keener Miracles: An In-Depth Exploration of Divine Wonders and Their Impact Craig
Keener miracles have captured the attention of many believers, scholars, and skeptics
alike. As a renowned biblical scholar and theologian, Keener has dedicated much of his
life to exploring the nature, history, and contemporary relevance of miracles. His work
offers a compelling perspective on divine interventions that continue to inspire faith and
curiosity worldwide. This article provides a comprehensive overview of Craig Keener’s
insights into miracles, their biblical foundations, historical accounts, modern occurrences,
and their significance within Christian faith and practice. Understanding Craig Keener and
His Approach to Miracles Who Is Craig Keener? Craig Keener is a distinguished professor
of biblical studies, known for his extensive research on the New Testament, early
Christianity, and miracles. His academic background includes degrees from Duke
University and the University of Cambridge, and he has authored numerous influential
books, including Miracles: The Credibility of the New Testament Accounts. Keener’s
Perspective on Miracles Keener’s approach to miracles is characterized by: - Historical
verification: Emphasizing the importance of historical context and evidence. - Biblical
fidelity: Grounding his understanding in biblical texts. - Empirical observation:
Highlighting contemporary miracle reports. - Open-mindedness: Recognizing the
complexity of divine intervention without dismissing skepticism. His work aims to bridge
faith and scholarship, demonstrating that miracles are both credible and relevant today.
Biblical Foundations of Miracles According to Craig Keener Miracles in the Life of Jesus
Keener underscores the centrality of miracles in Jesus’ ministry, including: - Healing the
sick - Exorcising demons - Control over nature (e.g., calming storms) - Resurrection from
the dead He emphasizes that these acts serve as signs of divine authority and
compassion, fulfilling Old Testament prophecies. Miracles in the Early Church The book of
Acts records numerous miraculous events, such as: - Peter’s healing of the lame man -
Paul’s miraculous healings and protection - The resurrection narratives Keener argues
that these miracles validated the apostles’ message and helped establish the early
Christian community. Biblical Miracles as Historical Events Keener meticulously examines
the biblical texts, using archaeological and textual evidence to argue that these miracles
are credible historical events rather than myth or legend. Historical Accounts and
Evidence of Miracles Early Christian Miracles Historical records outside the Bible,
including writings from early church fathers, document numerous miracle claims, such as:
- Apparitions and healings - Eucharistic miracles - Martyrs’ supernatural endurance
Keener explores how these reports support the continuity of miracle claims through
history. Miracles in Non-Christian Contexts Keener also investigates reports of miracles in
other cultures and religions, analyzing their similarities and differences from Christian
accounts. This comparative approach highlights the unique aspects of Christian miracles
but also acknowledges the universality of divine or supernatural claims across



civilizations. Archaeological and Textual Evidence Specific examples include: - The
discovery of ancient texts describing healings and visions. - Archaeological findings
supporting biblical events. - Historical testimonies from non-Christian sources that
mention miraculous occurrences. Keener’s scholarship emphasizes that historical
evidence, while complex, generally supports the authenticity of many miracle accounts.
Modern-Day Miracles: Reports and Validations Contemporary Miracle Claims Keener
documents numerous modern reports of miracles, such as: - Sudden healings from
terminal illnesses - Visions and dreams with prophetic significance - Miraculous protection
in dangerous situations - Phenomena like levitations or stigmata Verified Modern Miracles
Some miracles have undergone investigation by medical or scientific experts, leading
Keener to conclude that: - Many healings defy natural explanations - Testimonies often
include detailed medical documentation - Witnesses consistently report life-changing
experiences The Role of Faith and Skepticism Keener advocates for a balanced view,
recognizing genuine miracles while respecting scientific skepticism. He suggests that: -
Miracles should be approached with openness but also discernment. - Not every
extraordinary claim is necessarily divine. - The community’s discernment and
confirmation are crucial. The Significance of Craig Keener Miracles in Christian Faith
Strengthening Faith Miracles serve as powerful signs of God’s active presence, providing
reassurance and encouragement to believers. Evangelism and Apologetics Keener’s work
supports evangelistic efforts by demonstrating the credibility of the biblical accounts and
the ongoing reality of divine intervention. Personal Transformation Many individuals
report life-changing experiences attributed to miracles, reinforcing the transformative
power of faith. Addressing Suffering and Evil Miracles offer hope for healing and relief,
addressing deep human needs amid suffering. Criticisms and Challenges Skeptical
Perspectives Critics argue that: - Some miracle claims lack sufficient evidence. -
Coincidences and natural explanations are often overlooked. - The rise of sensationalism
can undermine credibility. Keener’s Response Keener responds by emphasizing: - The
importance of rigorous investigation. - The cultural and historical context of reports. - The
need for discernment and humility. How to Recognize Genuine Miracles Key
Characteristics According to Keener, genuine miracles often display: - Consistency with
biblical teachings - Clear, verifiable evidence - Personal and communal impact -
Alignment with God’s character of love and justice Approaching Miracle Reports - Pray for
discernment - Seek corroborating testimonies - Consider the fruits and long-term effects -
Remain humble and open-minded Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Craig Keener
Miracles Craig Keener’s exploration of miracles offers a compelling case for their reality
and significance. His meticulous scholarship, combined with a compassionate
understanding of faith, encourages believers to view miracles as both biblical truths and
contemporary realities. Whether through biblical accounts, historical evidence, or modern
reports, Keener’s work affirms that divine intervention continues to shape lives and
history, inspiring hope and faith in a living God. References and Further Reading - Keener,
Craig S. Miracles: The Credibility of the New Testament Accounts. Baker Academic. -
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Keener, Craig S. The Historical Jesus and the Miracles. Various articles and lectures. -
Articles on modern miracle reports from reputable sources like CBN, Charisma News, and
Christian Today. - Archaeological reports supporting biblical events. - Scholarly reviews
and critiques for balanced understanding. Embark on a journey exploring Craig Keener
miracles and discover how divine power continues to manifest in the world today,
reaffirming the hope and faith of millions worldwide.

Craig Keener Miracles: An In-Depth Examination of His Claims and Theological
Significance In the landscape of contemporary Christian thought, the phenomenon of
miracles continues to evoke both fascination and skepticism. Among the prominent
figures associated with the modern revival of miracle claims is Dr. Craig Keener, a
renowned biblical scholar and theologian whose extensive research and writings have
brought renewed attention to the possibility and nature of miraculous events. This article
aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of "Craig Keener miracles," exploring the scope
of his claims, the theological underpinnings, the evidentiary considerations, and the
broader implications within the Christian community.

Overview of Craig Keener’s Ministry and Scholarly
Background

Before delving into the specifics of his miracle claims, it is essential to understand Craig
Keener’s background, which grounds his perspective in rigorous scholarship.

Academic Credentials and Theological Approach

Craig Keener holds a Ph.D. in New Testament Studies from Duke University and is a
professor at Asbury Theological Seminary. His scholarly work is characterized by
meticulous research, extensive use of primary sources, and a commitment to engaging
with both historical and contemporary data. His writings often bridge biblical exegesis
with practical theology, emphasizing the relevance of Scripture to modern-day
experiences.

Major Works Related to Miracles

Keener is perhaps best known for his multi-volume commentary on the Gospel of
Matthew, as well as his seminal work, Miracles: The Credibility of the New Testament
Accounts. In these texts, he advocates for a realistic view of miracles, arguing that they
are both historically plausible and theologically significant.

Defining “Craig Keener Miracles”: What Does Keener



Say?

The phrase "Craig Keener miracles" encapsulates his perspective that miraculous events
are not just theological concepts but have real-world evidentiary support. Keener’s
approach emphasizes the historical reliability of miracle accounts, especially those
documented in the New Testament and contemporary reports.

Historical and Cultural Context of Miracles

Keener argues that understanding the cultural context of biblical times is vital to
interpreting miracles correctly. He emphasizes that: - Miracles were a common part of
ancient religious and healing practices. - The biblical authors documented events that
stood out as extraordinary even within their own cultural milieu. - Many miracle accounts
are corroborated by extra-biblical sources or oral traditions that have persisted over
centuries.

Types of Miracles Emphasized by Keener

Keener’s work is notable for broadening the definition of miracles beyond healings and
exorcisms, including: - Physical healings (blindness, paralysis) - Nature miracles (calming
storms, feeding thousands) - Exorcisms and spiritual deliverances - Resurrection
phenomena He stresses that these events serve specific theological purposes, such as
confirming Jesus' divine authority or inaugurating the Kingdom of God.

Evidence and Documentation in Keener’s Miracle Claims

One of the defining features of Keener’s approach is his reliance on historical
documentation and personal testimonies.

Ancient Sources and Textual Evidence

Keener meticulously examines biblical manuscripts, early church writings, and non-
Christian sources to establish the historical plausibility of miracles. His detailed analysis
includes: - Cross-referencing Gospel accounts with archaeological findings. - Considering
the reliability of oral traditions. - Evaluating the consistency of miracle reports across
different sources.

Contemporary Reports of Miracles

Keener is also open to reports of ongoing miracles in the modern era. These include: -
Healing testimonies from various countries, particularly in regions with vibrant
Pentecostal and Charismatic movements. - Reports of supernatural phenomena during
revival meetings. - Personal stories of divine intervention in crises. While acknowledging
the subjective nature of some testimonies, Keener advocates for careful discernment and
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documentation.

Criteria for Evaluating Miracle Claims

Keener recommends a set of criteria to assess the credibility of miracle reports: - Multiple
independent witnesses. - Consistency with biblical accounts. - Absence of psychological or
medical explanations. - Alignment with the character and teachings of Christ and the
apostles.

Theological Significance of Keener’s Miracles

Miracles, for Keener, are more than sensational events; they serve critical theological
functions.

Confirmation of Divine Authority

Keener underscores that miracles authenticate the messengers of God. In the New
Testament, Jesus’ miracles confirm His divine identity (John 10:37-38), a principle Keener
maintains applies today.

Signs of the Kingdom of God

He emphasizes that miracles are signs pointing toward the coming fullness of God's
reign—an eschatological reality that believers anticipate.

Healing and Compassion

Keener views miracles of healing as expressions of God’s compassion, demonstrating that
divine power restores not only physical health but also spiritual well-being.

Miracles and Evangelism

He argues that modern miracles can serve as powerful evangelistic tools, validating the
Gospel message in culturally relevant ways.

Critiques and Skeptical Perspectives

Despite Keener’s detailed scholarship and cautious approach, his miracle claims have
sparked debate.

Common Skeptical Arguments

- Many miracle reports are anecdotal and lack rigorous verification. - The placebo effect
and psychological factors can explain some healings. - Confirmation bias may influence
believers’ interpretations.



Keener’s Responses to Skepticism

Keener acknowledges the need for discernment and cautions against sensationalism. He
advocates for: - Careful documentation. - Discernment to distinguish genuine miracles
from fraud or psychological phenomena. - Openness to ongoing investigation and
verification.

The Broader Impact of Craig Keener’s Miracle
Perspective

Keener’s work has influenced both academic theology and Pentecostal/Charismatic
circles.

Reaffirmation of Miracles in Modern Christianity

His scholarly approach lends credibility to claims of contemporary miracles, encouraging
believers to remain open to supernatural experiences.

Implications for Theological Education

Keener’s emphasis on historical reliability challenges dismissive attitudes toward miracles
and encourages a more nuanced understanding within theological seminaries.

Impact on Evangelism and Revival Movements

Many revival groups cite Keener’s research and testimonies as evidence of divine activity
today, fueling faith and evangelistic efforts.

Conclusion: A Balanced Perspective on Craig Keener
Miracles

Craig Keener’s approach to miracles is characterized by a scholarly rigor that seeks to
bridge the biblical record with contemporary experiences. While his claims are subject to
debate and require discernment, his work reinvigorates discussion about the reality and
significance of divine intervention. Whether viewed as compelling evidence or as
anecdotal testimonies, Keener’s miracle claims challenge believers and skeptics alike to
consider the ongoing possibility of the supernatural in the modern world. As with any
phenomenon that intersects faith, history, and personal experience, the conversation
about "Craig Keener miracles" continues to evolve, inviting ongoing investigation,
dialogue, and reflection within the broader Christian community and scholarly circles.
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Questions & Answers About craig keener miracles

N
o

Question Answer

1 Who is Craig Keener and
what is he known for?

Craig Keener is a renowned biblical scholar and
theologian known for his work on miracles, biblical
studies, and the historical reliability of the New
Testament, particularly his extensive writings on
biblical and contemporary miracles.

2 What are some of Craig
Keener's most influential
books on miracles?

Some of Craig Keener's most influential books
include 'Miracles: The Credibility of New Testament
Accounts' and 'Miracles Today: The Supernatural
Power of God for Today,' which explore biblical
miracles and their relevance to modern faith.

3 How does Craig Keener
define miracles in his
teachings?

Craig Keener defines miracles as extraordinary
events that are caused by divine intervention,
affirming God's active presence in the world and
often serving to confirm the truth of divine
messages or missions.

4 What evidence does Craig
Keener present for the
occurrence of miracles
today?

Craig Keener presents numerous documented
contemporary miracle reports, including healings,
visions, and supernatural experiences, emphasizing
their consistency with biblical accounts and their
impact on individuals and communities.

5 How does Craig Keener
address skepticism about
miracles?

Keener approaches skepticism by examining
historical and biblical evidence, providing
documented testimonies, and arguing that miracles
are plausible within the framework of God's ongoing
activity in the world.

6 What role do miracles play in
Craig Keener's theology?

In Keener's theology, miracles serve as signs of
God's kingdom, affirming divine authority, and
demonstrating God's power to transform lives and
affirm the truth of the gospel.

7 Has Craig Keener
documented any notable
modern miracles?

Yes, Craig Keener has documented numerous
modern miracles, including healings and
supernatural events, often through interviews and
testimonies, which he discusses in his writings and
lectures.

8 What impact has Craig
Keener's work had on the
study of biblical miracles?

Keener's work has significantly influenced biblical
scholarship and Pentecostal/charismatic circles by
providing thorough historical context, detailed
documentation, and a balanced approach to
understanding miracles.



9 Are Craig Keener's teachings
on miracles accepted across
different Christian
denominations?

While highly respected in many circles, especially
among scholars and charismatic Christians,
Keener's teachings on miracles are sometimes
viewed with skepticism by more conservative or
skeptical denominations, though his thorough
research adds credibility.

Craig Keener, biblical miracles, New Testament miracles, healing, supernatural, faith
healing, biblical scholar, divine intervention, miracle stories, Christian faith
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